

“Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001)
[bookmark: _Int_99QSYHtQ][bookmark: _Int_UBZx9z8q]In this essay, there will be arguments made from various sources to determine what the word ‘terrorism’ means. Some will include the word “violence”, “threats”, “actions”. These words do imply terrorism, however these words are not specific and do not specify what acts need to be done, so that the public services units know the difference between a terrorist attack or a crime with a lower threat. This essay will also include definitions made by academics, UK legislation, and authors who constructed a different definition to that made by Cooper.  
1) Compare and contrast this definition with other working definitions of terrorism
Cooper’s definition does not specify what “fear” means, as it could mean ‘violence’, ‘violent threats or other means. Whilst most terrorist groups are generating fear in civilians to spread their message, some terrorist groups could be seen as freedom fighters (for example the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian’s). It could be argued that they are not implicating fear for the purpose of securing or maintaining over other human beings, they are fighting so that the Palestinians are free from Israeli control who call them terrorists for not complying with them (CITATION).
[bookmark: _Int_qm8IbJ04]There is no accurate definition when it comes to the word ‘terrorism’. Many different websites, books and academics have separate ways to define terrorism, for example most definitions have the word ‘violence’ included in them, however, that could mean performing violence or threating to use violence. (Conclusion??)
Dr Boaz Ganor simply says ‘Terrorism is the deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians’ (YouTube clip). The statement is wide and does not define how bad the ‘violence’ must get, so that terrorism can be established. For example, could punching a civilian be classed as terrorism? Cooper and Ganor’s definitions are similar, as they have short definitions which do not give enough information about what terrorism is.
(Williams, 2012) The 1989 Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provision) Act 20(1) says “Terrorism” means the use of violence for political ends and includes any use of violence for the purpose of putting the public or any section of the public in fear” (Williams, 2012).  According to Williams (2012) in 1996 Lord Lloyd suggested that the terrorism legislation was “too narrow”, and he thought the FBI (28 code of Federal Regulations Section 0.85, found in Terrorism in the United State, 1999) concept was more appropriate as it reads “the unlawful use of violence against persons or property to intimate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or the any segment thereof in furtherance of political or social objectives” The FBI definition …give more detail?......
[bookmark: _Int_7CXJhTIc]Because the definition for terrorism in the 1989 Prevention of Terrorism was not sufficient, the UK parliament assembled a new legislation called the Terrorism Act (2000). The Terrorism Act has been divided into sections defining terrorism, and was updated a number of times between 2000 and 2009, because, during that time there were numerous terrorist attacks and so the government needed to produce a better understanding on what terrorism is in order to .
The sub sections of the Terrorism Act 2000 explain terrorism in more depth. To summarise, Section 1 explains, if there are threats being made towards the government or the public whether for “political, religious, racial or ideological causes”.…. Section 2 describes what actions must be done for there to be terrorism, for example subsections a and b state that terrorism “involves serious violence against a person” or “serious damage to property”. Furthermore, section 2, explains if an attack is life threatening and “creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public” (legislation …..) then it is classed as terrorism. Section 3 quickly explains (The use or threat of action falling within subsection (2) which involves the use of firearms or explosives is terrorism whether or not subsection (1)(b) is satisfied???). Next, section 4, analyses that all … Finally, section 5, …	Comment by Claire Edwards: Write sentences without subsections

2) Discuss the implications of different definitions, and the lack of a consensus of definition, on the understanding and policing of terrorism
A definition is needed for terrorism, because it helps the public services know the threat of an attack. Whether it is a health and safety risk for the public or the attack is endangering a large number of people, normal policing would not be able to diffuse the situation, as there might not be enough policing resources available. In the UK, a standard police officer has a baton, radio, incapacitant spray and a taser (source), which is not enough to stop someone with a suicide vest. Therefore, a detailed definition of terrorism alerts the public services whether special forces need to be called and helps services to understand the level of the threat (citation). 
Dr Ganor (DATE) and Cooper (DATE) have both short but broad definitions of terrorism, however, they have slightly different meanings. Dr Ganor is describing terrorism as “deliberate use of violence against civilians” and Cooper’s is “the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings”. Both definitions have the key words, “Deliberate” and “intentional”. This suggests that for there to be a terrorist attack, it needs to be planned out and furthermore, these definitions both suggests as well that terrorism is aimed at just the “civilians”, not the government. Lastly, both definitions use different words, such as “fear” and “violence”, but both could mean the same. However, the word fear, could just be threats being made so that the terrorist organisation could scare the public or government. The word violence in the quote means, acts need to be carried for there to be terrorism, for example shootings or bombings. 
The definition from the current UK Terrorism Act involves more concepts, for example section 1 of the terrorism act, states that terrorism is achieved to gain ideological or political influence. The legislation is saying terrorists carry out attacks to send a message, what is more, the legislation also says, that if the threat is made to the public or to any government then it will be classed as terrorism. Section 2 has clear points, that …..
Why is this important to policing?
Aspects of policing e.g. detection and prevention not just dealing with a threat


3) Choose one or two of the studied terrorist groups and discuss their ideology, structure, and methods
[bookmark: _Int_qdRufCUx] The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is a terrorist group that has been involved with many conflicts within Iraq and Syria, and it has it’s  headquarters in..... (specific location). ISIL’s goals are to expand, govern and teach people their "strict interpretation of sharia" the ‘correct path’. ISIL is seen as a threat to countries that are allies to the United States because of their strength, but according to the European Union Agency for Asylum https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2021/14-islamic-state-iraq-and-levant-isil , the ISIL territorial control in Syria was reduced due to the capturing of Baghouz which means ISIL only had one territory in the east part of the country  in March 2019, however, it is reported that ISIL was forming cells across Syria and increasing their strength in 2020. 
ISIL have committed terrorist attacks across the world, such as the attack in France on the 13th November 2015, when there were several attacks in Paris in and around various locations, such as the Stade de France,…,…. killing 129 and injuring around 400. President Francois Hallande described the attacks as an “act of war”. According to The Paris chief prosecutor, Francois Molins (BBC, 2015), there were “three co-ordinated teams” behind the attacks. After the attack, the French police raided different areas throughout France and also Brussels. 
The attack started at 21:20, when there was an explosion outside of the Stade de France, where there were 80,000 fans inside watching France vs Germany. A man was not allowed into the stadium, because it was reported that he was wearing a “suicide belt”, when they were doing a security check. According to the Wall Street Journal (cited by the BBC, 2015) the man was walking away from the security to then detonate the explosives. A Civilian and the suicide bomber were killed afterwards. 
At 21:25 there was a team of gunman who attacked popular night spots in Paris. The first location was a bar called Le Carillon on the Rue Ailbert where gunmen were seen with AK-47 assault rifles. Next they went a Cambodian restaurant called Le Petit Cambodge. The attack only lasted minutes however fifteen people were killed and fifteen people injured. 
A second suicide vest went off at another entrance outside the stadium at 21:30. Fortunately, there were no casualties. Moments later the president of France was rushed out of the stadium. 
After the second bomb had gone off at 21:32 there was a gun attack on diners a few streets south of rue Alibert in front of a pizzeria and a café, where five people were killed and eight injured.
Then at 21:36, the gunmen targeted La Belle Equipe, a restaurant in the rue de Charonne. According to witnesses, the attackers arrived in a black Seat. The restaurant was full of people when the attack happened, causing nineteen deaths and nine injuries.
Next at 21:40, An 
Then at 21:53 there was third and final suicide bomber that blew up near a fast-food outlet.
Add more examples of attacks e.g. London Bridge – Lone Wolf less detail just an overview
Brief overview of the numbers of attacks and where?
[bookmark: _Int_5l04jN4F][bookmark: _Int_xwoCmVkl]According to Muro https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/opinion/seguridad_y_politica_mundial/why_did_isis_target_france  , ISIL carried out the attack, so that they could “destroy key components of Western culture such as ‘freedom’ and ‘democracy’. Terrorists’ groups use extreme acts to teach the public that their culture and behaviour are wrong and that they should be following the ideologies that ISIL promote.
Use of social media – recruitment and planning organising cells (spreading propaganda, radicalisation)
ISIS motives and goals are to carry out attacks in the West,


4) Explain how this does and does not fit with the definitions of terrorism
Give examples of what makes these groups terrorists in line with current definitions


Conclusion
How important is a good definition for policing? 
For police to define threat
Youtube reference:
https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/harvard-referencing/how-to-reference-youtube-video-harvard/ 
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