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“Most fires are preventable. Those responsible for workplaces and other buildings to which the public has access can avoid them by taking responsibility for and adopting the right behaviors and procedures” (hse.gov.uk, 2023).
This essay will discuss why it is so important to follow the government's regulations, paying special attention to fire safety.
Two seemingly unrelated things: buildings collapsed in an earthquake in Turkey and fire safety in hotels in the UK. However, by studying deeper,  a common connection can be found. An investigation is currently underway in Turkey against contractors who had built structures that collapsed after the quake and the reason is a violation of public construction law (Hubbard, Ben; Safak Timur; Harman, Gulsin, 2023).
It can be concluded that the consequences of an earthquake could be much smaller if proper actions and procedures were followed in the construction.
The case at the Penhallow Hotel in Newquay, Cornwall has been named "UK's worst hotel fire for 40 years" (Davis, 2009). According to a publication (Davis, 2009), the hotel was warned about the need to update the fire system several times by fire safety expert, and the hotel's bartender, while helping guests to get out of the hotel, had to use force to open a fire door with his foot.
The director and a manager of a company were tried on charges such as failure to observe general fire safety precautions amounting to negligence, failure to carry out a suitable and sufficient fire risk assessment, failure to ensure that the hotel was equipped with sufficient fire detection equipment and alarm to meet British standards and failed to provide people the 


opportunity to leave the building quickly and safely (Anon., 2011).
It is important to understand who is responsible for fire safety and what are the obligations in this regard.
After the reform of commercial fire and safety legislation, which entered into force on April 1, 2006, the employer or "responsible person" is responsible for the building or premises, the duties include fire safety risk assessment, as well as measures to reduce and improve this risk. Main obligations: ensure suitable escape routes, firefighting equipment, and warning systems, as well as provide the necessary training for employees (Davies, 2006).
However, according to “Fire safety risk assessment: sleeping accommodation” (Government, 2006)guidance, employees are also obliged to cooperate to ensure the workplace from fire and its effects, as well as not to perform activities that could put themselves or other people at risk.
 The law defines those responsible for fire safety, but everyone can be careful in their place and follow the rules.
It can be said that being safe and secure is the responsibility of the whole of society.
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