Exploring the Humanities Week 4: 
Chinese Studies
Why is ritual important in China?


Ritualism in China differs in importance from western civilisation, as in China the rituals they partake in are a lot broader than in western society. For instance, in western society when greeting people, one would give them a handshake when being formal, and a hug for informal greetings with close friends. The handshake does not depend on the person, for example, someone of a higher social class would receive the same handshake someone of the working class would receive, and not much thought is put into it. Whereas in China even tasks such as this have greater importance, as greeting others is seen as ritually important, so the way in which you would bow to someone in a higher social class would be different to those of a lower class (Chan, et al., 2014).

[bookmark: _Int_uUf9DErW][bookmark: _Int_uGWz4JWA]The type of societal rituals in China are significant to the Confucian philosopher Xunzi, as they believed that Rituals create social inequality, but it is this social inequality that allows for more economic equality. According to Xunzi “Rituals have three roots, Heaven and earth are the root of life; our ancestors are the root of commonality; rulers and teachers are the root of order” Society is held together, with these roots of life, commonality, and order. Xunzi believed that “Human nature is bad” and that humans are subject to desire and this desire causes injustice and rebellion (Bell, 2008). Xunzi wrote his works during the warring-states period of China (316-238BC), and believed that the lack of ritualism, teachers and role models caused desire to be undampened leading to mass war and rebellion (Bell, 2008). Xunzi believe the way to contain these desires is through ritualism, and it is through ritualism that humans can curb their desires to a point where there will never be more want than that of the goods available. This hints to the idea that through societal ritualism, the selfishness of wanting more is taken out of the equation. As Confucianism is still one of the most influential philosophical ways of thinking in China (National Geographic, 2022), the idea that the lack of ritual leads to an increase of desire which in turn leads to war and economic injustice is still held into current society and the act of rituals still hold greater importance in modern day China. So, while ritualism in China causes social inequality, this inequality allows Chinese society according to Xunzi to be peaceful and cooperative. 

[bookmark: _Int_NCInsEB2][bookmark: _Int_5m8Brbvq][bookmark: _Int_rsNbyHbC][bookmark: _Int_u8x2XQBp][bookmark: _Int_HNtGSUHh][bookmark: _Int_t4m0Yj7y]China is also a collectivist civilisation (Gong, et al., 2021), Social collectivism is the ideology that a groups conformity is more important to society than any one individual. The idea of collectivism, is that those working together in the same way constantly, creates a more functioning society, over that of a group of individuals working separately (Britannica, 2022). This ideology links directly into the importance of ritualism in China, as with this ideology, those who do not conform ritualistically are shunned by the rest of society (Feng & Du, 2015). This highlights the importance of ritualism as a part of daily life in China, as those who do not participate in such rituals are not fitting into the collectivist society, so are shunned. This collectivist society links into Xunzi’s idea that, an individual has selfish desires, these desires lead to discontent, but with collectivism, individual gain is simply put beneath the benefit of the group. It also links into the idea that social inequality leads to economic equity, as the collectivist ideal is that everyone needs to fit into the group standard, social hierarchy is only normal, and the rituals based between hierarchal classes is just part of fitting in, which in turn benefits the group. As Xunzi says, when everyone in the group is bonded through ritualism (which they are because of the collectivism) they will spend less time on wanting more than what they need, as taking more would create issues within the group, which leads to economic inequality (Bell, 2008). Therefore, economic equality is more important in China, and the way this relates to ritual, is that ritual creates the social inequality that allows for the economic equality. This idea is so rooted into Chinese society through ritualism, such as worshipping ancestors, greetings, sitting positions etc (Chan, et al., 2014), leading to the idea that one must fit in, to benefit the group, and not being in the group means the individual themself cannot benefit. While to western civilisation this idea makes no sense, as western civilisation find social equality as more important rather than economic, the idea of “social injustice” is not as wide a concern, and it is because of traditional ritualism. So, to Chinese culture the collectivist idea of what ritual is, is that partaking in ritual allows for fitting in, which will in turn benefit the group and only then will the individual benefit.

[bookmark: _Int_9D6QQAPO][bookmark: _Int_SP6Bcr2i]The idea of ritual according to Xunzi, is to create social order, and the idea of collectivism is to also create social order and conformity, and as China is both driven by Confucian ideology and social collectivism, it is within both that the importance of ritual becomes apparent. As a society wishes to be ordered, the social hierarchy and rituals are made, and then the collectivist ideology then in forces that everyone partakes in these rituals to be considered a functioning part of society. Even in western society being a functioning member of society is important, so the idea that partaking in ritualism to fit in is not entirely obscure. Inconclusively one of the reasons Ritual is important in China is that it is a form of social order in which allows for the benefit of the masses, by bringing forms of economic equity and allowing individuals to feel like a functioning member of society when they partake in them, meaning that the overall social economic climate is more stable in theory.
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