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AIM(S)
To enable candidates to critically assess the appropriate contexts for using qualitative research techniques, the philosophical underpinnings, strengths and limitations of qualitative research.
To equip candidates with the knowledge, skills and applied understanding required to undertake qualitative research at doctoral level, including links to mixed-method approaches.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
critically evaluate the underpinnings of qualitative research principles and the strengths and limitations of qualitative research techniques.
critically evaluate the contexts and research questions appropriate for qualitative research techniques and be able to design qualitative data collection and analysis methods.
apply qualitative analysis techniques in order to address a particular research question;


INDICATIVE CONTENT
Philosophical foundations of qualitative traditions.
Bias and triangulation in qualitative research.
Researcher reflexivity.
Qualitative data collection methods.

Qualitative design: ethnography, narrative, phenomenological, grounded theory, and case study
Qualitative research ethical and moral challenges.
Challenges of credibility, transferability, dependability and confirmability in qualitative traditions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Qualitative data analysis.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Learning will be delivered on campus. Learning design will incorporate practices suggested in the Larnaca Declaration on Learning Design to meet the characteristics of doctoral graduates set out in the QAA Characteristics Statement (2015, p. 4). learning will take place over a period of 10 weeks and the learning strategy will look to design and delivery activities that encourage self-directed and self-management of learning, where candidates can expect to:

search for, discover, access, retrieve, sift, interpret, analyse, evaluate, manage, conserve and communicate an ever - increasing volume of knowledge from a range of sources
think critically about problems to produce innovative solutions and create new knowledge
plan, manage and deliver projects [learning], selecting and justifying appropriate methodological processes while recognising, evaluating and minimising the risks involved and impact on the environment
exercise professional standards in research and research integrity, and engage in professional practice, including ethical, legal, and health and safety aspects, bringing enthusiasm, perseverance and integrity to bear on their work activities
support, collaborate with and lead colleagues, using a range of teaching, communication and networking skills to influence practice and policy in diverse environments
appreciate the need to engage in research with impact and to be able to communicate it to diverse audiences, including the public
build relationships with peers, senior colleagues, students and stakeholders with sensitivity to equality, diversity and cultural issues.

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	80
	27

	Independent learning
	220
	73

	Placement learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	300
	100%



















ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Video Blogs
	1 Entry (10-12 Minutes Duration). 3 Topics 
	50%





Assessment Component 2

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Written assessment
	3500 words
	50%






Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	50

	Practical
	50

	TOTAL
	100%
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