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Introduction
Criminal law are rules and procedures applied by legal authority in a criminal court to prosecute and punish illegal conduct. This assignment will outline the changes made in law after the Coroner Act (2009) based on diminished responsibility. When comes to criminal offences nobody is above the law regardless individual circumstances.  There are scenarios where criminal offenders are not mentally stable now of a crime. Then the question is whether the intention is involved while committing murder or not. Therefore, the purpose of the offence and the action performed will indicate whether it is murder or manslaughter in the honorable court of law.
Explanation
The crime of murder is performed when an individual of a stable mind who has the power to take a decision for himself unlawfully kills a life with the mindset to cause serious bodily harm. If the person who committed a crime offence is found less responsible at that time based on diminished responsibility, then the offence is considered manslaughter and not murder. The court will decide based on evidence whether there is a loss of self-control or not. (Reed, 2016, p.257) The judge can decide based on state of mind proof that there was self-control being debated in court by the prosecution. The defense based on provocation mentioned in the Homicide Act 1957 was not formed on clear logic grounds and confusion raised from various judicial interpretations. The Coroners and Justice Act cancelled helped in making lawmakers familiar with a new form of defense which is diminished responsibility. (Gibbs, 2013, p.97)

The concept of defense of diminished responsibility was first mentioned in the Homicide Act 1957 and is present in the second section. It can be explained as a partial defense to murder formed upon acceptance of a recognized medical problem. However, if successful, becomes a verdict of voluntary manslaughter which does not carry a necessary life sentence. When the domain of voluntary manslaughter was amended with the aid of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009, the defense was not cancelled and changed, but updates were introduced. These updates were mentioned in section five of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009. The concept of diminished responsibility is a specific and partial defense. (Wilson, 2017, p. 46)
The first constituent of the defense needs the jury to explain the question of fact. It will help in finding the mental state of the individual while committing the criminal act. The wording of the statute brought up in the Homicide Act mentions the ‘abnormality of mind’ and was changed to ‘mental functioning’ by the Coroners and Justice Act 2009. Further common law courts can help in explaining this term. Courts have made it clear that this term, ‘mental functioning’ is still applicable to the phrase ‘abnormality of mind,’ despite the minute amendment in wording as parliament decided not to facilitate the definition in the Coroners and Justice Act 2009. Abnormality of mental functioning does not include the state of intoxication or any situation like it. The wording, ‘recognized medical condition,’ is broad and is not explained in the statute. There should be expert witnesses. It is necessary that a recognized medical condition should be assessed in the honorable court of law. However, it must be proved to become an available defense. Any physical health condition which can result in damaging mental functioning also falls under this term. In the case of R v. Byrne, the defendant was convicted of murder, and it was proved through medical evidence that he was a patient of psychopathy. R v Byrne [1960] 2 QB 396
In the case of Regina V. Conroy, the court dismissed the defendant’s appeal against conviction for the crime of murder by focusing on the fact that psychiatric evidence related to the defendant’s state of mind at the time of committing the crime is mandatory to prove in the court. REGINA v Conroy | [2017] EWCA Crim 81
 In another case of R v Dietschmann [03], the applicant was having a relationship with his aunt who was a drug addict.  After his aunt died, he falls into depression where under the influence of illegal substance and alcohol he murdered a person. His mental state was examined by medical professionals before the commission of a crime as he was suffering from depression, he was convicted of manslaughter by the court. R v Dietschmann [2003] 1 ALL ER 89. When the defendant is found suffering from a medical condition that is causing an abnormality, it must be proved that his mental state turned abnormal in a below-mentioned manner where the nature of conduct, rational judgement and use of self-control matters within diminished responsibility.
Those above-mentioned three ways are key factors in establishing the mental state of the culprit whether he was in an abnormal mental state or not. These three mental capabilities must be proved substantially. As those three-mentioned elements relate to each other, they must be proved in court. Any one of them alone cannot be considered as an alone criterion for proving the mental state and crime. The fourth element mentioned in the Coroners Act 1957 refers to an assessment based on the defendant's reason for murder, so therefore to be allowed abnormality as one of the prime causes. Abnormality of mental functioning must be a prime factor for proving the offender's guilt in court. Without it would be difficult to prove that the crime was committed, revealing the real intent behind the criminal offence.
This change resulted in covering broader reasons why the mental state of a person is disturbed and why he committed the crime. In the case of R V. Wood [2008], the defendant was an alcoholic and it was also said that he had alcohol dependency syndrome. The court held that drinking alcohol cannot be a defense to diminish responsibility only if the syndrome can cause mental abnormality  R v Wood [2008] EWCA Crim 1305.

Diminished responsibility is a partial defense to the offence of murder. This aids in consideration that the offence is manslaughter and not murder. Evidence related to the psychological state of the criminal matters in the court of law. It has prime importance in connection with diminished responsibility and it is usually accepted in relation to the absence of control. The experts related to the psychiatric state of the criminal must be familiar with the law so that they are better able to help the court in solving the issue. (Hamilton, 2018). The changes in this law in connection with diminished responsibility brought new defense of loss of control to the notice. The kinds of evidence that a witness tells in court might be of something which an ordinary individual is not able to understand. There must be an element of reliability in the evidence to help in recovering the data, which is of excellent quality, being a valuable method used by experts to carry out the examination of the scenario. These experts should follow well-established practices. The evidence collected must be that it helps clear and efficient to the court in deciding the case according to the principles of justice. (Mackay, 2023). The aim of diminished responsibility is to clarify the difference of concept between murder and manslaughter based on what conditions the crime was committed. This helps in meeting the rightful ends of justice. The purpose of it is to ensure that justice is made for everyone and that no one is above the law. Without the presence of justice in all legal matters there will be more violence and no peace can be achieved.  For stability in society and equality, it is mandatory that lawful conduct should be followed by all. This concept of diminished responsibility gives prime importance to the intention of the person while committing the criminal act.  It is important that the rational judgment of a person that committed a crime not to be misconducted.  Medical professionals and psychiatric experts help in establishing the correct intention of the accused when he performed that criminal act. This concept has helped the courts in resolving matters according to the principles of justice and in accordance with the law.

Conclusion
It can be concluded that mental abnormality was explained in a broader way in Coroner and Justice Act. It was explained how the law manage the prosecution cases in court before the Coroner Act 2009 and after based on the diminished responsibility matter. Also, the impact of person’s mental state when committed the crime.  This update in the law helped positively. There are people who can be suffering from mental health problems, and they kill a person during a dispute or fight. Then it is clear that due to this mental condition, they are declared guilty of the crime. So this concept of diminished responsibility is very important for the courts so that they are better able to resolve legal matters in accordance with the principles of justice.
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