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Purpose and Aim
This unit will enable Assistant Practitioners to understand clinical decision making, how this informs safe and effective practice and how to analyse their own decision making skills. Clinical decision making will apply to decisions made in wide-ranging health or social care practice situations.
	Learning Outcomes
The learner will
	Assessment Criteria
The learner can

		1.
	Understand the role of clinical decision making within clinical practice.



		1.1
	Explain what is meant by clinical decision making.

	1.2
	Summarise the clinical decision making process.

	1.3
	Summarise the core skills required to make effective clinical decisions.

	1.4
	Describe how person centred care informs clinical decision making and practice.

	1.5
	Explain factors which affect clinical decision making, to include:
• information and knowledge sources to utilise to make effective clinical decisions
• barriers to effective clinical decision making.

	1.6
	Analyse the information and skills which inform own clinical decision making.

	1.7
	Describe how clinical decision making informs therapeutic practice.

	1.8
	Summarise the governance that supports clinical decision making.




		2.
	Understand the concept of shared decision making.



		2.1
	Explain the concept of shared decision making.

	2.2
	Analyse the benefits and risks of shared decision making.




		3.
	Understand clinical decision making within own practice and setting.



		3.1
	Evaluate clinical decisions made within own setting.

	3.2
	Analyse factors that influence own decision making.

	3.3
	Analyse the role of knowledge, judgement and evaluation in own clinical decision making.





Assessment Methods:
Case Study
Assessment Information:
When assessing this qualification assessors must obtain documented feedback from others

AC1.1 The learner must demonstrate that they understand the principles of clinical decision making by including:
• the spectrum of decision making
• the difference between simple and complex clinical decision making
• how different types of risk are balanced when making a decision
• the relationship between good decisions and safe care.
 
AC1.2 and AC1.3 The learner must discuss at least three core skills for 1.3 and must explain how/why these core skills are required to make effective clinical decisions.
 
AC1.5 A minimum of two information/knowledge sources and a minimum of two barriers must be given within the explanation. Information/knowledge sources can include evidence and research or knowledge obtained prior from practice.
 
AC3.1 A minimum of two clinical decisions, one of which must be a complex clinical decision. The learner must produce reflective accounts on recent decisions they have made, to include:
• Was the decision made objectively?
• What data and evidence informed the decision?
• Did personal attitudes or biases have a part to play in the decision?
• Was the individual receiving care and support involved in the decision making process?
• Reflecting on own decision making patterns.
If not specifically stated in the assessment information, a plural statement in any assessment criterion means a minimum of two.
Assessor Requirements:
Assessors must be occupationally competent registered practitioners, or Assistant Practitioner holding an appropriate assessor qualification. Both must have at least a minimum of two years’ experience in practice.
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