


Offending girls-young women and youth justice
Youth offending in England and wales is changing, the 2st century has seen new crime patterns and the evolution of a new type of offender. The youth justice system has undergone major reform in recent years in order to adapt to this shift in offending. The shift includes the significant increase in female offenders and female juvenile and youth offenders in particular and the offences they are committing (Arnull & Eagle, 2009). There is currently widespread moral panic concerning this increase in female offenders receiving a great among of media attention with media labelling the current young female offenders as the “new breed of female offender” with the belief that women ave been afforded too much freedom and have not only began matching men in the working world but also in terms of their so called deviant and criminal behaviour.  
The book “Offending girls-young women and youth justice” written by Gilly Sharpe in 2011 focuses on the topic of young girls and the youth justice system providing a contemporary view. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The authors first aim was to examine who are the twenty first century young female offenders and what is new about the behaviour, how does she differ and to what extent does stereotypes problematizing female behaviour stating they are acting like boys. The second object analyses young women and youth justice- despite youth justice critique over recent years this body has remained at a distance- received little critical attention. This book explores the contemporary response to female lawbreaking through an empirical study of new youth justice system in England and wales. The analyses reveals that old stereotypes on girl’s behaviour, its causes and how to respond to them are still in evidence alongside new stereotypes and socio-cultural pressures. The current political and academic attention has been paid to the “problem” of youth crime committed by young men, research with general and offending population suggesting anti-social and deviant behaviour are mostly engaged by boys and young men with females/girls having a relatively lower number has resulted in most research and expertise being developed in response to male offending (Halsey & White, 2006). Sharpe’s research is different to other scholars by including the young female’s narratives of their own offending behaviour and opinions providing a unique alternative to the usual accounts of female crime which often ignores the voices of women themselves. This topic still being relatively new in the criminal justice world means there is limited published research of this type. This academic analysis is a welcomed to the literature and a major contribution to the growing body of research on girls offending behaviour and provides an insight to those studying or working in this field on how to work with these girls in the 21st century. 
In the first chapters Sharpe analyses the claims of a new female crime wave addressing the term “the new offending girl” alongside the current panic over the significant increase in girl offending and the emergence of the new breed of girl or laddette culture. This new breed of girl is described in the media and previous publications as “a hedonistic, violent, binge drinking young woman who is crude and has bad public behaviour which differs little from males”  Informing the reader on stereotypical, and sexist opinions surrounding this topic. Sharpe explains how the 38% increase of figures between 2003 and 2008 resulted in many commentators labelling it as a “shocking trend” “dark side to girl power”. Sharpe draws attention to how many politicians, and senior criminal justice professionals supported the media and academic writer’s popular stereotypes by accepting the evidence on which these stories were based upon. Next the author explains the evolution from the “old offender” to the “new girl offenders- the moral policing of girls sexuality was central to the juvenile justice system which implied their troublesome for the most part was sexual in nature however the late 20th century  the new threat – girls violence became identified. Next Sharpe explains how expectations of women has shifted and undergone considerable change- women are now invoked to put traditional markers such as marriage on hold until mid-20s and public display of sexuality is now tolerated, women are free to make individual sexual choices. Despite this shift in offending patterns there is little research and evidence that informs us on what is actually new about this offending girl and to what extent life circumstances and behaviours have effected and caught up with girls within the youth justice system. The author attains knowledge into the construction of the girlhood crime wave through reviewing the trends in nature- determining that the panic about recent wave is not supported by robust evidence. Detailed examination concludes that the increase of young female visibility in the youth justice system comes as a result of tougher political strategies and changes in policing, she argues that this outcome is not from “girls getting worse” but it is from the failure in youth justice’s crime prevention paradigm.
The next chapter outlines the study and its background. The central aim of this research study is to analyse contrasting perspectives of young female law breakers and criminal justice professionals on the nature and cause behind contemporary female youth offending. Sharpe presents her research design and methodology of conducting interviews with 52 girls within the youth justice system and a number of criminal justice professionals. Sharpe argues that socio cultural problems are central to determine young girl’s pathways into crime- “troubled families, school, and physical abuse”. This chapter presents a highly disadvantaged population of young girls whose lives are characterized by disconnection, disruption and exclusion. 
Next Sharpe presents the data collected from the 52 offending girls and their motivations behind their lawbreaking and compares it with information collected of the popular representation of lawbreaking girls motivated by “acting like boys”, Sharpe then further examines the role of consumption in young women’s lives and in offending to examine the binge drinking thesis. The author then collects and presents the data collected from youth justice professional’s opinion on girl’s pathways in and out of criminalisation, the extent of claims that “girls are getting worse”. Sharpe examines the contrasting perspectives between young offending girls and youth   justice practitioners and the extent to which the new youth justice system is effective.
The final chapter concludes the discussion, the authors findings suggest  young girls/women have undergone major social shifts since the earlier research began, they are more visible than ever before, however conditions and outlook on working class offending young girls  has changed very little. Sharpe states that girls today are doing very well, each of the 52 girls examined in this books study had unique life stories. Sharpe expresses the importance that diversity of girl’s pathways into crime must be recognised. Sharpe found that the normalisation of consumption (alcohol, drugs) has affected female crime statistics however the 52 girls within this study complicated the representations of ladettes due to many offending due to a lack of a daily routine resulting in boredom and not the usual emotional consequences. Sharpe strongly states that media exaggeration and invalid headlines has lead to misconception and stereotyping of young offending girls with insufficient and incorrect strategies and tactics to prevent and tackle youth offending further. SHARPE concludes the book by providing a number of recommendations for restoration, prevention and integration strategies. 


This book outlines the background to the topic of female youth offending- Sharpe presents statistics from the youth justice report in 2004 and 2009 that found a 38% in 5 years- which provides clarification behind recent moral panic. Sharpe successfully draws attention to the way these young girls are being labelled by including  number of sources from various newspapers demonstrating   a one sided and stereotypical view stating that  this moral panic has come from the medias exaggeration- research conducted by (Batchelor, 2001) “myth of girl gangs” and (Worrall, 2004) “twisted sisters, ladettes” shows  that media reporters have always distorted the facts about violent behaviour in girls for good storylines leading to leading to misinterpretation. All three of the studies attain the same views on the effect media has had and continues to have upon on female youth offending. The studies found that the spike in female youth offending is relatively normal and an undramatic occurrence. 
Sharpe successfully presents the idea of a new offending girl by including a historical timeline of youth justice and female youth offending from the late 18th century to the new third millennium of offending girls. This extensive research into the historical context allowed Sharpe to examine and present the differences in the new and old offending girl- Sharpe assessed these differences through analysing data found by the youth justice board, ministry of justice and other academic writings ensuring that data is valid and reliable. Sharpe argues that many factors must be taken into account when determining the recent increase in young female offending- the book implies that new policy and new legislation, reformation of youth justice system, improved policing, and the introduction of national crime recording need to be considered when determining the root of this new visibility.  (Aapola, et al., 2005) Believe that the construction of the new female crime wave comes as a result of a change in women’s expectation and opportunities in modern day society. 
As previously stated the central aim of this research was to analyse contrasting perspectives of female lawbreakers- nature and causes, the suitability and effectiveness of the new youth justice system and the social structures delimiting their opportunities criminal and noncriminal. Sharpe used a qualitive research method setting out to interview 52 girls within the youth justice system and 48 criminal justice professionals. Sharpe weighed up a number of possible and negative research such as studying women only may have a ghetto affect, may risk abandoning boys of their fate, risk of othering females. Sharpe’s decision to interview young offending girls only was to allow greater degree of representativeness’ of young women in youth justice system. Sharpe used the grounded theory approach to collect and analyse data. The qualitive research methodology gave the girls power in setting the agenda and defining issues important to them allowing Sharpe to interact with young offending girls on a more open and personal level. However the weaknesses of this research method are very apparent throughout the research findings and evaluation. The semi planned semi-structured interviews became more unstructured than intended, a number of girls partnered up in interviews affecting validity of data, majority of interviews were carried out in public places with disturbances. Analysing data from interviews is difficult and its validity is questionable due to interviewee’s theories impacting individual’s accounts, or inevitably rewriting or reconstructing the activities to create coherence in their narratives. Sharpe’s research provides a strong conclusion to the matter of female youth offending however the data found is questionable. 
Coming from a criminologist who focuses her studies around female offenders and ex-offenders this book may have a biased view- Throughout this book Sharpe displays a strong opinion against the work of other academics  mainly the work of men who  blame young girls for adopting the behaviour of boys - violent behaviour, public uncouth behaviour, binge drinking (Hough, 2010). This possible biased view may affect the reliability of data found within the research. Recommendations for a re-write of this text include less emphasis on the criticisms of other work throughout the book, refraining it to a few sections only. Secondly a improved qualitive research plan – possibility to conduct longer more private interviews in order to avoid disruption and the analysation of data without previous opinions on the matter affecting the interviewees. 
Sharpe’s writing style is intended for non-expert, academic or non-academic audiences – the text can be easily read and includes elements of sarcasm. 
This book is a welcomed addition to the research area, despite female youth offenders growing popularity there is clearly insufficient research on the area. This book provides a new outlook and insight into the subject matter – it focuses on the voices of the girls themselves rather than the false facts and dramatization of the media and other stereotypical academic texts. This book has been widely praised and has proven to be extremely influential on the new academic work surrounding young offending females.  
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