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Critically discuss Sweden’s youth policy in comparison to Wales

The youth policy was created in 2000 this aims to create conditions for learning, opportunities and experience that enable young people to develop their knowledge, skills and competencies (McLaughlin, 2000). This enables young people to be democratic actors, to integrate into society and in particular, to play an active role in civil society as well as in the labour market, fostering citizenship learning is a key measure of youth policies and the approach towards integrated policy (Dobrowolsky, 2003).
Sweden’s approach to the youth policy is non-existent due to its laissez faire approach to living. It has been recognised by  Hunt (2013) that having a non-existent approach has had positive impact from young people as they are freer to explore the opportunities and have more experiences from living freely however, it has also been recognised in other areas that having a non-existent approach young people are more likely to rebel and push boundaries (Morrow, 2005). 
The Swedish youth policy 2018 consists of both a long-term orientation and a programme of action (Ekman, 2018). The framework for action focuses on three main areas: the transition from school to work and society, the power and participation of young people and the leisure time, organisation and well-being of young people. However, this isn’t always a beneficial approach as it has been seen that having an approach like this towards young people giving them an insight to being more relaxed and not taking the working life serious. 

In relation to this The Youth Work Strategy for Wales (2019) this has a very similar approach in regard to helping young people address responsibilities and to explore the opportunities. Granted these opportunities are not explored as freely as Sweden but to some extent I agree that not having as the much freedom helps young people see things clearer and at a smaller scale rather than a whole load. 
A recognisable difference between Wales and Sweden is that through the Learning and Skills Act 2000, section 123, Welsh ministers have instructed local authorities to provide, secure or participate in the provision of youth support services. Whereas the Swedish approach is more free movement where local authorities don’t have to engage with young people. 
It has been recognised as an approach that the welsh government Youth Work Strategy for Wales (2019) has an intention that their youth policy has provision for young people who need advice, guidance services, youth justice teams, drug and alcohol misuse services, sexual health services and homelessness support (Board, 2004). Whereas Sweden’s approach has nothing in place for the vulnerable and the ones in need. This does not give young people the reassurance that is needed if they are in need of help as they are not as important as others. 

To conclude it has been recognised by both Sweden and Wales that they have good intention’s for young people and want to recognise he freedom to young people and the opportunities that are needed for them, however not all are beneficial to the young people and are more beneficial to the country. 
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