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Activity 1
With your partner, have a look at the two texts. Which one do you think is written in an academic style, and seems more convincing? You have 5 minutes to skim the texts and discuss your thoughts with your partner. 
TEXT 1: Writing for university
What are the main differences between general writing and writing for university? What ever reason you are writing for, you need to think about the purpose of communication, and your reader.  If you wrote a text message to a friend in full sentences with complete punctuation and formal language, your message wouldn’t be properly understood. This is because part of the message comes from how it’s written.  It’s the same for writing at university; people expect your message to be written in a particular way, and when it isn’t the meaning can get lost. If you’re at uni, you don’t want your meaning to get lost because if it does, you’ll lose marks!
What is the purpose of writing at university? Usually, when you’re expected write something for your degree it’s to show your knowledge and to show what you can do with that knowledge in response to a particular question. So, part of your purpose is to persuade your reader that your answer to the question is correct.
Who’s your reader? In most cases your reader will be the person who’s assessing your work. This might be your lecturer, or another lecturer on the programme you’re studying. You should write for them in a way that a non-specialist reader could understand. Good writing for university is not about writing about complicated ideas in a complicated way. It’s about using straightforward plain English to make your ideas as clear as possible. Even if what you’re writing about is complicated, you should try to make your writing as easy to follow as possible. It’s not about using big words and long sentences to impress your reader.
How do the reader and the purpose affect the style of writing at university? Well, there isn’t really one style of writing that applies to all kinds of writing at university because different subjects use different styles. But overall, the style of writing used is much less personal. This is because people find impersonal writing more persuasive. It’s a style that makes things seem more balanced and factual, rather than one-sided and opinion based. Ideas are presented carefully, and supported by factual information or evidence of other authors’ ideas that make the writer’s arguments more convincing to the reader. 
TEXT 2: Academic Writing
The main differences between general and academic writing relate to communicative purpose and intended audience. In informal communication such as sending a text message to a friend, adherence to the conventions and formalities observed in an academic context would appear strange and affect the way the message is received. This is due to the fact that meaning is interpreted on the basis of the style of a communication as well as its content, as noted by Smith (2009). In an academic environment, this influence of purpose on style is particularly relevant as students are assessed on their ability to communicate ideas about their discipline effectively.
The communicative purpose of academic writing for students could be considered to be the demonstration of knowledge and persuasion. Students are expected to demonstrate their understanding of a subject area by persuading the reader that the answer provided is correct.   
In an academic context, the reader is usually the assessor of the work produced. This is commonly a lecturer on the programme of study. The aim of academic writing is to write for an educated non-specialist reader. Consequently, effective communication is that which adopts a clear, direct and concise style. Jones (2011) points out that the use of complex vocabulary and elaborate phrasing is neither desirable nor necessary.
Although academic style varies between disciplines, some common features can be highlighted. One such feature is that academic style tends to be impersonal. This gives an impression of balanced objectivity, rather than biased subjectivity on the part of the writer. A cautious approach is taken when making claims or constructing arguments; these cautious claims are supported by factual information or the views of established experts in the field. 
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Activity 2
Try to highlight/find at least three examples of non-academic language in text 1 and at least three examples of academic language in text 2. 

Activity 3
Now, create a list of DOs and DON’Ts as a group. What should you try and DO when writing in academic style? What should you try and NOT do? There are more DON’Ts than DOs!

DO
✔️e.g. Be specific! E.g. instead of ‘things’ write exactly what things you are referring to!
✔️
✔️
✔️
✔️
✔️
DON’T
❌ e.g. Don’t use contractions (e.g. isn’t; can’t)
❌
❌
❌
❌
❌
❌
❌
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