Invasion Games Blog 1
In this blog I will reflect on my experiences and the importance of a tactical approach to teaching invasion games. I will reflect on the tactical principles of keeping possession of the ball and creating and using space.
The tactical approach to teaching invasion games focuses on improving pupils' understanding through different types of games, rather than depending on just sport specific drills (Bunker and Thorpe 1982). During the session, keeping possession of the ball was an important tactical aim that we went through. Communication and making space were key to keeping possession of the ball because teammates were able to provide support to their own team during the small, structured games we played. When this wasn’t happening, the team struggled to keep the ball, and the other team managed to intercept it. 
[bookmark: _Int_ixvsrHLA]Another point is that creating and using space was another crucial point that we covered during the session. The width and depth were factors that were mentioned. We were able to use different techniques to enhance how important it is to use width and depth in invasion games. This shows that players need to notice situations and make decisions during game play (Kirk and MacPhail 2002). It was effective partly because players didn’t have to crowd in one spot, they could spread across the box, and there were more passing options. But on the other hand, sometimes players ended up being too far apart from each other, so passes were less accurate. So, it would be important in a learning situation to reflect on what wasn’t working and change it to make it work better. 
During the session, the games were simplified to help understand the tactical principles. Adapting the drills for different ages is important; for example, younger children may pass the ball in a triangle of formation standing closer than older children would. Inclusivity is paramount, so rules should be adapted for different abilities. This approach would allow all pupils to feel included in the games. The rules can be adapted to make teams complete passes before scoring. By doing this, it supports inclusion whilst still developing decision-making and tactical awareness.
Another point is that the tactical approach makes learning more fun and interesting for pupils. It is always important to demonstrate before pupils attempt the tasks so they can see how it is done, and they will have to listen. As a future teacher, I would question their decisions in gameplay, as this would get the pupils thinking for themselves, and they could take note of their tactical strategies.
[bookmark: _Int_6AZciiur]To conclude, physical educators have suggested that a tactical focus in game teaching suits both the elementary and secondary levels (Mitchell, Oslin, and Griffin, 2021). I think that what I have learnt in just a few sessions has really helped me gain understanding on how the tactical approach is useful in teaching children new skills. I learned that effective teamwork and communication are important for keeping the procession of the ball. In a teaching scenario, I would make sure to ask questions and change the game where needed. This would help pupils build confidence and tactical understanding. 
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