AHHI5002: Modern America
2011
Assignment 1: 1500 Words. - Choose ONE question from the Following (25% grade)
1. To what extent can the American Revolution of 1776 really be considered a revolution at all?

2. In what ways was Jefferson’s vision for the future of American society idealistic?  

3. Why did Reconstruction ultimately fail?

4. Define what is meant by the ‘Gilded Age’

5. Assess the contention that the success of the populist era lay in its future influence.

Assignment Two (2500 Words - 45% grade)
1. What were the main reasons behind America’s development as an imperial power at the turn of the twentieth century?

2. Why was the Second World War so important to American economic recovery?
3. Were the 1950s ‘Happy Days’ in America and to what extent did this era ignore impending problems?
4. What were the successes and failures of the Carter presidency?
5. Account for the crisis of confidence in American affairs between 1968 and 1974.

Modern America 1776-2009 (1500 and 2500 word essays)
MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality

•
a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

•
a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality

•
a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

•
based upon a wide and thorough reading of primary and secondary source materials

•
written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 

•
presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)

First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear and sharp focus upon the question

•
a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

•
a highly cogent and structured argument

•
a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

•
based upon a wide and thorough reading of primary and secondary source materials

•
written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 

•
presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear focus upon the question

•
an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps

•
a well developed and solidly structured argument

•
a good and thoughtful analysis 

•
based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials (with some acknowledgement of primary materials)
•
written with clarity and accuracy.

•
presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)

Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•
some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused

•
some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 

•
a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations

•
a reasonable level of argument 

•
some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative

•
some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography

•
written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.

•
presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.

THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)

Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•
limited understanding of and focus upon the question 

•
lacks structure and a sustained argument

•
some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations

•
tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis

•
limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

•
some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography

•
limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)

Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it

· Lacks structure and argument

· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic

· Descriptive and narrative in structure

· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.

· Weak writing style.

PREPARING AND SUBMITTING ESSAYS
It is important that you conform carefully to the guidelines and instructions set out below.  If you have further questions, do not hesitate to raise them with the tutor responsible for the module.

Presentation of material
· Whatever the written assignment, it should represent the most effective statement that you can make on the questions set.

· Please pay attention to style, syntax, punctuation and general organisation. A high standard of presentation is expected. 
· Please word-process essays: (though if handwritten essays are unavoidable, they must be written in legible manuscript and written in black ink to ensure that it can be easily read). Please observe the following rules:

· Use A4 paper and double spacing throughout;

· Do not print out in a draft mode or adopt a font size smaller than 12 points. Adequate margins on both sides of the text;

· Each side (and not just each sheet) should be consecutively numbered; and
· All the sheets should be stapled together.

:

· Length of essay: Please observe the maximum length of each essay or written assignment (this will be exclusive of bibliography and footnotes), which will either be 1500, 2000, 2500, 3500 or 4000 words. Although each essay should be a substantial piece of work, it will not always be necessary to use the maximum number of words. You are not being asked to write all you know about a topic and you should attempt to be concise and to the point. Work which is 10% over the prescribed number of words will be penalized up to a maximum of 5 marks. You should also be aware that work which goes substantially over the word limit, will fail to meet marking criteria of the higher bands that demand tight, concise structure and clarity of exposition, and thus its grade will fall.
