I am looking at 3 theorists, Skinner the behaviourist, Dewey the constructivist, and Vygotsky social constructivism to look at what we use in schools and compare and evaluate the different theories.
Skinner was a theorist in behaviourism, he was looked at in the first half of the 20th century, he followed on from Pavlov and Watson Classic Conditioning but went further stating it was automatic response or reflex and developed Operant Conditioning, which was a direct learning experience, a new response to stimulus. Behaviour reinforced would be repeated, a deliberate action to an event.         “Positive reinforcement is where good behaviour can be encouraged by offering rewards. Negative reinforcement is where the likelihood of poor behaviour can be discouraged through pairing it with an unpleasant consequence” (Bates, 2019, p.35). Rewards for example stickers, jewels in the jar, traffic lights and praise are used today in schools to help encourage children with development and to encourage positive behaviour. Skinner did step by step learning which was good for showing slower development with children with Additional Learning Needs (Lindon and Brodie, 2016). What about the children without ALN who do not understand all the work but carried on trying anyways, the children who vary rarely come out with stickers and prizes, they are forgotten? They also need encouragement, is it used fairly?
Skinner believed we learn through experience and consequences of behaviour, behaviour changes depending on reward or punishments, this links to Dewey who also believed we learned though doing, he believed in a hands-on approach and experimental learning, although behaviourist have a more extreme belief that everything is learned though experiences except the reflexes we are born with.  
Skinner observed rats, he did not do detailed observations on children to find out what the route of the behaviour is, or reasons behind it such as internal or external factors he purely looked at behaviour modifications and not any personal issues, where Vygotsky looked in detail at observations on people and children and linked his work on helping children develop, Dewey also looked at people and had a humanistic view of the world and wanted to see everyone as equals unlike Skinner who purely looked at changing behaviour not at the person, Skinner did not have a child centred or inclusive approach, and what may work on one child may not work on another child or children with Additional Learning Needs, he did not look at the individual child.
Skinner and Vygotsky disagreed over language, Vygotsky believed language was an important social tool and need to be reinforced through play and learning from early years and not adult lead where Skinner believed that parents should be correcting children's language not rewarding mistakes (Lindon and Brodie, 2016). We know that we may add words to our children language and make it into a sentence as we repeat it back, to try to extend language but to correct language and not reward mistakes as Skinner believed could have ended up with children not trying to talk at all. “Correcting mistakes inhabits communication rather than encourage it” (Lindon and Brodie, 2016, p.143).
Dewey was a constructivism theorist, he believed in curriculum, behaviour and learning through doing – experimental, hands on learning.  He was humanistic, seen everyone as people. Dewey believed interaction, experience and reflection was key to the education practice (Bates, 2019).  “Unique learners, social environment in natural settings. Students interests should be used for learning” (Williams, 2017, p.9). We still use classrooms today, but we are using forest schools and outside learning more, but we are somewhat of what Dewey suggested but the new curriculum does have students interests as paramount for learning and much more child lead subjects, also social environment links to Vygotsky's belief that the social element of language and interactions are very important to learning.
Dewey was a behaviour psychologist like Skinner, but he believed in people and interaction as an important tool to learning unlike Skinner. Under the new curriculum there is more balance between knowledge, skills and learning through real world doing experiences (Wightwick, 2019). Linking with Skinner who believed we learn through experience and consequences which he believed linked to behaviour and Dewey who believed learning through doing, hands on and experimental so all though they are both talking about different ways of learning through doing both are still seeing that by doing we learn and have real world experiences which link to our new curriculum today. Teachers can plan for personalised learning in topics that interest the children making it a holistic journey and person-centred which links to carl rogers and his belief of people in the middle. “Provision by first-hand experiences and authentic learning contexts will lead to meaningful interventions” (Welsh Government, 2019, p.4). This also links back to Dewey as he believed in an education system that offers equality and opportunity for everyone (Bates, 2019).  
Vygotsky is the founder of social constructivism approach, he followed on Dewey approach but added that we need social and cultural interactions with family, friends' teachers and peers as well as play to all help the learning process. We are co-constructed and learn from one another. Developing the Zone of Proximal Development, “Understanding of a subject that may have been beyond their previous level of comprehension” (Bates, 2019, p.48). The tedium is what the child can currently achieve, and the Zone of Proximal Development is what they can achieve with support, the concern is what the child is struggling to learn on their own. ZPD helps the child develop strategies, problem solving, learning the how as well as the why (Bates, 2019). Under the new curriculum Donaldson successful futures, children learn through love of learning and problem solving (Wightwick, 2017). Which links to Vygotsky ZPD to help achieve problem solving. 
Scaffolding is the teacher's role, engaging and supporting the child while in the ZPD, with either the teacher or knowledgeable other supporting the child until the child can do it by themselves. Helping the child to take risks and reach a higher level of understanding than they can do on their own. If there is no knowledge and understanding in an area experiences of others help them to overcome this, helping push past their comfort zones (Frederickson and Cline, 2015). The teacher is huge facilitator to provide scaffolding which is the foundation for future learning under the new curriculum, in which key stages will be replaced by teacher assessed progression steps (Wightwick, 2019). More child lead progression steps and children can make their way at their own pace and time not set key stages. The teacher's knowledge of the child is a road map for individual needs (Evans, 2015). This also links to Gerald Egan, skilled helper to assist in problem-solving and opportunity development and is child centred and inclusive approach to learning and teaching.
Vygotsky was Russian and it was not till much later his work was translated into English, he disagreed with Piaget, he believed Piaget looked at what children could not do a top down view.           “Comparing Vygotsky and Piaget, concluded that problem-solving capabilities were less affected by the stage of development, but dependent more on the level of instruction. Favouring Vygotsky’s theory that social learning context is the overriding factor in development” (Lindon and Brodie, 2016, p.40). Looking at instruction levels, we know some children with ALN need slower instructions, 1 or 2 steps and time to process the information showing social learning context and instructions from teachers or professionals are a very big part of the child understanding and development.
Vygotsky died early, so he did not get chance to relook at his ideas and publications, and a lot of his ideas have been reworked and continued after his death “Vygotskian model of play and learning is the result of continued reworking of his ideas, especially in 1980s and 90s” (Lindon and Brodie, 2016, p.41). Bruner translated his work and wrote a foreword to the English translations; he developed the ideas and gaps that Vygotsky did not have chance to finish (Frederickson and Cline, 2015). What would have happened had he lived longer? Would he have relooked at his ideas and publications?
Vygotsky believed in the social context children learned and played, language was an important social tool, it is a process within social interaction (Lindon and Brodie, 2016). This also links to the new curriculum of learning through play and the rights of the child under article 31 “You have the right to relax and play” (Welsh Government, 2011). Adults should not lead play, they are a resource to guide and share strategies and social interactions and language is important in the early years we use language in bucket time and nurture groups just like ‘scaffolding’ supporting them until they can do it on their own. 
If children feel good, they can learn, there at a positive state for learning and learn through play, choices and challenges. ZPD helped the Effective Early Learning Project (EEL) that is followed in schools today (Lindon and Brodie, 2016). This also links to Carl Rogers sense of well-being and holding others in high self-esteem and congruence.  Health and well-being are a big part of new curriculum (Wightwick, 2019).
Under the new curriculum children of all ages and stages of abilities are working together,  evaluating each other work and looking at what the child does well and needs to improve on and this links with Vygotsky zone of proximal development where the knowledgeable other or peers work together to be enterprising creative contributors. Children learn at the different times and pace and need a different amount of support. According to Welsh Government (2019) new additional learning needs approach in the new curriculum, with continuum of learning from 3-16 years learning all the way through on the same curriculum with progression step to help achievement and children being the active learner with I can, I have, I am yet to learn. Progression along continuum curriculum even with ALN but progression steps may be at a different pace, under article number 29 rights of the child “You have the right to be the best you can be. Education must help you develop your skills and talents to the full” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2011, p.1).
So, in conclusion, Skinner is important for his behaviour modifications, and positive praise and rewards system although we know there is more involved behind behaviour today and finding the route problem helps the individual child. Dewey then continued with behaviour, but added that people should be seen as equals and included in choice, as well as being aware of social context helping children to learn more than sitting in a classroom and then we continue to Vygotsky who added a lot more to social context and how important working with and alongside others, language and social interactions are. Vygotsky also included the ZPD to help scaffold children with older peers and teacher to support children with what they are unable to do, something we still use in school today.
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