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Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of tasks 1 & 2? 

We began the process with a week of research which we used to create presentations. When creating these presentations, we had to keep in mind our target audience (age 9-11) and present as though we were presenting to that age range. I found this very useful as I felt it really prepared us for the actual production and gave us knowledge of the different styles that could work when we begin to devise. For example, don’t patronise the audience or over explain. Referring back to task 2, I mentioned you need to “plant the seed and let the audience grow, let them fill in the gaps”[footnoteRef:1]. I believe this to be true as I feel the audience gets educated a lot more if you allow them to think for themselves. Throughout our tour, we often had younger members in the audience and personally I felt these techniques worked for other ages also and allowed them to engage and interact with the piece. Within these presentations, a lot of the content that was shown in the final performance was created, for example, the court scene, humanising creatures and objects and puppetry. These ideas were then developed and refined throughout the devising process to allow them to fit in with the piece. The plotline for Lewis’ Carroll’s book ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’ was our inspiration for the piece and it allowed us to see how each of the characters we had so far in our devising process could be incorporated and what else we needed to develop on. I felt this was a very interesting concept as it has such an obscure plot line and so gave us many options to work with. Referring back to task 2, I mentioned about the exportation of British waste to china and I feel this research was very useful as it helped us to educate the audience on this fact as this had a large impact on the UK’s recycling industry and so was an important point for them to be aware of. I also mentioned how watching theatre was a “great tool”[footnoteRef:2] for young people and looking back at the reactions we had from our audiences, I stand by what I said. It allowed them to see up-close how their actions were effecting our planet but also what they could do to help prevent it. I believe the concept of Alice in our piece was a very interesting one, as Alice represents every human on earth. As a company we learnt this as the weeks went on and the shocking truth became clear. We are all Alice, and I feel the children watching understood this concept and as each new Alice was introduced, became more aware of the situation. We all knew plastic pollution was happening, but none of us knew how bad it was, until we looked deeper into it and seeing the images and videos during our research really opened up our eyes. We now hope that the children will begin to take responsibility for their own actions and change their lifestyles.  [1:  Evans, D. (2018) In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating. University of Wales Trinity Saint David
]  [2:  Evans, D. (2018) In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating. University of Wales Trinity Saint David] 
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