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Outline for Essay: The Rise and Impact of the Communist Movement in Cambodia (up to 1979)

Introduction:
1. An overview of Cambodia’s Communist Movement: 
· Short introduction on the main subject: the progress and inevitable takeover of the Communist movement in Cambodia, with a central focus on the Khmer Rouge under Pol Pot. 
· Shed some light on global issues that impacts the movement: Post-WWII Decolonization, Cold War dynamics, and the influence of Communist movements in Asia. 
· Main argument preview: How the movement started, developed, and led towards the cruel regime under Saloth Sar (Pol Pot) as well as insights to the societal impacts that lasted beyond 1979. 

2. Thesis Statement: 
· Write a clear thesis tying the communist movements evolution in Cambodia to specified historical conditions, transformations in ideologies, and the struggle for power cultivated by the Khmer Rouge’s rise to power and the tragic consequences for Cambodian society. 

3. Importance of primary sources: 
· Chandlers book A History of Cambodia provides broad historical context, whilst Ben Kiernan’s work, How Pol Pot came to power and The pol Pot Regime, dive into the significant rise of Pol Pot and the inner workings of Khmer Rouge’s vicious rule. 


I. Origins of the Communist Movements in Cambodia (1930-1954) 
1.  Communist influence from Vietnam and French Colonial Rule: 
· Kiernan’s How Pol Pot Came to Power:
· Peering into Vietnamese Communist influence in Indochina (1930s) and the ripple effect this had on Cambodian radicals and intellectuals under French Colonialism. 

· Chandler’s A History of Cambodia: 
· Deliberate on King Sihanouk’s reign and his established idea of a neutral Cambodia, and how this led to political repression against Communists. 
· King Sihanouk’s crackdown on Communism pushed many Communist out to the countryside, where the beginnings of rural support mobilized. 

2.  Emergence of Local Communist Ideologies and Organizations: 
· Discuss Cambodian Communist party formations and its early goals for independence and reform. 
· Explain and contrast the early Cambodian communist party against the Vietnamese communists with an emphasis on national identity. 

3.  Impact of Independence and the Geneva Accords (1954): 
· Exploring the changes in Politics after the Geneva Accords, as these granted Cambodia Independence from the French’s control whilst painting a target on it’s back for religious powers. 
· Examine the foundations of post-independence and disillusionment that allowed communist ideals to prevail and spread. 

II. Communist movements growth and radicalization (1954-1970) 
1. Prince Sihanouk’s rise to power and political repression: 
· Chandler’s A History of Cambodia: 
· Examine Prince Sihanouk’s rule and establishment of ‘neutral’ Cambodia, paradoxically this led to political repression against the Communists. 
· Sihanouk’s crackdown on Communists repelling them to the countryside where mobilizing rural support began. 

2. Formation of the Khmer Rouge and Regional Dynamics: 
· Kiernan’s How Pol Pot Came to Power
· Introduce key Leader, including Saloth Sar, and look into the influence of Maoist thought on the Khmer Rouge ideology, with a focus on radical agrarian socialism. 
· Give accounts on how U.S. intervention in Vietnam and the bombing in Cambodia which escalated anti-imperialist sentiments, allowing the Khmer rouge to boost its recruitment and support. 

3. The 1970 Coup and the Intensification of Conflict: 
· Outline General Lon Nol’s 1970 coup on Cambodia’s political landscape and its effects, including Sihanouk’s alignment with the Khmer rouge in exile. 
· Analyze the civil war between Lon Nol’s government and the Khmer Rouge, this led to the Communist movement increasing brutality and militancy. 

III. Khmer Rouge Takeover and the Pol pot Regime (1975-1979) 
1. Victory and ideological purges: 
- Kiernan’s the Pol Pot Regime
· Describe the apprehending of Phnom Penh in 1975, this marked a beginning to their radical social experiment, reverting Cambodia to the ‘year zero’ 
· Ideological purges within the Khmer rouge, as anyone without their vision were deemed a threat. 

2. the radical Agrarian experiment: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Khmer rouge’s policies of forced labour, collectivization, and the abolition of currency and religion, attempting to create a self-sufficient classless society. 

· Chandler’s a history of Cambodia: 
· Using Chandler’s knowledge to examine the impact these policies had on Cambodia’s society, including mass displacements and cultural heritage loss. 

3. Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing: 
· Kiernan’s The Pol Pot regime
· An overview of the policies regarding genocide, enacted under Pol Pot, specifically targeting the Vietnamese, Cham Muslims, and other groups. This quest is set for the purification of Cambodia. 
· Discuss the magnitude of the genocide, it’s scale and scope, nearly two million Cambodians died of starvation, forced labour, and executions. 

IV. The fall of the Khmer Rouge and the aftermath (1979) 
1. Vietnamese invasion and collapse of the Khmer rouge regime: 
· Discussing the 1979 Vietnamese invasion which overthrew the Khmer rouge, it was portrayed as liberation and geopolitical move by Vietnam to assert regional influence. 
· Explain how the Khmer rouge retreated to the Thai border, continuing their guerrilla warfare and remained a destabilizing force for years to come. 

2. Immediate aftermath and legacy of the Khmer rouge: 
· The physical, psychological, and cultural devastation of the Khmer rouges impact will be examined, including societal trauma and loss of infrastructure. 

· Kiernan’s The Pol Pot Regime 
· Discuss international reactions, humanitarian responses, and the complexity of the Khmer rouges legacy with genocides within Cambodia and globally.


V. Conclusion

1.  Restate Key findings and reflect on the communist movements legacy: 
· Summarizing the how, to the communist movement, its roots in anti-colonial sentiment and rural agrarianism morphing. 
· Reflect on the consequences of this extreme movements ideology and actions on Cambodian society, politics, and culture. 

2. Implications for future studies and the lessons of Cambodia’s tragedy: 
· Discuss the global significance of Cambodia experience, this includes lessons on the dangers of ideological extremism, isolationism, and unchecked authoritarian power.

3. Closing remarks: 
· Emphasize the importance of this piece of history, studying and remembering it, understanding the profound effects of revolutionary movements and to prevent future atrocities. 
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