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[bookmark: _Int_B2lB2aHY][bookmark: _Int_w5KTDfTV][bookmark: _Int_fXyoDIVL][bookmark: _Int_UtgPvaGK]Surrogacy is an agreement between a woman and individuals who would like to pursue parenthood; this is prevalent in couples who are encountering obstacles conceiving a child or those who cannot carry a child due to medical reasons. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 affirms that when a child is born through surrogacy, the birth parent becomes the legal parent; regardless of whether the surrogates embryo is being used to conceive the child or the intended parents, this may be viewed as unreasonable by some since the surrogate can have no biological link to the child despite giving birth to them. Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (s.28) also establishes that in the event that the surrogate is married, their partner will, likewise, be deemed the legal parent, except in the absence of consent for the procedure being carried out. The legal parent of the child will have 'parental responsibility'; the Children Act 1989 (s.3) delineates this as the rights, duties, powers and responsibilities which a parent has in the law. The intended parents must apply for a parental order to become the child's legal parents and, in turn, gain parental responsibility.
[bookmark: _Int_wdhJJHh8]However, there are set conditions that must be satisfied to apply for a parental order; for instance, at least one of the applicants' gametes must have been used to create the child, the child must have been the result of surrogacy and carried by someone who is not the applicant,  the applicants must be either married, in a civil partnership together or living in an enduring family relationship. The order must be applied for before the child is six months old, the child must live with the applicant when the applications are made, and either parent must permanently reside in the United Kingdom, Isle of Man or Channel Islands; both applicants must have reached the age of 18. The surrogate and any other legal parent must have a complete understanding of what's involved and freely agree to make the order. The surrogate must only obtain reasonable expenses unless permitted by the court, and finally, an order must not have been made previously unless the order has been appealed or quashed (Macdonald, 2023, p. 114).  There are exceptions to these conditions; for instance, in the case of 'Re X (A Child) (Parental Order: Time Limit)' (2014), the applicant was permitted to apply for the order after 6 months.
There are numerous issues with the law surrounding surrogacy; firstly, surrogacy agreements are not legally binding in the UK, meaning they cannot be legally enforced; this alludes to the fact that a surrogate could keep the child if they feel a change of heart with no repercussions, for instance in the case of 'CW v NT & Anor' (2011),  the outcome was that the intended parents would not become the legal parents. Purshouse, C. (2018) emphasises that if the surrogate refuses to give up the child, it is improbable that the intended parents will be able to establish a parental order unless removing the child from the home would be better for the child's welfare. The surrogate cannot legally give consent for a parental order until 6 weeks after the child's birth, which can also encourage uncertainty. 
[bookmark: _Int_kzPI01Ul][bookmark: _Int_QPnmhIyb][bookmark: _Int_c9LmUzH3]Next, since commercial surrogacy can't be performed in the UK, it may encourage individuals to go overseas; this can complicate matters, for instance, the child's citizenship, immigration status and nationality (Horsey, K. 2018). The case of 'Re Z (Foreign Surrogacy: Allocation of Work: Guidance on Parental Order Reports)' (2015) displays this issue, and it took a year of litigation for the intended parents to be granted a parental order due to problems with getting a British passport for the child, the struggle was due to the parental order officer not being able to complete a welfare analysis as they had not had the opportunity to see the children with their parents. According to Hodson (2019), it can also become difficult to establish parenthood if the mother is abroad and to prove that the father, her spouse, according to UK legislation, consented to the parental order. Overseas surrogacy can be considered to waste court time and overcomplicate the proceedings.  
The legal system regarding surrogacy has been deemed by some inadequate; in recent years, there have been numerous reform suggestions, notably the Law Commission (2023) report; a core recommendation is a ‘new pathway to parenthood’, so the intended parents can be the child's legal parent from birth, the surrogate should provide their consent in a formal written agreement. The surrogate will still have up to 6 weeks after birth to change her mind; the intended parents would then have the option to become a temporary guardian if the child is not handed over. The law commission would increase regulation by implementing a new regulatory body; this would support the child's best interest and safeguard the rights of the surrogate and intended parents; along with this, there would be a code of practice. Another suggestion by the law commission was to introduce a wider framework to allow overseas surrogacy agreements to recognise the intended parents as the legal parents.
The resource has been designed to be easily understood by any audience; this is particularly important given that the legal framework can be unclear and must be broken down into small, digestible components. This has been achieved by using understated language and explaining concepts but not overwhelming the audience with excessive information; the layout of the resource featured precise writing accompanied by a photo on each slide in an attempt to engage the audience; the writing has been broken down into small paragraphs which contain essential information as too much irrelevant information could discourage individuals from reading as it could be perceived as onerous due to the overwhelming amount of information. Additionally, music was utilised to add some originality, as its absence could make the resource seem prosaic. The initial strength of the resource is presentability and how easy the reference is to navigate; all the reader must do is click play and proceed to read the screen.
There were multiple challenges to overcome during the making of the resource,  for instance, deciphering legal concepts into a universal, straightforward-to-read language; despite everyone having varying degrees of knowledge, due to attempting to make it so accessible to everyone, it was demanding to remain clear and accurate, this goes hand in hand in deciding what to include, the balance of simplicity and information was a significant issue due to trying to grasp what parts needed more background while trying to avoid overwhelming the audience or making them disinterested while bearing in mind over simplifying could make the resource lack vital information. The next issue was finding images that applied to what was in the slides. It was essential to make the resource visually appealing while not distracting the audience with photos; however, just as importantly, it was necessary to captivate them long enough to ensure they retained essential information. Due to not excelling in creativity, ensuring that the presentation was presentable and looked suitable to a wide range of individuals was challenging.
Once feedback from peers was gained to understand further what could be done to improve the resource, some feedback indicated that a more prominent text size could have been used. This will be implemented in the future to make the video more accessible to visually impaired members of the public. Using bullet points was suggested, which could make things stand out more and have fewer overwhelming paragraphs of text. One peer said some slides had too much text and became boring; this could be revised by spreading the information on more slides in smaller pieces of information.
Upon reflecting on the resource, multiple things could have been improved. To a general audience, the video could be insipid and lacking lustre; due to an abundance of information on each slide, this could be effortlessly broken down into more slides, so the information is not as superfluous, increasing readability. The video could be improved as an exorbitant length of time was spent on some slides containing minimal information; for example, the 'agenda' slide and a set time per slide were implemented instead of setting a time to record each entity. The information on the slides appears beneficial for the intended audience and compiles relevant information into one video; however, the layout and presentation of the information could be improved. The resource could be better at reaching the intended audience as it utilises less information than a website, blog, or article presents and compiles the relevant information a surrogate or someone looking into surrogacy would need into one place, saving the intended audience from having to search and spend hours researching, making it more time efficient and user-friendly.
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