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	NAME:  Hannah BROWN 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2132004

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
Are neighbourhood teams effectively dealing with community based issues and preventing crime and identifying the vulnerable adults and children with current tactics and prevention tools. 

The police have always been in demand to work with communities and increase public confidence. The response teams as a whole are managing heavy workloads and dealing with issues that arise within the community. Several years ago in the UK, the government implemented the Neighbourhood Policing Teams. These teams were put in place to build public confidence, having more visible officers on the streets. These teams would also be able to dedicate their time in looking into issues such as drug dealing, anti-social behaviour. There are several police strategies that these teams use to tackle the issues that are raised by the communities we serve. These include problem solving, crime prevention, intelligence gathering, warrants executed under the misuse of drugs act.
The founder of the police service, Sir Roberts peel stated that, ‘Police are the public and the public are police’, however the Lammy review 2017 which considered the treatment of, and outcomes for black, Asian and minority ethnic individuals in the criminal justice system, found a significant proportionate rise in offending, reoffending and youth prisoners over 10 years (Gold, 2022).

Within my project I will expand on how there was a need for other departments to assist officers who were employed to deal with immediate risk as the continuing issues, such as anti-social behaviour and the development of intelligence, were failing to be addressed.

The Police Foundation have written a report in relation to Neighbourhood policing: Past, present and future. Neighbourhood policing in the UK can be traced back to the emergence of community policing in the US and to the events that led to the publication of the Scarman Report (Lord Scarman, 1981) at the beginning of the 1980s and, some twenty years later, to the introduction of the National Reassurance Policing programme. The positive outcomes of the National Reassurance Policing Programme led to the national rollout of the Neighbourhood Policing Programme in 2005 and the introduction, of the first time, of Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) and dedicated neighbourhood policing teams across the country (Longstaff et al., 2015). Within my project I will detail how there are different powers between police officers and community officers and why these are different. I will also be detailing the use of the neighbourhood teams and social media and the impact this has on the community and how times have moved on from having face to face meetings and that with online content. (Bullock, 2017).
The Neighbourhood teams are vital in helping to identify these young children that have been exposed to adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s.) The members of the Neighbourhood teams such as community support officers are based within the community and one of their main duties is to engage with the community and build a repour. They engage with all members of the community, and this includes going into schools, what better way of identifying those children that could be a risk of becoming involved with criminality and putting project sin place to try and divert their attention from what they believe is the route for them.

What are ACE’s – these are Adverse Childhood experiences that describe traumatic experiences that can have lasting effects into adulthood. If a child experiences traumas before the age of 18 thus can have lasting impact on their mental health, physical health, and general wellbeing. Some examples of ACE’s are:
Experiencing physical or emotional abuse
Abandonment or neglect 
Losing a family member to suicide 
Growing up in a household with substance abuse or alcoholism 
Having a mentally ill parent
Having an incarcerated parent 
Being a child of divorce or parental separation. (Wisner, 2022)



Neighbourhood teams also look at different avenues to resolve situations this could be in the form of mediation. This is another tool that can be utilised when all other options have been exhausted and before any criminal offence has been committed, in some cases even if a crime has been committed if it is low level and all participants are willing then this form of interaction can be considered. Mediation is where parties come together to resolve disputes which include issues such as, noise, anti-social behaviour, abuse or threatening behaviour, rubbish, parking , boundary disputes and many many more, the list is not exhaustive. Its aim is to avoid the need for lengthy and expensive legal proceedings. It is also more flexible as the law does not recognise all the issues arsing between neighbours. However, trying mediation does not prevent you from using other procedures later if no agreement is reached. (mediationsurrey.org, n.d.)

I will also be detailing in my piece of work how neighbourhood teams work effectively with partner agencies with gathering intelligence and the improvements that could be made to prevent further harm to the vulnerable members of the community.
There are numerous debates within parliament discussing the effectiveness of Neighbourhood teams and community support officers. In 2022 the debate stated that since 2019, neighbourhood crime had reduced by 20%, this was a direct quote by Helen Hayes. (hansard.parliament.uk, n.d.)
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This could be due to the crime prevention advice and departments that some of the forces are using, one of these departments being We Don’t Buy Crime. This is where a dedicated team to look at acquisitive crime. 

This topic is worthy of further research to study as many of the police forces work differently and the impact that anti-social behaviour is having on the community and the vulnerabilities surrounding young people and if the current neighbourhood team need more powers to deal with these young people more effectively and if the money that is being spent on these departments are worth what the public expect. It will also be worth finding out how other police forces are tackling neighbourhood issues and why some forces use different powers for their Neighbourhood Teams, could this be due to funding or is the crime more violent in certain areas than others. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

There will be four stages in which will be conducted for the correlation of research and results, that will run along the side timeframe that has been set out for me to ensure that the results and work are handed in on time and completed. These will be.

1 – To collate a proposal for the research that I will conduct and submit within the ethical approval, within this it will detail the aims and objectives of my piece of work and the methodology.
2 – Assemble an extensive literature review of the proposal project 
3 – To create and distribute questionnaires in relation to my topic in question and then to analyse the data collated by this and provide feedback and intertwine this into my conclusion.
4 – To collaborate with my supervisor to gain support and guidance with the completion of my final piece of work and for them to proofread and improvements to be made in readiness for the final submission. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:


There are key literature items that I will aim to utilise as part of my research, and these will be from government reports throughout the UK. College of policing textbook and reports. 
I will also aim to use published articles from communities around the UK, in relation to work completed in the communities and different strategies and plans that are working well and what needs to be improved. I will also look at reports and published articles from police forces across the UK. 

Further research will be gathered in the form of quantitative and qualitative research.

I will also be gathering research by creating and distributing attune questionnaire, this will be sent across electronically to a number of Neighbourhood Policing teams across the force for their view and this will deliver a better understanding of what the teams feel that they need to deliver a better and more improved service to the community.

There will be also research gathered from police forces across the UK and possibly looking into the police forces across the USA and hoe each force utilise their Neighbourhood teams and what organisational strategic plans to tackle issues within the community and the plans each force have currently to look at crime prevention and how the neighbourhood teams are using the problem solving model to impact their communities. 

If I identify further methods of research during my study, then I will consider implementing this and also seek further ethical approval for this potential research. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The proposed methods are intended to meet the objectives of the research project. I will conduct an extensive literature research; this will develop the literature review.

The methods that I will consider completing this project will be looking at qualitive and quantitative date. The qualitive date will give me the opportunity to gather results from members of the police force that are currently working in these departments and their options on this topic. The quantitative data will give me statistical results in relation to how police forces have improved public engagement of confidence since the implementation of Neighbourhood teams. I will analysis the data from online resources and display these within my project to either illustrate the pros and cons in relation to public satisfaction. 

The research will be conducted by developing a structed questionnaire that will be circulated to approximately 50 people within the Gwent policing area along with members from partnership working within Torfaen council, the department being community safety. I intend to distribute the questionnaire electronically so I can receive the results in real time and there will be less waste in the form of paper. I will use a form of electric software to create and store the information gathered. These questionnaires will be the best form of data that can be used to show the quantitative data that is gathered.

Once the questionnaires have been completed and results gathered. These results will be prepared for analysis and added to me research for my project. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The intended targets to participate in my research will be members of the public, I will engage with these individuals in form of a questionnaire. This will be sent out to fellow colleagues and members of the community such as local councillors and neighbourhood watch groups. I will be asking if they feel that the Neighbourhood team could be doing more and have more powers to assist with he issues that are highlighted by the community and if these teams are delivering on public confidence


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I have no anticipated ethical issues at this stage of my dissertation. I do not anticipate there being any form of ethical issues during the preparation, research or final presentation for my dissertation. 

	TIME SCALE:

As a full time police constable, I work a shift patter of six shifts in work and these consist of day shifts, afternoon and night shifts and this is followed by four rest days. Within these days i balance a social and family life and running a household. Therefore, my time is limited. I am following the timetable that has been set out by the university. This is assisting me with keeping on track with research and planning my time for my dissertation affectively. 
The following timetable has been created to illustrate the specific timeframes and deadlines.
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