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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook). 
	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Part 7, Section 130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWA 2014) places a duty on those who work with children to report concerns of harm to the Local Authority the child is currently residing. It also further defines a ‘child at risk’ as a child who is or is at risk of experiencing either abuse, neglect, or harm, and likely to also have care and support needs. 

Once the child has met the criteria of ‘reasonable cause to suspect’ the local authority would proceed with an investigation under the Children Act 1989 (Part 5, Section 47), result of this investigation should conclude whether the local authority needs to intervene to ‘safeguard or promote a child’s welfare’. There may be sufficient evidence to initiate immediate protection for children through actioning for example on Emergency Protection Order or a Police Protection Order. If the child is found not to be at risk, the local authority may consider the execution of their responsibilities under Part 4, Section 37 SSWA 2014 to meet the care and support needs of the child. However, if professional judgements conclude the child is at risk of ‘significant harm’, where the practitioner should compare the child’s health and development to that expected of those of a similar age (Children Act 1989, Section 31), Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2023) will need to be implemented. The initial step within these procedures places a duty to arrange an initial Case Conference within 15 days, where a decision is made to place the child’s name on the Child Protection Register and develop a Child Protection Plan. Throughout the safeguarding process of children Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2023) promotes a child-centred practice ensuring the child is offered independent advocacy (SSWA 2014, Part 10) and their family or caregivers are involved throughout. Furthermore, the Working Together to Safeguard People, Volume 5 (Welsh Government, 2018) places a duty on practitioners to speak with children to understand their wishes and feelings, finding what matters to them and ensuring their best interests is at the centre of assessments and care plans. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was introduced in 1989 to commit to the protection of children around the world. Despite this legal framework there are still children whose needs are not adequately met. The UNCRC is built of 54 articles, some of which are relevant to safeguarding children in Wales such as Article 9 which limits the possibility of child being removed from their parents care unless they are identified as a ‘child at risk’. Furthermore article 24 and 27 ensures children have the right to food, water and shelter. Which are basic needs identified by the Maslow’s hierarchy of needs to ensure people are able to reach their full potential (Pichère & Cadiat, 2015). 

Within my place of work there are policies to safeguard children and adults, placing the responsibility to inform on all local authority staff, providing referral information to those who would need to implement their responsibilities. Furthermore, each staff member undertaking ‘regulated activities’ must have criminal record checks and ensure they have been provided with adequate training regarding safeguarding of children and/or adults. A designated safeguarding person is also available in each department for advice and support.

Word Count - 542



	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The first difference between adult and children safeguarding is the issue of gaining consent from the adult, who is assumed to have mental capacity, to complete an adult safeguarding referral. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 protects the rights of individuals over the age of 16 yrs. old to make unwise decisions and practitioners must assume they have capacity unless a formal mental capacity assessment concludes otherwise. This also ensures that the co-production principle of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWA 2014) is upheld. Despite the Mental Capacity Act 2005 protecting decision making of those 16 and over, Part 1 Section 3 (SSWA 2014) identifies a child as under 18 years old, therefore practitioners need to take special consideration into evidence of risk of abuse and the mental capacity of the child (Part 3, Section 22, SSWA 2014) before assessing. Gillick Competency (Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech, 1986) was also introduced in the 1980s to protect the mental capacity of young children to be involved within their care and to ensure their voice is heard during such procedures. Regardless it is best that an adult with parental responsibility (Section 3, Children’s Act 1989) consents to the care and support offered to children under 16. Thus, a children’s safeguarding referral can be made without obtaining the consent of the child or parent, however, the family must be kept informed. 

Another significant difference is the ability to remove a child from the care of their parents or caregivers by application to the court under the Childrens Act 1989, these processes can occur without the child's or those with parental responsibility’s consent despite still maintaining mental capacity. However, the local authority cannot remove an adult from their home address to safeguarding themselves or others, unless they have been assessed and detained under the Mental Health Act 1983 for the purposes of ongoing assessment or treatment needs. Adults detained under the Mental Health Act 1983 however do have the right to appeal this decision. Similar procedures are in place to protect those receiving care in hospital and care homes under the Court of Protection, Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (Mental Capacity Act, 2005) however again the adult must have been assessed to lack the capacity to make such decisions. 

Despite these differences, since the introduction of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2023) and the integration of children and adult safeguarding in one national policy both person-centred approaches and co-production are strongly encouraged throughout the whole process, from duties to inform and developing protection plans. 

Word Count - 421
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