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[bookmark: _Toc185411176]Introduction
The focus of this reflective report is to assess the manner, in which the learning within this module has enhanced the acquisition of academic skills among students. Using Gibbs' Reflective Cycle (1988) as the chosen model, I will reflect on three specific skills that were significantly enhanced during this module: The three skills included were Academic Writing Skills, Paragraph Writing Skills, and Paraphrasing Skills. In Gibbs’ model, reflection is more organised because the analysis of the experience is done in several phases like description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion, and action plan. This report will use experience from concluded class activities and will illustrate how tools, methods as well as strategies, which as been discussed in class, was applied in the academic practice. Reflected on each of these skills, I hope to identify growth, find out my difficulties or plans for future improvement in learning process.
[bookmark: _Toc185411177]Skill 1: Academic Writing Skills
Description
In this module I participated in a variety of writing activities such as essays, drafts, reports and research summaries. These tasks involved elements of scholarly writing including development of arguments, appropriate formal language and issues to do with referencing such as Harvard system. Recommendations received from fellow students and teachers emphasized on strengths and weaknesses of the structure, error in grammar and more importantly, the ability to build a critical argument. There is the question, where I had some difficulties at first, distinguishing between thesis statements and arguments, as well as linking those arguments to evidence.
Feelings
Firstly, I had to face some kind of pressure due to the expectations of academic writing. Positive, constructive criticism included: ‘Constructive comments that told me about structural flaws and where the argument was not strong enough to support the writer’s proposal were sometimes hard to take but were enormously useful’. As I progressed through my job, I Always valued the constructive criticism as it gave definite instructions on what to do.
Evaluation
This enabled several marked improvements to be identified throughout the conduct of the module feedback and practice. I managed to understand how best to organize them by having introductions, body sections, and conclusion. Reference systems were properly learnt for purposes of maintaining academic credibility while argumentation became skilled to a higher level. For example, the marks for organization and referencing were higher especially in the essay on globalization.
Analysis
These improvements were as a result of the implementation of contents practiced during the sessions, including peer critiquing, appeals to professional writing manuals, and compliance with outlined formats. I accessed dictionaries and ELT materials to increase my understanding of words and their usage to avoid errors such as grammatical mistakes and plagiarism which would have been pointed out to me by tools such as Grammarly and Turnitin. To start with, the skills in academic writing can be regarded as generalized ones because such a kind of writing helps to develop critical thinking skills, proper means of communication and the rules of citation (Murray, 2017).
Conclusion and  Action Plan
For further enhancement, it is proposed to practice using proofreading software, as well as active use of peer feedback mechanisms. Finally, it is my intention to write more by creating academic blog and essays on the various topics.
[bookmark: _Toc185411178]Skill 2: Paragraph Writing Skills
Description
The module afforded great importance on constructing good paragraph that is well structured. Writing tasks, including essays and reports, called for creating paragraphs that focused on, but also connected, to a single idea, to an overall argument. In the first essays, my paragraphing was poor and at times, I joined unrelated ideas under a single heading making it difficult to follow. In the sessions, I understood how to paragraph in the text using the PEEL method in writing, including Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link.
Feelings
One of the main difficulties I faced at the start of the given module is the ability to arrange the ideas within a certain paragraph in a logical manner. This often led to frustration when feedback includes such inconsistencies at the micro level. But over the time, I was feeling competent enough to regulate my writing according to the parameters of academic writing.
Evaluation
Getting acquainted with the essential means of writing state and concise paragraphs ensured better organization of my writings. For instance, comments on a research summary suggested that my arguments in my paragraphs where more integrated and evidence-based. It also helped make my writing Analysis for Purpose and not just well established, which is more valued, hence using the PEEL method.
Analysis
These improvements were realised through the resources including writing templates and guides which were offered by the module. I was also moreover able to identify our weaknesses in structuring our paragraphs based on the peer reviews that we got. Paragraph writing plays an important role in academic work because it is the basis of constructing logical and efficient communication of ideas (Bailey, 2018).
Conclusion & Action Plan
I would like to develop this skill more by writing content in a way that splits big themes into individual, narrow paragraphs every once in a while. Working with the examples of properly developed academic paragraphs will also help to shape my learning process.
[bookmark: _Toc185411179]Skill 3: Paraphrasing Skills
Description
Since the act of plagiarizing is frowned upon a paraphrase is crucial in writing to convey information in a different manner. For example, the skills that were practised during the module include summarising of the journal articles as well as incorporating of the research findings into the essay. At first, I really felt a problem in the implementation of the requirement to paraphrase without changing the meaning of the text.
Feelings
Initially, the challenge of creating appropriate paraphrasing of academics’ material gave me some discomfort. Most feedback I received stated that my content which had been paraphrased was either close to the actual content of my source or incoherent. 
Evaluation
As time went I was able to produce perfectly good paraphrasing which enhanced the quality and originality of my work. For instance when I was asked to do a paraphrasing of a large article on climate change policies, I was applauded for the coherent well paraphrased content that depicted my understanding of the content.
Analysis
This enhancement was done through methods like using the content of a material as a reference while reading it for the second time to grasp the fundamental aspects, use the technique that requires replacement of every word with its synonym while ensuring that the context of the word remains the same, and also there were many exercises in paraphrasing. Other tools such as Turnitin also aided in checking on uniqueness of the papers I was submitting. Paraphrasing is one of the most important skills that need to be mastered in order to create academic papers, as it shows that the content was understood, and helps to incorporate the findings into the text smoothly and naturally (Neville, 2016).
Conclusion & Action Plan
In order to develop this particular skill, I hope to paraphrase on the daily and look for additional tools such as academic writing self-help workshops. Furthermore, I will stay in touch with Grammarly and Turnitin for checking the uniqueness and the language of the texts that I am going to create.
[bookmark: _Toc185411180]Conclusion
Altogether, this module has proved to be effective in honing the academic writing, Paragraph Writing Skills, and Paraphrasing Skills. This study used Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle to guide the analysis of the experiences in order to distinguish the areas of improvement and potential ways for enhancement. These skills have not only benefited my academic life, but also provided an addition benefit of preparing me for the future. I intend to maintain and improve these competencies in the future by focusing also on the continuous practice and application of acquired tools and strategies in academic as well as in work environments.
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