An analysis of the utilisation of dogs within the police service: Evaluating the efficiency and ethical implications of working police dogs in modern day policing.
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Introduction

This paper draws its attention to the perceptions around working dogs within the police.  Its focus is to identify if using dogs for a policing purpose is ethical, or if it is an out-of-date method of law enforcement.  This chapter is set to achieve objective two of this dissertation: 

“To ascertain a research method which is opportune, which determines a policing and a public opinion on utilising dogs in policing for a working purpose”.

This chapter expresses the methods of research which will be undertaken to establish objective two, and how the results of the study will be appropriately analysed.  Sampling techniques will additionally be featured within this area of the dissertation.  

Research Strategy 

To obtain research which is appropriate and related to the main theme of utilising dogs within the police service, this dissertation will incorporate an online survey as a suitable research method.  This technique was selected following personal reading of research processes.  Defined by Check and Schutt (2012, p.160) as "the collection of information from a sample of individuals through their responses to questions", an online survey is appropriate for this paper’s findings, as according to Kadam (2023, p.195) it is the most straightforward way of acknowledging the views and opinions of an audience.  Callegaro et al. (2015, p.24-25) provide further reasoning as to why this research approach was chosen for this dissertation, as surveys can be easily shared via email and social media platforms within a quick time frame.  Additionally, a survey is inexpensive to produce, and can be commenced and terminated by its creator at any given time (Narayan and Nayak, 2019, p.31).  However, as reported by Andrade (2020, p.575), an issue that may occur by choosing a survey as a research method can be, that contributions may contain personal bias leading to data that is unfit to use for research purposes.  
Target sampling will be completed by sharing the survey with the intended participants, with contributors being of any gender, and aged eighteen or over to partake in the study.  The overall aim is to achieve data from three target categories.  These include specialist teams within policing such as the Dog Support Unit (DSU) who rely on dogs as part of their active service, officers or police staff, and persons who are outside of the organisation.  Findings will be compared between each group. The utilisation of social media will allow the survey to be publicly displayed, allowing the appropriate target audience to easily gain access to the form to complete.  Furthermore, for the purposes of this dissertation, the survey will be shared through email to gain responses from individuals working within the police and those operating outside of policing organisations, who may not use social media.  These methods of sampling have been chosen for the purpose of this dissertation, as they allow the researcher to remain in control of the target audience, for example those persons who view or share the survey via social media or email.  Additionally, by choosing to utilise this way of sampling, it permits a higher quantity of contributors as this is a form of snowball sampling. According to Holland and Shaw (2014, p.87), snowball sampling can be defined as, an individual who endorses others.  The technique symbolises “a snowball accumulating snow as it rolls down a hill” as an upsurge in participants gradually occurs during a duration (Sedgwick, 2013, p.1).  Ghalijaie et al. (2017, p.1) also describe snowball sampling as a way in which qualitative research can be gathered.  
The method is so called
because the number of sample members increases with time,
analogous to a snowball accumulating snow as it rolls down a
hill. 

Data Collection & analysis

Through the design and use of bespoke survey questions, this study aims to gather data which entails public opinion of utilising dogs for policing purposes.  However, it is paramount that the data that is collected is analysed correctly to present the findings.  A qualitative research technique will be applied to examine the results of the survey, analysing, and comparing the data between three different target audiences.  In the opinion of Weng (2024, p.1), qualitative research emphases personal opinions and occurrences, which is most suited to the objective of this chapter, to identify a collective viewpoint regarding working police dogs.

Limitations & potential problems

Whilst undertaking research as part of this dissertation, there may be a several limitations or issues that may arise.  Bibler Zaidi and Ross (2019, p.261) state, that research findings may be affected by faults within study methods as they are signified by limitations.  Poor sampling is a negative factor that must be taken into consideration when completing research, as Baxter et al. (2013, p.5) believe that if a sample is too small, then inadequate responses could appear.  Furthermore, insufficient data is often collated due to time restraints, which an academic researcher who is within full time employment is frequently subjected to.  According to Bergman et al. (2016, p.54), full-time working adults are frequently managing their responsibilities and attending university; however, Bellere et al. (2021) reports that an individual’s academic coursework can be negatively influenced due to balancing time between a profession and studying.

Conclusion 

To conclude, this chapter has focused on objective two of this dissertation, which is to ascertain the opinions on utilising dogs within the policing profession by identifying a suitable sampling process.  This section of academic writing has explained how a survey is an appropriate method for obtaining data and research.  However, it has been highlighted that this type of investigative method can potentially produce material that is bias and in turn cannot be used for research purposes.  Despite this, a survey is to be utilised to obtain suitable data as part of this study.  This chapter has additionally presented the intended target audience and has identified the sampling approaches which are fitting for this research project.  Techniques such as qualitative research method are to be used to analyse the data obtained from the survey.  Limitations and potential issues that may arise whilst conducting research have also been indicated in this chapter.  
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