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There are many different theories when it comes to crime and criminals that have been used over the centuries. Some which have been proven to be successful and others which have been less successful. This essay will be looking at Labelling theory by Howard Becker (1963), and Biological Positivism theory Cesare Lombroso, and compare theses to early Classicism Theory by Cesar Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham (both from the 18th century). It will also be looking at the modern-day application of Labelling theory and what effects it could have. 
Cesare Lombroso was an Italian criminologist that was born in Verona, he had his medical degree in 1850’s alongside his surgery degree later that decade. He was an army medic for some time and looked after the mentally ill/insane people.  was a pioneer in the theory of crime, while working he published book on what would be known as the born criminal, he had 5 editions published and in each edition e added a new strand to his theory, believing that not all people born are criminals, but believed that the ones who were criminals had gone back to a more primitive state and the had the used of basic functions of the brain but did not have the capacity to grow and evolve like other men. His early theory focused on the criminal and what made the person a criminal (Encyclopaedia Lombroso, 2020). 
His theory stated that crime is caused due primarily to an organic or a biological condition within the person, and thus was a complete biological theory, due to harsh reviews and critics writing to him, he embraced the factor of social influences and what effect they wold have on a criminal as well as the physical environment one would grow up in, and therefore moulded by. This theory is biological positivism, biological positivism perspective on crime means that over time knowledge is acquired through everyday life and logic and reality. The downfall of Lombroso’s early theory was that he studied a lot of prisoners and he concluded that there are physical characteristics that come that are prevalent with criminals more than non-criminals, this then created stereo types that people would use for non-criminals. Bio-logical positivism suggests that some people have a predisposition drive due to biological or organic traits, this is where it differs from classicism as that theory suggests people have free will and have a choice as to committing an offence or not, classicism suggest that they make a rational choice on a basis of achieving pleasure (Walsh& Hemmens, 2014).
[bookmark: _GoBack]While Lombroso though his theory was doing good, labelling someone as a criminal just on their physical characteristics would make someone turn in to their label, much like early labelling theory, hen both are being labelled in the wrong way then a person will act up to the label and become what they have been labelled as, this would then increase the amount of criminals and the increase the statistics on people with the physical characteristics becoming a criminal supporting Lombroso’s theory (Chapter 3, 2015).
Edwin Lemert was the original theorist labelling theory back in 1951, his theory focused on primary and secondary deviance in his social pathology text, and what he discussed didn’t take up much room in his text but the effect it had on the wider reaching theory of labelling was far and wide. Lemert looked at primary deviance being something that is out of the social norm but does not cause any long-term effects for the offender. The lack of the effect on the offender resulted in a minimal response or no response at all from society or the powers in society, but if the effect did prompt a reaction then it wouldn’t be a harsh or harming reaction to the offender (Cullen, Wilcox, 2010).

Howard Becker was the successor of labelling theory in 1963, the theory itself provided a radical and critical perception of criminals and changed the way people viewed criminal theories, this theory took the place of positivism during the 1960s and 70s even though positivism had been the main criminological theory since the late 1800s.the theory would offer a more realistic view point of crime and control of crime but was also severely flawed and would often turn people who were labelled wrong in to the label hey were given, for example if a person was labelled as a thief but they weren’t, then over time that person would start to act up to the label and become what society and the rulers would see them as, which would be a thief (Bruinsma & Weisburd, 2014). The theory overall focuses on the act of labelling people as deviants, not necessarily for any offence but sometimes just for the way society as a whole sees the individual or group. Howard Becker says that ‘’Deviancy is not a quality of the act of the act a person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions of power’’, (Tutor2u, 2018). a good example of modern labelling theory would be the killing of a person, if this killing was to take place in a town centre in cold blood then it would be considered murder and therefore the person be labelled a murderer, but if someone was to kill another person in an act of war then they would be labelled as brave or even a hero, again thought if the same person was to kill someone in war but did not belong to an army then they would be labelled a terrorist, it all depends on the side you are fighting for the way you perceive the reality they are in. to some all of the examples may be considered deviant behaviour and to others it is not (IBID). 
The behaviours between deviants and non-deviants are not that different, it all comes down to the reaction and response of society that would deem the individual as deviant due to the act they have committed. The term deviant can be interpreted differently for almost every person in society, therefore there is no one definition for people and some acts may not be considered deviant to and others may, it all depends on the outlook of the individual and their perception of the act. The centre for all this would be the persons perception of reality and what they believe in (Paternoster & Lovanni, 1989). Certain interest groups or people/groups in a position of power are the ones with the most influence over labels and the labels people are given. The theory says that these people will create a label and the person who has been given the label would be perceived as a deviant in society. Not all labelling is seen as bad, some labels actually help people to get help within society, for example a good label would be someone with a health issue like depressions or anxiety, they will then be given the label of mental health issue. The label its self is used all the time but when it is given to a person who needs the help it will show society, they need support and help, like more help from doctors and medical health professionals as well as support from family and friends alike (Scimecco, 1977).
Classicism is the idea that a person has free will to make whatever choice they want, and that they will make rational choices when it comes to crime, they make these choices based on the maximum pleasure the person can get by committing an offence, they will weigh up the cost and benefits of their actions and make an informed decision on how to proceed (Jenkins, 1984).
The theory originated back in the early 18th century and came from 2 men called Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria and was considered one of the first scientific theories for criminology at the time and radicalised the understanding for crime and punishment at the time. Beccaria wanted to change the way people were punished and he wanted to prevent crime based on the pain and pleasure theory. He wanted the law changed in a rational way to look at what motived the crime but he also wanted the punishment to be swift and just at the same time as they would mean more of a risk or pain aspect for the people to take in to consideration and therefore be less likely to commit crimes (West, 2017). 
Bentham on the other hand wanted based his theory on a similar path to Beccaria but he looks at the happiness that would come out of committing the crime and the value of which it held to the offender. He wanted the punishment to be in accordance to the damage inflicted on the public and society as well as what would be best in the public’s interest. The punishment given according to Bentham, should be made public as to warn off anyone else who had the thought of committing a crime in the first place, this would then help with the prevention of the crime and others cries given that the happiness and value of committing the crime would servilely drop with a harsher punishment being put in to place (IBID).
The major flaw in this theory is that it does not use or rely on any empirical evidence as it was more of a belief that man could make rational choices based on the happiness or pleasure achieved by committing a crime, and this theory ignores social inequality and suggests that everyone is out to seek pleasure in one form or another and therefore they must all commit crimes no matter where in society they are from or who they may be (Jenkins, 1984).
There are many differences when it comes to these 3 theories, even though labelling theory and biological positivism share some of the same beliefs they all differ in their own ways. Labelling theory relies on the powers in society to give a label to a person lesser than them in order for that person to be a deviant or an offender, the down side is when someone is wrongly labelled then they may start to act upon the label they have been given and if they hadn’t committed a crime beforehand then they would be more likely to now,. This is where labelling theory and biological theory overlap in a sort of way, when someone had been profiled under the biological theory they are looked at and called a deviant or criminal based on what they look like and there physical structure of the body and face, now it shares the same outcome with labelling theory as if someone is seen as a criminal by the way they look, but they are actually just a regular person who has never committed an offence, then this person will start to act up to being called or looked at like a criminal and thus committing or more likely to commit an offence (Cullen & Wilcox, 2010).
When it comes to classicism, both of the previous theories are different. As classicism was considered one of the first scientific theories to be used to help the word of criminology and see how crime and punishment work, alongside trying to see what makes a person commit crimes and how they should be punished for it. This differs to the others theories as they look at the social impact and what sort of treatment eh person can get, rather than looking at the punishment of the crime, they focus on the cause of the crime and where the roots lay at. Another major difference to the other 2 theories is that classicism isn’t based off empirical evidence and is more based off the beliefs that a person has the choice or must make a rational decision to commit a crime which is then being driven by the pleasure or value or happiness they can achieve by committing the crime, rather than being evidence based from studies its belief based. Granted it’s one of the first proper theories to help look at the scientific side to crime and criminals it doesn’t actual show any evidence-based studies (Cullen & Wilcox, 2010).
A modern day application of labelling theory would be looking at the labels that are places on certain members of today’s society for example the Muslim religion, the majority of people who follow the Muslim faith are subject to harassment and abuse due to them having the label of terrorists. This label has been given to them due to the attacks that have been carried out over the last 2 decades on American and British soil, by groups who associate themselves with the Muslim religion. An example of this would be the 9-11 twin tower attacks and the 7-7 bombings of the London underground and a bus. After both of these high-profile attacks were carried out, Al Qaeda claimed responsibility for the 9-11 attack and also the 7-7. Since these attacks were carried out in the name of Allah and the Muslim religion by extremist, the rest of the population has now been affected as they don’t follow the same beliefs as the extremists but some in society will still blame them and call them terrorists alongside other horrible names (BBC News,2015).
 Bleich Et Al (2015), states that ‘’We do not find support for arguments that Muslims are consistently portrayed in a negative manner in the British media as a whole’’. This shows that in the media the image of Muslins is almost always a negative one and this can then paint them in a bad light and wrongly label them, some might then act up to the label and start to have extremist thoughts and even actions depending on how they are treated and if they seek out help in carrying out any offences. West & Lloyd (2017) states that ‘’ Several high-profile negative events involving Muslim perpetrators have recently been covered by the media. We investigated whether the same negative actions are more likely to be labelled “terrorism” when they are committed by Muslims than when they are committed by White non-Muslims’’. On the contrast to this is the Irish terror group called the Irish republican army (IRA), the IRA had a reign of terror during the early 1970s to the late 1990s, they were the terror group that clamed many lives but only targeted the police and army and anyone that would associate themselves with any of the mentioned groups before. They fought for their freedom and independence for Ireland while Britain fought to keep the land and the people, the IRA would use crude devices and time bombs to deal the most damage and they were very good at using guerrilla tactics. In today’s society Irish people do not get labelled as terrorists and killers like Muslims do, they are seen as normal people going about their own lives and not being harassed or judged based on their ethnicity or religion, even though both groups have faced adversity over time due to actions of extremists and have been discriminated against as a result of being labelled by the government and society. Hickman Et AL (2011) says that Both Irish and Muslim participants suffered verbal and physical abuse in everyday encounters. The similarities in the type of abuse experienced, included jokes about terrorism, being asked to speak for Islam or Irish, being called names in the street or even being directly accused of terrorism. Irish people (identified as Irish by their accent) were ignored or shunned at work or in shops or banks, while Muslims recounted being stared at and shunned in the street or on public transport this shows that even today in some cases people will hold a grudge and have their own prejudice against both groups because of previous labels and current ones. Unfortunately, these sorts of labels will stick for years to come due to the way society acts and runs and how gossip and news spreads as well as the negative light which is portrayed on both groups by the mass media as well as social media.
Today’s society can be labelled in so many ways and its proven that labels still exist for people or groups of people and can affect them in a negative light which will stick for years to come. All of the theories are relevant In today’s world in some way or another, even if it’s to use as an example of where the most recent theories in to criminology have come from and to see how they have evolved and grown with the times.  
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