In this assignment I will be writing a commentary on The Crucifixion, an illumination taken from a French prayer book published in Amiens between 1280 and 1299. [footnoteRef:1]. It is called an illumination as the background is filled with gold leaf, which could represent either the significance of what is being shown, or the wealth of who produced this image, or it could represent both.  [1:  The Morgan Library & Museum, Medieval Renaissance Manuscripts Available at: http://ica.themorgan.org/manuscript/page/110/128492 (Accessed on: 01/10/19). ] 

Upon first glance the illumination depicts Jesus on the crucifix as dead or nearly dead. When looking more closely at Jesus you can see he wears a crown made of thorns, is pierced with nails and is wearing only a loin cloth. There is also a stab wound which is bleeding, along with where he has been pierced with nails. Above Jesus’s head is a scroll in Latin reading INRI, which means Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. [footnoteRef:2] This main part of the image is representative of a pinnacle point in the origins of Christianity and still today is a very important part of this faith.  [2:  Singh, R. Why is INRI written on a cross and what is its significance? Available at: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Why-is-INRI-written-on-a-cross-and-what-is-its-significance/articleshow/274087.cms (Accessed on: 01/10/19).  
] 

Surrounding the image is a frame in the gothic architecture style, which was common in this time period and also originated from the country in which this image was produced. [footnoteRef:3] There are six French heraldic shields, three of which appear to have a coat of arms, which could be there to represent the country and the people who this image was produced for. The frame itself does not have any relation to what the image is depicting, though it does show the artistic style of the times, as framing images and having a boarder around them was popular. It also shows the adaptation of significant events by adding the medieval style of art to the image of events that have previously occurred.  [3:  Zelazko, A. Gothic Architecture Available at: https://www.britannica.com/art/Gothic-architecture (Accessed on: 01/10/19). 
 ] 

At the top of the cross above Jesus there is a pelican, which was a popular symbol in the medieval times because of its religious association. [footnoteRef:4] It became a Christian symbol to represent Jesus. [footnoteRef:5] This representation comes from the story of a mother pelican whose young chicks were violent towards her, despite her selflessness in caring for them, and so in her anger she kills them. However, after three days she feels remorseful and so cuts herself on her side and bleeds over her dead chicks which revives them but she herself dies after having made a sacrifice for them. [footnoteRef:6] This represents Jesus as it mirrors what happened. Jesus died for our redemption as man had sinned and fallen from grace, and so Jesus was crucified for mankind to redeem us all. His blood was shed, as was the mother pelicans, to bring us back and give us new life. In the image, Jesus is struck on the side and is bleeding, much like the pelican, to give us life again.  [4:  Beran, E. The Pelican in Her Piety Available at: https://blogs.lib.ku.edu/spencer/the-pelican-in-her-piety/ (Accessed on: 03/10/19).  
]  [5:  Pineschi, A. The Pelican, Self-Sacrificing Mother Bird of the Medieval Bestiary Available at: https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/the-pelican-self-sacrificing-mother-bird-of-the-medieval-bestiary/ (Accessed on: 03/10/19). ]  [6:  Pineschi, A. The Pelican ] 

The pelican is only a small part of the image in question, however its representation and meaning is much larger, as the artist is showing the symbolism of Jesus’ death and how it was important and redeeming for humanity. 
At the bottom of the image, standing at the cross are six people; Moses, John, Mary, Longuins, Caiaphas and Balaam. Moses is holding a scroll saying MOISES, [footnoteRef:7] and he is also portrayed with horns in this image. Next to Moses is St John the Apostle, or St John the Evangelist, portrayed with a halo around his head. He was one of the first disciples of Jesus which could be why he is in the image. In the image he is also holding up Mary, Jesus’ mother, as she is stricken with grief. Mary felt great pain and loss in losing her son, and so in the image there is a sword or a dagger piercing her chest to represent that pain. This can also be called the ‘sword of grief’. [footnoteRef:8]  [7:  The Morgan Library & Museum. Medieval Renaissance Manuscripts Available at: http://ica.themorgan.org/manuscript/page/110/128492 (Accessed on: 05/10/19).]  [8:  Jehovah’s Witnesses She Survived the Sword of Grief Available at: https://www.jw.org/en/publications/magazines/wp20140501/mary-mother-of-jesus/ (Accessed on: 05/10/19). ] 

Longinus of Jerusalem, or St Longinus is also portrayed at being present at the crucifixion in this image. [footnoteRef:9] Longinus was a Roman soldier whose real name is unknown, but it was he who pierced Jesus’ side. In Christianity in the later medieval period the Five Holy Wounds were focus of many powerful devotions, the last of these holy wounds being at the hand of the Roman soldier, Longinus. It is interesting and I think also important to show Longinus in this image, who is also holding a scroll showing his name, as it is an integral part of the crucifixion. The artist may be trying to show here the significance and importance of Longinus’ role by portraying him in this image, as someone who is ‘bad’ in these events, next to John and Mary who are not.   [9:  The Morgan Library & Museum. Medieval Renaissance Manuscripts ] 

Standing to the right of Longinus is someone else considered to be ‘bad’ in these; Caiaphas, a Jewish high priest who allegedly organised a plot to kill Jesus, according to the gospels at least. Jesus was accused of blasphemy by Caiaphas, however under Jewish law this was not punishable by death which is what he wanted so he turned him over to the Roman authorities. After this Jesus was tried and found guilty, tortured and then killed. It is also interesting that he is portrayed in this image as it shows that people, especially in this time period, viewed him as an important part of these events and so he is shown with other important people at the crucifixion. 
Finally, in the image the cross that Jesus is on is not only a cross but a tree of life. The tree of life comes from the Book of Genesis and appears the Garden of Eden. The tree of life represents a means to continuing humankind through immortality, and so Jesus is that tree of life and through him and devotion to God, Jesus is immortalised through us. The leaves on that tree can also represent the healing of nations through Jesus. Furthermore, eating from the tree of life gives one immortality, and so with Jesus being portrayed as the tree of life it can mean that what we take from Jesus helps us to be more spiritual and that believing in him gives us eternal life through him. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Never Thirsty. Is Jesus like the Tree of Life? Available at: https://www.neverthirsty.org/bible-qa/qa-archives/question/is-jesus-like-the-tree-of-life/ (Accessed on: 05/10/19). ] 

In conclusion, the image portrays a number of things, such as the people around Jesus at the crucifixion and their relationship to him as well as their role in the events that occurred. However, I believe that the main narrative of this image is to show Jesus, on the cross and as the tree of life, as he represents Christianity and the crucifixion represents an integral part of this faith. It shows that he was sacrificed for his people. 
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