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Introduction 
The purpose of this assessment is to write about a specific topic ,I have seen so many adverts to help the children and the families in Africa that I have chosen to talk about this instead of supermarket jobs. The research topic will be from both primary and secondary sources and it aims to contribute to forward best in this field, the question is being addressed in this work is: ‘’ Causes of poverty in Africa ?’’ 

Background regarding the poverty in Africa .

Poverty in Africa is a quite large problem, I can not talk and write about all the Continent of Africa because not all of Africa is poor, I have seen many adverts and on many panels and shops to donate for children in Africa so they can have clean water, to have the chance to go to school and clean clothes and homes. This subject intrigued me due to the fact that I see everyday people that actually have the main things in live to survive as water, food and a roof and yet they are the ones who complain that they have nothing. Nothing you have when you can not drink clean water and I am not talking about bottled water, children and people of Africa would be happy to have a small tap with clean drinkable water and food. And yet I see some adverts and tv shows about this problem some of them look happy probably because they are close to their families who fight for them as much as they can to provide them the minimum they can to survive to another day. There may be people that actually have and they do not feel the hunger, thirst and cold, they are the lucky ones who probably share with the less lucky people of poor countries in Africa. 
At the beginning I wanted to talk about supermarket because is where I work, but in my opinion about poverty in Africa is more important and is large cause.
‘’What is the cause of poverty in Africa?’’
Africa is the second large and most populated continent.
According to Poverties site between the years 1975 and 2000 Africa was the only place on earth were poverty was intensified and that the politicians and international organisation have failed to help. However there are development economists and experts that are approaching the problem from different angles to innovate ways to fight the poverty.
Although according to World poverty  not all the countries from Africa are poor, for example South Africa and Egypt are not as poor as Angola and Ethiopia.
The main cause of the poverty in Africa is that they do not have help from the outside or enough money to improve their economy. 
There are few charities that are raising money special for people in need, for children to have a better future, to have the chance to be educated and have clean water, food and a roof. Also there is a need of good hospitals and doctors to help pregnant woman and cure diseas.

Methodology
The research about Poverty in Africa brings out so many information on so many sites, yet not all of them are true and not all of them are really accurate. According to The Borgen Project there are 6 facts that about the poverty in South Africa:
1. ‘’South Africa is a middle-income nation with some highly developed economic sectors. For instance, South Africa’s stock exchange, JSE, is the largest in Africa and top 20 worldwide. Since 2000, South Africa has shown decreasing poverty and a decreasing wealth gap.
2. The country nonetheless still suffers from serious poverty and unemployment, with 25 to 30 percent of the workforce unemployed. According to the U.S. government, around 36 percent of the population is living in poverty.
3. The Statistics South Africa defines poverty with three categories: the food poverty line, the lower bound poverty line and the upper bound poverty line. About 20 percent of the population lives below the food poverty line, meaning they cannot afford food that meets a minimum calorie intake.
4. South Africa’s poverty is rooted in economic disparities. Much of the nation’s wealth, as it is a moderately wealthy nation, is concentrated in the hands of few, particularly those who controlled wealth in apartheid times. Between 60 and 65 percent of the wealth in South Africa is concentrated in the hands of the wealthiest 10 percent of the nation. Comparatively, 40 to 45 percent of wealth in the U.S is controlled by the highest 10 percent.
5. Poverty in South Africa has actually been declining since the mid 2000s. As a result of doubled per capita health spending and the building of 1.5 million free homes, among other government initiatives, over 2 million South Africans have climbed out of extreme poverty since 2006.
6. In addition to the increased government spending, the United Nations Development Program has been working with the South African agencies to redress South Africans who were forced off of their land during apartheid. This land restitution initiative will help decrease South Africa’s wealth gap.’’

 For a better understanding of the methodology about the quantitative and qualitative research the Simply Psychology site gives us an example:
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Qualitative research according to Punch (1998, p. 4) is the empirical research where data are not in the form of numbers. 
‘’ Qualitative research is multimethod in focus, involving an interpretive, naturalistic approach to its subject matter. This means that qualitative researchers study things in their natural settings, attempting to make sense of, or interpret, phenomena in terms of the meanings people bring to them’’ Denzin and Lincoln ( 1994, p.2)
I do not know many things about poverty in any Continent or Country, so I have found a research about qualitative and quantitative data about the poverty in South Africa written by Adato , M. Carter, M. and May, J. December (2004).
The novel econometrics analysis of asset dynamics from 1993 to 1998 shows that a large number of people from South Africa are trapped in poverty without a pathway out.
The qualitative analysis from 1998 to 2001 confirms the continuous of the pattern of the poverty . Further more the qualitative data permit a closer look to the specific role played by social capital and social relationships.  The social capital is the best help for the poor While some economic sense to sociability in South Africa  , elimination of the polarized economic legacy of apartheid will ultimately require more proactive efforts to assure that households have access to a minimum bundle of assets and to the markets needed to effectively build on those assets over time.

Quantitative  research according to Bryman and Bell (2007) is adopted as a research strategy for dissertation and it allows the researcher to get the facts and not abstract about the aim of dissertation.  
As I mentioned earlier Adato et all (2004) have done a research and the results of the quantitative research is draw from households in KawZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study, where originally selected at random in 1993 as is a part of a boarder national survey. They have done the interview again in 1998 and the results were the following:
The poverty against a standard poverty line were poor  in 1993 by 27% of poor which the average poverty gap were 27% ,  the number of poor has risen by 43% in 1998 and the average of poverty gap rose by 33%.

Conclusion:
I believe that we all should involve in helping poor and less lucky people, even if not with money ,because not all of us have a good job and earn a lot, at least with clothes and food. The government from Africa should involve more because as far as I have seen and read Africa is a quite reach country with a large quantity of resources and yet is poor.  However if the ones with the power do not take control over the resources and do something for the country they are there for nothing, just for the ‘’power’’, a good government is there for the country in this case Continent but yet the poor and the small countries of Africa could be saved if everyone would do something for Africa and not for themselves. This is just an opinion but maybe there are people there who actually try and fight for their country and for others that can not do that because they have no power at all.
      

Apendix :
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Poverty site has an interview from a citizenship of Africa that says "I come from the richest country in the world. It is located in the richest continent in the world. That country is called Sierra Leone."(Mallence Bart-Williams)
In addition there is a part from the interview ‘’ "On the surface we are blessed with infinite beauty and abundance of flora and fauna. Producing the most exquisite harvest of coffee, cocoa, fruits, vegetables... and culture. You name it, we've got it. 
We also have diverse wildlife and vast marine resources. [...] A true paradise. They also had the first modern university in Africa and prior to that the first university in the world was founded in the kingdom of Timbuktu.
At a deeper level we are blessed with the real treasures that the kings and queens of this world desire. Diamonds and gold are commonly found in people's backyards. You'll also find about 20 precious minerals and recently huge oil reserves have also been discovered.
· ‍Platinum
· Iron ore (the largest in Africa)
· Zinc
· Chrome
· Phosphate
· Potassium
· Nickel
· Exquisite timber like mahogany and teak
... all the stuff that goes straight into your computers, laptops and mobile devices.’’
 Also on the Poverty site there are some reasons why Africa is in this stage of poverty 
· Transparent and accountable government
· Rule of law
· Public resources management
· Free and fair election
· Active civil society 
 This factors are the vital ones who determines to the decreasing of the poverty.
 Due to the fact that there is poverty in many of the countries is affecting the health, hygiene and education. Diseases in Africa are a major threat on the economy, and also the hygiene is poor . 
The education part is often neglected due to the poverty , people are too poor to afford to send their children to school, even that there is a big chance for them to escape the poverty with education. Their chances are limited because some of them have to work and help their families from a very young age. Also the water and the food is very important , if children are not feed properly there is a risk of getting sick or even dead. Many people are confronting all this type of problems everyday. This poor countries are in need of help and they deserve to be helped by us, by the ones more lucky then them.
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