OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:  26/9/22, 11.00am. Year 1 and 2 classroom, children in incident year 2


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context


I attended an English speaking primary school in South Wales.  I was situated in a mixed year 1, 2 class. The class was made up of three previous classes. This had an impact on the class dynamic as all the children were still getting to know each other and we they get along with and who they do not. The foundation phase building was open planned. The AoLE was mathematics and numeracy. The teacher had just done a class exercise of numbers and reciting numbers 1-10 and looking at number bonds to 10. The teacher had a group of students in the classroom at the table, another group was outside with the teaching assistant, the other children had free time in the classroom either in the shared back area, on the carpet and or in the shared corridor. 



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

In the incident, two children were playing out in the shared corridor. At the far end was a creative area which had paint. Child A was speaking unkindly to child B, child A proceeded to paint her hands and place them on to child B’s back leaving two painted handprints. Child B painted her hand and placed it onto child A’s shoulder and painted the rest of her shoulder as well. At this point they were spotted by an adult and were taken to the teacher. The teacher spoke to them and separated them for the remaining of the day. When the other children sat on the carpet child A sat on table 1 and child B sat on table 2. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

[bookmark: _Hlk118641464]The research I would look at is negative and postive reinforcement and punishment. The teacher took away the trust he had in them to play alone, he also took away the creative area from them for that day. By taking this away the behaviour stopped. I would look into this further and how it would work with adding things to the situation. The fact that the children have come from different classes and are still working out friendships and personalities could be something that is underpinning this as well. 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

There are 32 children in the class, on this day there was 30. On this day year 1 children were being tested so the wellbeing activity the children do a Monday morning went on for over an hour instead of the usual half an hour. The teacher was testing in the hall, the teacher assistant was in the class. The children also did not have the chance to go outside for morning play. They did not have a chance to see a change of scenery or run about. 











	Date and time, year group: 27/9/22, 8:40-9:30am, Year 4 classroom


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

I attended an english speaking primary school in South Wales.  I was situated in a straight year 4 class. There was another year 4 class round the corner and there was  T.A that works between the two classes. There was approxmately 40 children between the two classes. The children start coming into school from around 20 to 9, some of the children had come from breakfast club and some had come straight from home. There is brief link with the AoLE of mathematics and numeracy as there was three different sets of number of the day on the board when the teacher arrived.




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The T.A opened the side door which is located by the door to the classroom I was in. The door was opened around 20 to 9 and the children slowly started to arrive. The teacher arrived at the same time of the children which meant the teacher did not have things set up ready for the children. The T.A told the children to do their usual morning activities which they began doing. Two children started giving out one set of books and two more children started to hand out another set of books. The children stared to look through their books and carried on like the teacher was there. As soon as the teacher did arrive, she put on number of the day on the board and the children undertook this. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


The research I would look at is behaviour managment and how routines can beneift the children. Even without the teacher being there the children knew what they did in the monrings and undertook it with little disruption. By having this it would limit the children starting to get distracted which could carry on through the day. However, I would research into do routines always work and what happens when a routine needs to change and needs to change very quickly or suddently and the impact that has.



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

It was a Tuesday, the children have had a day back in school from the weekend this could be why the routine was undertaken so well. There is only 20 when it is full which is a smaller class which means distraction levels could be lower. In addition to this, they are year 4, the children are older which is another matter to consider in regards to routines and implimentating them. Would that routine run as smoothly if the children that give out the books were not in? All of these different factors would need to be considered.






	Date and time, year group: 26/10/22, year 1 and 2 class, 11am


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

I attended an english speaking primary school in South Wales.  I was situated in a mixed year 1, 2 class. The class was made up of three previous classes. This had an impact on the class dynamic as all the children were still getting to know each other and we they get along with and who they do not. The foundation phase building was open planned. The AoLE was mathematics and numeracy. The teacher was doing a class excerise of numbers and reciting numbers 1-10 and looking at number bonds to 10. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

All the children sat on the carpet, and I could see they all had spaces of where to sit. They also sat in rows and the rows were their class groups as well. The teacher was undertaking a class exercise at this point the class were looking at number bonds 1-10. The teacher was saying one number and the children would say the pair to make 10. The majority of the children were all engaged however I could notice one or two children that on the opposite side of where the teacher was sat were getting a bit distracted. The teacher did not notice and carried on with the group exercise. During this exercise the teacher used different AFL strategies including talk partners and then looking back at me. When this was done all the children do engage again. 




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The research I would look at is seating plans and the benefit of using that. Having seating plans I could see in the observation limit fussing when getting on the carpet which means this is a quicker process. However, I would like to explore seating plans and how to be able to work them effectively as in the observation one or two children were not fully engaged. I would also research AFL’s and how they work and how they can be used to keep children engaged. As seen in the observation because the teacher did not just ask the children to listen and look he instead got them to discuss in partners which can be a sign that they then want to share their answers which means engagement. I would look at different AFL’s and how to use them effectively to get the best engagement out of the children.



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

There are 32 children in the class, on this day there was 30. The children did not have the chance to go outside for morning play due to the weather. They did not have a chance to see a change of scenery or run about. This meant that the children had already sat on the carpet for around 30 minutes watching bananas in pyjamas and eating their fruit. This means that the children were sat on the carpet for a very long time.







