	Commodity Exchange of Pottery

	Defining a commodity?
Objects with no intrinsic value.
Value is socially ascribed, especially within context of mobility and exchange. 

	But: objects pass through different phases in their existence. While an object might have been intentionally produced as a commodity, specifically for exchange, once it enters a system of circulation it might undergo a number of transformations, from commodity to gift to valued possession.
How do we assess this with archaeological materials?

	Appadurai (1986: 16) divides commodities into four types:

	a)
	commodities by destination

	b)
	commodities by metamorphosis

	c)
	commodities by diversion

	d)
	ex-commodities. 

	Characterising commodities:

	1
	Emphasises the exchange value of objects – things that are produced specifically to be exchanged;

	2
	“its exchangeability… for some other thing is its socially relevant feature” (Appadurai 1986, 13)

	3
	Commodities become alienable at their point of exchange and are totally separate from embedded social relations.

	Activity

	Think about the following examples of traded pottery.
For each example assess whether these are being exchanged in their own right, as desirable vessels, or for their contents?
How do you situate the value of the vessel?
Also think about commodity branding: how does the importing community know what is the pottery contains? How can they be assured of its quality and authenticity? (think packaging and symbolic communication).
What criteria are you using to make these designations?





