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Jane Goodall Scientist, Conservationist and Humanitarian dies 1st October 2025 aged 91

The writer explores the art of storytelling by an icon to the literary, scientific and Conservation movement. Dr Jane Goodall has used her observations of chimpanzees as a catalyst for storytelling to change human perception. Firmly putting animal rights and conservation of the planet on the social psyche all over the world, Goodall was the first person to recognise primate behaviours being closely akin to that of humans. Goodall became close enough to observe Chimpanzees in the wild using tools, never thought possible previously. Goodall proved the chimpanzee is more closely related to humans than previously thought by the scientists, thus changing the views of humans towards their closest cousins forever.
Goodall was different, she was untrained, had not attended college and had a secretarial course. With no pre conceived ideas entering the field of primatology. Her only qualification – “she just loved animals”. (Karbo, 2019)  It was a National Geographic film (Jane, 2017) observing her story that shared her findings with an audience of 25 million people making her a household name overnight. Story telling is a way of educating people, catalysing change in how we live with the planet.  Goodall wanted her story telling to become synonymous with conservation; (Goodall, 2021)she clearly understood that captivating stories with messages that become lasting through generations can change cultures. 
In the science world of the 1960’s an untrained woman would be disregarded. Instead Goodall was uncomfortable and shy but willing to use her sex to tell her story, engaging with the rhetoric of the time to open doors for films interviews and lectures. In one interview (Goodall, 2021) reminiscing that her “good legs” increased audience numbers. Despite the cover girl image Goodall changed science which marks a point in history where animals became recognised and sentient beings, capable and demonstrating emotion, personalities, social behaviours and use of tools. 
Goodall was a prolific author of over 30 books captivated millions and cemented her status in the scientific world and as a story telling genius(TIME, 2019) and leader of conservation.
When asked for the secret of persuasion Goodall said “What you have to do is get to the heart. And how you get to the heart? With stories “ (Goodall, 2019)
The unintended consequence of Goodall’s study of Gombe Chimpanzees of the 1960s was that of conservation and preservation of the planet. Goodall did not set out to become an activist, or a global icon. Goodalls “lived experience” brings a quality of knowledge unprecedented at the time. Telling this story through the National Geographic documentary (Miss Goodall and the Wild Chimpanzees (1965) (1988 Edited Version), 1960 (edited 1988)) proved far more powerful than Goodall admits she could have known at the time. 
Storytelling to capture the imagination – get people to listen, offer hope, (Reasons for Hope , 2023)  the mantra Goodall repeatedly tells her audience in her podcasts (Goodall, 2019) is to use stories to connect with people, “it brings understanding and they begin to care” she says, “if they care they will act.” What Goodall portends to is a ripple effect t (SUKUMARAN, n.d.) a powerful biological and psychological human resource.  (Sukumaran, 2017) This nicely packaged educational paper by Harvard Business Industry explains that to improve business outcomes “Your goal in every communication is to influence your target audience (change their current attitudes, belief, knowledge, and behaviour). Information alone rarely changes any of these. Research confirms that well-designed stories are the most effective vehicle for exerting influence.” (Boris, 2025) In her podcast Goodall (Goodall, 2019)[endnoteRef:1] advises listeners that storytelling is the power of persuasion.  Research tells us a human connection will develop empathy. Empathy will improve memory and provide action, the will for change. Therefore story telling is the most effective medium for change of human behaviour (Goodall, 2019) Clearly Goodall not only knows this but is actively continuing to story tell and encourages others to do likewise towards a goal of activism to save the planet.  [1: Abrahms, J. G. D., 2022. The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for an Endangered Planet: 1 (Global Icons Series, 1). In: Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for an Endangered Planet: 1 (Global Icons Series, 1). London : Peguin random house UK.
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This essay attempts to look at some key aspects of the drivers that helped Goodall to reach so many millions of people by using stories and changing human behaviours. Famously Goodall states “Hope does not deny evil but is a response to it” Goodall’s belief and almost reverent acknowledgement of the word Hope is repeated again and again across Goodall’s published works film and teaching and almost all her interviews and press covers. (Goodall, 2021) Her final book in 2022 The Book of Hope (Abrahms, 2022)
Admired for her, optimism and never ending desire to inspire change and hope for the future. Her famous work with chimpanzees she called her friends for over 60 years was a driver for conservation action which she campaigned tirelessly for up to the day of her death. Even after her death she had a filmed a final interview to be released by Netfilx.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Leaving her final words to hand over her story as a message of hope, 
“I want to make sure that you all understand that each and every one of you has a role to play. You may not know it, you may not find it, but your life matters and you are here for a reason.” (Goodall, 2025) And so the story of hope continues. 
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