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This is a 48 page script for a neo noir short film. 
The script is based on a real event  that shook Hollywood 
toward the end of the 1920’s.

The Murder of Film Director William D Taylor

Fig 1. William D Taylor. (IMDB,2019) 
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Fig 2. New York Post (1922)
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Synopsis

Gareth Hughes was my grandmother’s cousin and star of the Hollywood silent 
screen.
Hughes was one of twelve suspects questioned over the death of Taylor.
Why did Hughes disappear from this world of high society only to reappear in 
the Nevada Desert twenty years later as a missionary?

Taylor had a man servant by the name of Edward Sands who disappared after 
the murder of Taylor, Sands was never found!
Was Edward Sands an alias of Gareth’s? 
Was he just playing another part, the part of Taylor’s man servant, just to get 
close to him? The name does sound very similar to Tommy Sands, which was 
the name of the lead character Gareth played in the very successful film
 ‘Sentimental Tommy’ only a year before.

Edward Sands was never seen or heard of again, was he one and the same?
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A man is standing outside a telephone box, he is dressed in a priest’s habit. 
There is a well-dressed lady inside on the telephone, she is looking around 
and describing something or someone to the person on the other end of the 
line. She looks directly at the man and smiles at him, he nods his head and 
smiles back. She finishes her conversion and comes out of the telephone 
box, as she walks away, she turns sharply and looks at the man. 
The priest is the former Hollywood silent actor Gareth Hughes and the 
lady is Phyllis Haver, also an actor during the silent era. This is one of 
many chance encounters Gareth has with his past life. A life he thought he 
had left behind many years ago, and one he wanted to forget about.

Treatment of Opening Scene 

Fig 3. University of Nevada, 
Special Collections Department Reno.
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A body is lying on the floor, someone is standing over it.
Cigarette smoke fills the room, the cigarette drops out of hand of the person 
smoking it. 
They step on it, grinding it into the floor. 
They smile and turn away leaving the room with satisfaction. 

NEWS HEADLINE

“WELL KNOW DIRECTOR FOUND DEAD AT HIS HOME IN BEVERLY HILLS”

A man is standing outside a telephone box, he’s dressed in a priest habit.
There’s a well dressed lady inside, she’s looking around.
She’s describing something or someone to the person on the other end of 
the phone, she’s smiling.
She looks directly at the man and smiles at him, he nods his head and 
smiles.
She finishes her conversion and comes out of the telephone box, as she 
walks away she turns sharply and looks at the man.
“You look just like someone I once knew” she pauses, “Gareth Hughes?”.
The man smiles at her, he looks at her for a while “Your right I was Gareth 
Hughes once, but not any more.” 
“They call me Brother David in these parts, I haven’t been called Gareth for 
a long time, since”. He stops himself saying too much.
The lady looks puzzled, she wants to know where he’s been for the last 
twenty years.

Treatment 

Fig 4. University of Nevada, Special Collections Department Reno.
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The Cleverality and Tinpot production; ‘WHO KILLED BILL?’, is a Radio 
Docu-Drama on the life and murder of William Desmond Taylor funded by 
the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland and airs on the National Radio station 
Newstalk 106-8FM on Saturday 12th May at 7 am and Sunday 13th May at 
8 am GMT/UTC.

The radio programme will feature a dramatised reconstruction of events 
coupled with interviews from world authorities on the subject, including ex-
clusive interviews with Hollywood Historians such as, Trinity College’s Dr. 
Ruth Barton, Bison Archives’ Marc Wannamaker, as well as, Oscar-winner 
and recognised world authority on silent cinema, Kevin Brownlow.

WHO KILLED BILL? is written and directed by Marc-Ivan O’Gorman and 
produced by Daryl Moorhouse.

Research and Development
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Suspect: Edward Sands

Possible Motive:

Blackmail (sex related) or Robbery

Evidence (circumstantial and otherwise)

Worked as Taylor’s valet and cook up until seven months before the murder. 
While Taylor was in Europe the summer before, Sands had forged Taylor’s 
checks and wrecked his car. Later Sands burgled Taylor’s bungalow, leaving 
footprints on the film director’s bed. Following the murder, Edward Sands was 
never heard from again.

Source:
William D Taylor, His Life, Work & Murder. Available at:  
https://williamdesmondtaylor.wordpress.com/celebrity-suspects/ 
(Accessed 19 Nov 2019) 

The above helps to support my theory that Edward Sands and Gareth Hughes 
may have been one and the same.

Fig 5. Guy Family Archive
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9 a.

The Masonic Touch

The Brotherhood of Free Masonry had a significant influence on Gareth’s life 
from a very young age; his father was a prominent member of the Masonic 
lodge in Llanelli. So it was taken for granted that Gareth would also become 
a member, which he did. I believe that the Free Masons may have played a 
part in Gareth’s earlier success in Hollywood. I also believe that the Masons 
may have played a role in covering up some of the evidence in the murder 
of William D Taylor. They may have even helped Gareth disappear shortly               
after the death of Taylor, and set up a new life for him in Nevada. Gareth was 
quite a high ranking Mason; he was a 32nd. degree mason,which is quite an      
achievement.
 So it may have been to everyone’s advantage for Gareth to disappear.

Gareth was a member and pastor of the local Masonic lodge in Fernily, which 
is a couple of miles from Nixon, NV.

Fig 5 a. Guy Family Archive



Drawing of the murder scene, published on the day
Taylor's body was found, February 2, 1922.
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Interior of Talyor’s Apartment
Openeing Scene

Examples of colour Palettes 
for opening scenes in Talyor’s 
apartment.

Colour Palette and Look of
Star InThe Desert

Above is a example of the lighting, look and feel of Taylor’s 
apartment. 
This image also represents Hughes and Taylor arguing.

The above image represents a exterior shot of Taylor’s 
apartment, after the murder has taken place.
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Colour Palette for Pyramid Lake 
Nixon and Fallon Nevada 

Into the Wild (Penn,2007)

Blade Runner (Scott,1982)

The above examples of colour represent, a sense of 
loss and of being lost in an alien environment. 
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Pyramid Lake,Nixon Nevada 
Then and Now 

Fig 6.Paiute Tribal Archive

Fig 7.Paiute Tribal Archive

Fig 8.Paiute Tribal Archive

Fig 9.Guy Family Archive

Fig 10.Guy Family Archive
Fig 6 to 8 are photographs of St. Mary’s Church 
and School House, circa 1950.
Fig 9 to 10 are photographs of St. Mary’s Church 
and School House,circa 2008.



Poster Development

L.A. Confidential (Hanson ,1997)
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Above is a examlpe of a stylised neo noir film poster. 
The poster uses colours and fonts that have inspired 
the design for the Start In The Desert poster. 



Design Stages of Poster
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Design Stages of Poster
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Character Profiles
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Gareth Hughes the film star played by Matthew Rhys 
Gareth Hughes/Brother David played by Anthony Hopkins

Matthew Rhys
 Courtesy of IMDB

Anthony Hopkins 
Photo courtesy of Gregory Harris

Character Profile of Gareth Hughes/Brother David

Fig 14. University of Nevada, Special 
Collections Department Reno

Fig 11. Guy Family Collection Fig 12. University of Nevada, Special 
Collections Department Reno

Fig 13. Guy Family Collection

Gareth was born in a very industrial working-class town in Wales in 1894. He was 
brought up in a hard-working class environment, both parents were strict but very 
loving towards him and his brother Brinly. From a very young age, Gareth knew he 
wanted to be an actor. It was in his blood.
He started smoking at a very young age, he had always liked the idea and thought it 
made him look more mature and sophisticated.  
Gareth’s mother died when he was only 6 years of age,losing her would have a 
significant impact on his life. It would affect him for many years to come.
Gareth is, very flamboyant and confident person. He can also be, at times, 
self-doubting and melodramatic. He enjoys being the centre of attention and always 
likes a good gossip.

‘As I start learning (a part), the character becomes like a photographic plate. The 
image begins to show itself to me...If I can hear the voice and begin to see how he 
moves, then all I have to do is become that image or imitate that image and bring it 
to the screen.’ 
A quote by Sir Anthony Hopkins taken from Frensham (1996)



Character Profiles
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Courtesy of silenthollywood.com

photo by Camilla Morandi
people.com

Phyillis Haver played 
by Kirsten Dunst

William D Taylor played
by Christian Bale

Courtesy of IMDB

Copyright:Backgrid 
USA / Bestimage

 The Bishop of Nevada played 
by Bill Nighy

Father Paul played
by Brian Cranston

Getty Images

photo by Walter McBride

Frensham (1996) explains that, ‘Sometimes you will 
find your characters changing the direction or thrust 
or your original story. Don’t be afraid of it.’



Prologue 
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Here is a example of a script I started writing in 2008 based of Gareth’s story.
I have been inspired by this previous script to develop the idea further.
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Beat Sheet Example 

Films Outside the Box. (2017) states that,

‘A beat sheet is a tool that writers use to help them plan and sequence their story.
Rather than crafting full sentences, you use bullet points to outline the action tak-
ing place at pivotal points in your plot. These beats can then be used as a basis to 
craft your outline.
By properly planning your screenplay, you take a lot of the hard work out of writ-
ing. Imagine the beats of your protagonists and you begin to inhabit their universe. 
Once you have a clear picture of how they think, work and act, creating your outline 
should be a cakewalk.’
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Gantt Chart 
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SWOT Analysis
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