Academic Skills Assignment- (1701018)

Evaluate the reasons for staying in the EU 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With Britain set to leave the European Union in 2019 there could be major repercussions on the way British people move within the EU. Also, it will affect how the citizens of the UK operate within their own country. Within this essay, I will be writing about the social, economic and political damage in which leaving the EU will do to Britain and why staying is has a lot of benefit.

One of Economic factors which will dictate how Britain trade after leaving the EU is the fact that without a Brexit deal the UK will miss out on being a part of the internal market. The internal market was set up by the EU after directive 2006/123/EC for countries which are the part of it to trade with each other without having to pay taxes in the for of tariffs. This became one of the main aspects of the treaty of Lisbon. The benefits of this is that companies who are trading within the EU can have higher profit margins without having to take into account that they could end up paying for tariffs. Professor Reenen in his journal on the how Britain would be affected economically by leaving the EU he brings up the fact that 50% of UK trade is with the EU. This is a frightening thought for businesses who are based in the UK or rely on imports from the EU because after Brexit is concluded they will have to find new partners who are not part of the internal market unless they want to be heavily taxed in the form of tariffs. He also makes parallels to the reduction of the income of the average household by 1.3%. Although 1.3% doesn’t sound a lot it is a still money in which the public has earned this could lead to a backlash on a social scale. Reenen also draws similarities between Norway who are not a part of the EU and have experienced both of the problems which I have highlighted. However, Norway are considered a progressive country with one of the highest percentage of citizen satisfaction in the world. Therefore, this shows that despite taking economic and social damage this seems to be temporary. (Reenan and Dhingra, 2019) There is also a worry of due to import and export tariffs that there will be more organised smuggling crime in the UK. This is documented by the BBC who also draw parallels to Norway. In this clip it also shows hoe the UK can combat such problems but unfortunately there is no definitive deterrent for smuggling operations. (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-europe-50056156/brexit-what-can-the-uk-learn-from-norway-s-eu-border) Gemma Tetlow and Alex Stojanovic also suggest that if a no deal accord is reached during Brexit then it could have adverse effects for future economics of the UK. (Tetlow and Stojanovic) The research done on both of these sources can be considered as reliable because they are very up to date on current affairs surrounding the UK pulling out of the EU. It is important in these cases to use up to date information because the world of politics especially EU law is constantly changing to suite different situations. the research which I have conduted shows that the main problem with Britain leaving the EU is that the economic backlash could be detrimental to the UK’s business owners and also to the average person.

 A documentation by László Á. Kóczy suggests that if the UK leaves the EU then there would be a shift in power mainly towards the central countries such France, Germany and Belgium. Therefore, Britain would not have many seats on the European parliament. This means that the British MP’s elected to represent the UK would not have any influence at all when it comes to decision making. This could be a problem for the UK as despite us being a sovereign nation after leaving we will still want our relations with other European countries to be peaceful in order for us to regrow or expand our economy. On Key point which we must take from the relations with other countries breaking down is that the UK are mainly get goods via imports. By cutting ourselves off from the internal market we then put pressure on building relations with different countries who are not part of the EU to boost our economy. (Kóczy)

Brexit has brought many issues when it comes to domestic relations. Agnieszka Golec de Zavala who wrote a report on the social effects suggest that the Britain has displayed collective narcissism. This has been one of the biggest issues with Britain since they joined the EU was that they are holding on to a sense of sovereignty or possibly the remnants of a previously large empire. This causes social problems like rejection of immigrants which Zavala has highlighted in her article. (Golec de Zavala) She refers to a study done by Catherine A. Cottrell which explores how the British public differ in option when surrounding the question of immigration. The work by both Cottrell and Zavala both suggest that Brexit could insight tensions between different ethnical groups within the UK. Once the UK leaves the EU its citizen will not be able to travel the freely between European countries or they will not be able to settle in EU countries either. This could pose a problem for public moral as British citizens will find it increasingly difficult to travel, work and emigrate within the EU. Recent case law which shows the EU’s strict guidelines on the emigration is the Secretary of state for the home department v Franco Vomero. In which an Italian born citizen married a UK citizen under the free movements of persons policy which allows married couples of different countries of origin to live in either of the states they were born in. However, in this case the couple had a break down in their marriage. After this Vomero had been living illegally in the UK whilst occasionally working and accumulating several convictions. This is an important case because it shows us that EU can make it incredibly difficult for its citizen to move between countries. Whilst giving us a hint of the difficulty for the citizens from outside of the EU to cross its borders. 

Overall, it is inevitable that the UK is leaving the European union despite there being some positives of leaving they are severely outweighed by the negatives. This is why I believe that the UK should not leave the EU, my beliefs are also supported from many up to date sources written by experts in the field of EU law, politics and economics. The information which I have gathered are reasons why staying in the EU is a correct course of action.
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