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Ann Lister, the Ladies of Llangollen and Vita Sackville-West: How is the evidence of their sexuality reflected in the presentation of their estates and built heritage.
This topic is quite a personal topic for me to be approaching and researching as part of the LGBT community myself, the heritage industry does not shine a vast amount of light onto those owners who were in fact lesbians in this instance as it was frowned upon. I would like to take this research further than just historic houses and the role of females in the society as there are appeared to be not as many topics on such a subject. Women are discussed massively as they are significant and have shaped the history that we know, however; the homosexual woman has been hidden from the public eye for a huge period in history. I have decided that I would like to change this and have more research on heritage and homosexuality in order to present it to the modern day society due to the fact that many people use history as a way of hiding important people out of life especially LGBT which is only recently being accepted as a being ‘normal’ when there have been significant people such as Ann Lister, the Ladies Of Llangollen, Vita Sackville- West who have in discretion have changed parts of society not just for women but the idea of society and their own way of living has been incorporated throughout many other people’s lives who would have been in the presence of such ideology. 
The method/methodology is the aspect of my research for my dissertation that I have found the hardest to figure out.  I will continue to research more into the structure of my dissertation now I have planned my chapters and layout of the dissertation. My contents page will be detailed as there are many routes that I can explore with my chosen topic for example the different theories that I will be writing about since there is relevance in both theories and my chosen topic. Each case study relates to both theories that I will be talking about, maybe some in more detail than others.
 The literature that I am currently reading in support of my extensive research is extremely helpful for the theory of authenticity but finding literature about Queer Theory to support the cases and the general overall view of Queer theory is a tough part of this research. I am struggling with this aspect as there are limited amounts of literature on these topics and their relevance to each other. I will continue to intensely research Queer Theory in hope that there is some relevance in the theory to support my questioning of historic houses, heritage and homosexuality, particularly lesbianism ‘; during the 19th century. 
I have more than one theory that I could put in place to support my extensive research such as Queer Theory which underlies clearly the studying of LGBT members of society and how they are presented not just in the heritage industry but throughout various departments. Another theory that has been a strong [footnoteRef:1]point for me is authenticity, how each historic house is different to the other and how collectively yet individually how have they shaped the historic house in their way of living.  [1:  Siân Jones, "Experiencing Authenticity At Heritage Sites: Some Implications For Heritage Management And Conservation", Conservation And Management Of Archaeological Sites, 11.2 (2009), 133-147 <https://doi.org/10.1179/175355210x12670102063661>.] 

[footnoteRef:2]Researching about LGBT History is an interesting and important topic when supporting historic houses, there are famous LGBT estate owners that were once extremely significant to their time period. Anne Lister was one of these influential bodies, during the 1740-1830’s she made quite a name for herself in the eyes of patriarchal society. Even though she was well known throughout Europe, she was still shamed upon for her sexuality. Her estate was a significant part of her life and she was one of very few women in the 19th century to own her own land and estate, the way that it is presented today reflects insanely on her life as a LGBT women when it was completely unacceptable during these times. Informing people on such influential LGBT members of society who have impacted the way that history is presented especially in historic houses in extremely important, it is unknown to a lot of people in today’s society that the famous author Virginia Wolff will be unaware of the love affair that happened between Vita Sackville West of Sissinghurst who was open with her husband about her lesbianism during the 19th century.  [2:  Alison Oram, "Sexuality In Heterotopia: Time, Space And Love Between Women In The Historic House", Taylor & Francis, 2012 <https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09612025.2012.658178> [Accessed 5 October 2019].] 

Reading about Sissinghurst which is now open to the public as a National Trust place allowing visitors to view their beautifully shaped gardens, there was a lot of hidden about their lives through the running of the estate. To the public eye the married couple were living together in a grand estate very much in love but hidden behind all the breath-taking gardens they were seeing members of the same sex right under societies noses and even their grandson was unaware of this as it was not published in the 1970’s National Trust handbook[footnoteRef:3]. This answers parts of the questions that I will be discussing and researching throughout the study of this topic and how the case studies support the theories which I will be mentioning in this work.  [3:  Alison Oram, Going On An Outing: The Historic House And Queer Public History (Leeds: Taylor&Francis Group, 2011) <http://Ebsco Host> [Accessed 2 October 2019].] 

These important people should be discussed openly in society especially due to their sexualities in a heterosexual patriarchal society that unfortunately still exists today, there are many questions which I am wanting to find the answer to within this dissertation an example of this is; Did the 3 houses have any indication of their owners sexuality or unconventionality and how has this sense developed in the heritage presentation, if at all? A very similar question is that Does Heritage practice in these houses reflect heterosexualised spaces as the norm?  Why is it only recently that their lives have become in the public gaze? When the originality of their lives was so intimate and private yet now everyone can see how they lived, and everyone is interpretation it differently as part of their own experiences. Is this the right way of using the theory of authenticity when researching about these historic houses? 
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