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Hello my name is Leanne, and today I am here alongside both Kayden and Kitty where we shall discuss the UNCRC within our roles as advocates for Young People.

Inorder to understand what the term UNCRC means, we must first understand that everyone is born with rights. As stated by Welsh Gov (2015), children and Young People are entitled to rights under both the Human Rights Act 1998 and the UNCRC.

So what is the UNCRC and it’s purpose? As stated by UNICEF (2020) The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is referred to as the UNCRC. The UNCRC is the most widely used international human rights treaty in history, and the agreement contains 54 Articles on human rights, which all member states of the United Nations, except for the United States are in agreement with. 

The 54 Articles within the UNCRC was agreed to by the UK Government in 1991, and in 2011 the Welsh Government adopted extra measures and made the UNCRC law within Wales (Welsh Gov, 2015). Therefore, although the first 41 Articles within the UNCRC are to ensure a child’s safety, health and a happiness, the remaining 13 Articles promote the importance of how the Government and Adults operate within Wales – this is in order to ensure that children up to the age of 18 are considered in every way possible under their additional Rights of the UNCRC (Welsh Gov, 2015).

All the Articles are umbrellaed under the 3 P’s – Participation, Provision and Protection.
Participation – This refers to a Young Person who actively contributes towards society. Participation can be linked to both Article 15 & 31 of the UNCRC, where it is reported by Welsh Gov (2019) Article 15 - Children have the right to meet together and to join groups and organisations, as long as this does not stop other people from enjoying their rights; Article 31 - children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities. Therefore, as a Youth Worker I would be able to advocate with and on behalf of Young People so that their interests are represented under the Youth Work National Occupational Standards (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019). These interests could range from several different organisations that the Young Person may want to become a member of - where I would actively advocate on their behalf by gathering information on local Clubs. Or their interests could be a hobby where I would encourage them to share and represent themselves which would also link to the 5 Pillars of Youth Work - Empowering, Educative, Participative, Inclusive & Expressive!

Provision – This refers to a Young Person’s right to survive and develop. Many Articles of the UNCRC come under the P of Provision, one of which is included is Article 6 – All Children have the right of life. Governments should ensure that children survive and develop healthily (Welsh Gov, 2019). As stated by CLD Standards Council Scotland, (2019) Purposeful relationships with Young People are at the heart of good Youth Work. Therefore, in order to advocate on behalf of Young People it is vital that we maintain and build good relationships with them.
Protection – This refers to a Young Person’s rights against discrimination and mistreatment. As listed in the UNCRC it is stated by Welsh Gov (2019) Article 23 – Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives. Through the use of the CLD Standards Council Scotland, (2019) under CLD YW15, Youth Workers would be able to advocate with and on behalf of a Young Person and/or their family in addressing any issues surrounding the Young Person’s health and wellbeing. 

You might have picked up that I have mentioned a few times about advocating on behalf of a Young Person and their families. So, what exactly does advocacy mean? 
Youth-led advocacy is about supporting young people to speak up and helping them actively take part in the decisions that affect them (UNICEF, unknown). Therefore, Youth Workers will act as the voice of the Young People and/or their families by linking with other organisations, service providers and acting as the middle person in order to help provide the support that is needed. There are many different types of roles within advocacy dependant on the issue that the Young Person is wanting to voice, this can include Legal Advocacy, Self-Advocacy, a Professional Casework Advocacy, Citizen Advocacy, Peer Advocacy, and a Volunteer Advocate. 

However, many Youth Workers face barriers when advocating on behalf of Young People, these can include difficulty when networking with other organisations, lack of transport, being misunderstood and the lack of skilled staff.
I myself have faced many barriers when Self-Advocating on behalf of Young People, these barriers have included;
Money– The constant need to come up with new ideas for funding. 
Time Constraints – Having to take a step back and put my own family first.
Political/Government Barriers – Dog Fouling
Lack of Speciality & Support – Covid

As stated by YIPA (2022), One person is important, as is the collective force that comes about when all Youth Intervention workers are strong advocates for youth-serving organizations. Therefore, although the UNCRC alongside the National Occupational Standards work hand in hand together, there will always be a need for improvement in order for Youth Workers to face less challenges when Advocating on the behalf of the Children, Young People and their families/caregivers. 
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