[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing an Abstract

· Remember that your Abstract is a synopsis, or a summary of your work.
· Your Abstract, unlike the other parts of your dissertation, needs to be single spaced.
· Some Abstracts are written in Italics.
· There is conflicting advice as to whether an Abstract should be written in the present or past tense, consider which sits better with your research, but be consistent.
· Your Abstract should contain:

· A statement of the issue that your research is addressing.  Identify the focus of your research 
· An indication of the need for your research, point out the rationale for your research
· Your research methodology/methods
· Your overall research question
· Your main findings/conclusions  [i.e. the answer to your question]
· Any recommendations for practice

· Position your ‘key words’ at the end of your Abstract, on a separate line. Include up to five key words that capture the nature of your research.
Template: [example only]
The following template highlights the main elements that you ought to include in your Abstract, i.e., your research area, the need for your research, how you did your research, your findings and your recommendations.  You can refer to this when you are doing your Abstract.  
The focus of this research is in the area of … … …
Such a study is important in order to … … …
The research approach adopted in this research includes …   … …
The findings from this research evidence how … … …
The main conclusions from this research are … … …
Recommendations are made for practice in that …. …. …
Key words: a,b,c,d,e
