





Sustainable development goals are an initiative set up by the united nation and world health organization and involves all nations or members of the United Nations (Home | Sustainable Development, 2022). There are 17 goals which were set all these goals have the vision to eradicate poverty hunger and disease by the year of 2030. To achieve these goals all un nations have set out their own strategies in their countries to achieve this. There are many different programs which have been set up in   the UK and through this piece of work we will be able to ascertain what programs are available and whether these programs are progressing in the right direction, we also be able to see if there are any current reviews on how these programs are progressing and whether there any recommendations, we can suggest that could help with these programs (Sustainable Developments Goals, 2022).
Through this piece of work, we will be focusing on the first four goals.
End poverty, end hunger, ensure healthy lives for all, ensure inclusive education for all. 
Healthy start voucher scheme was set up by the UK government in 2006 with the initiative to support pregnant women and children aged up to 4 years. The project is aimed at low-income families whose monthly intake is £408 or less. Through this scheme families can purchase fresh   cow’s milk, fresh and frozen or tinned vegetables and fruits, they are also able to purchase formula milk deigned for babies. It has been estimated that up 22%of all infants between the ages of 4 and 18 months are registered on the scheme across the UK (2022).
Healthy start vouchers now replace a scheme that was around many years ago which were just referred to as milk tokens the scheme was highlighted in the Welfare food regulations 1998 under section 3 (The Welfare Food Regulations 1988, 2022).
While the scheme has proved to be very effective some will argue that there are holes in the safety net such as the cost of baby formula milk, even with healthy start vouchers it still doesn’t cover the full cost of the amount of formula a baby would need for the month, in hindsight there should be recommendations to ensure the full cost is covered by the vouchers as a way of knowing a baby’s full diet is taken care of (Cost of infant formula negatively impacting family budgets, says parliamentary inquiry - Baby Friendly Initiative, 2022).
A positive to come out of the healthy start scheme is that so many children and pregnant women have been able to get access to milk products and fruit and veg.
Negative points I have is that access to information has been reported as lacking and for many women the only they hear about the scheme is through health professionals such as midwives n health visitors, if this is the case how many women who are unable to communicate effectively mainly through language barriers or by the health professionals being busy and sometimes having to rush appointments have missed out on this vital scheme?
A review taken out regarding the healthy start scheme also asked if the free vitamins that available to pregnant mothers and their newborns are just a missed opportunity? Due to a very low uptake of the vitamin’s supplements, there is a significantly higher risk for birth defects and other health related illnesses caused by being insufficient to certain vitamins. If there were more communication between the health professionals and expectant mothers maybe more women would start to take the vitamins (Evaluation of the Healthy Start Scheme: An Evidence Review, 2022).
Another bid to reduce poverty across the UK is to reduce the number of rough sleepers the UK currently has. It has been estimated on a single night in autumn there was up to 2,688 people on the street. although number have decreased by 9% between 2020 – 2021 since records began in 2010 there was a rise in figures of up to 38%. London was seen to be the worst city for rough sleepers in the UK with an estimated 45% of recorded rough sleepers (Rough sleeping snapshot in England: autumn 2020, 2022).
The UK government have started a program called the rough sleeping strategy (homelessness and rough sleeping strategy 2021 -2025, 2022) which is aimed at eradicating all rough sleeping by involving all agencies such as the local health authority, the care system, health service, prisons and probation service, immigration, and job centers. Having so much involvement from outside agencies identifies those more of risk of rough sleeping and can be put into emergency accommodation. 
The homelessness reduction act 2017 (Homelessness Reduction Act 2017, 2022) was put in place to protect those who are or who maybe threatened with homelessness. this act puts prevention at the heart of local housing authority response to homelessness and puts the duty of care on to other public sectors to refer people that are at risk of rough sleeping and becoming homeless to all homelessness services. This act all puts everyone who faces homelessness and rough sleeping into the same category regardless of whether they are families or single or single couples without children. Putting this act in place will better protect those at risk and help them find suitable affordable accommodation.  
Challenges faced by this goal would getting the help and funding to everyone charities such as street link and homeless link (Our work, 2022) have been found to be detrimental in the battle of homelessness
 (Streetlink, 2022). The government didn’t provide as much support during the third lockdown in comparison to the first, especially the rough sleepers who gained access to the UK by illegal ways and are not registered on the system (Heath, 2022).
Ending hunger in the UK has been an ongoing issue, which in recent years has seemed to have gotten worse.
The rising cost of living in the UK means many families are faced with the stress of whether to pay household bills or provide healthy low-cost meals, for many this is an ongoing issue. the pandemic of covid 19 has also had a massive effect on poverty and the hunger problem the UK faces as many lost their jobs and made redundant and being to live off benefits as a result.  The rise in numbers of people claiming universal credit (Universal Credit, 2022)  during the pandemic hit an all-time high, the government responded by giving recipients an extra £80 a month to cover extra bills and food shortages, however this was short lived, and the money was later taken away from them, leaving thousands suffering, with no other choice but to tighten expenditures even further (Universal credit £20 top-up will end this autumn, MPs are told, 2022). The trussell trust have called on the government to give people back the £20 extra a week so people can buy essentials and be able to feed themselves. 
The rising costs of food in the UK has hit an all-time high with even basic food items going up in price (See how food prices compare to 30 years ago and you might be surprised – Which? News, 2022) when compared to 30 years ago the UK public are outraged that this has been allowed to happen with little to no help from the government. The fact is its cheaper to eat unhealthy in the UK in 2022 than ever before which then questions the lifestyle of individuals such as obesity and the lack of nutrients everyone needs to live a healthy lifestyle. Fresh fruit and fresh vegetables are no longer the staple of every home but instead replaced by meals that can be brought at fast food outlets costing a fraction of the price.  
Government pledges 15 million to help with food wastage alongside Apps and websites have been created across the UK to help manga food waste better to offer people discounted foods that will otherwise expire and go in the bin, this has proven very popular across the nation (Tatum, 2022).
Food banks have become the new normal for thousands of families across the UK not just those who claim benefits but for those who have full time jobs. Food banks and charities have been set up nationwide and not always with government backing but relying on donations from the public and supermarkets. There are an estimated 2000 food banks across the country to date Are food banks becoming the new normal in the UK. According to (Food banks are becoming institutionalised in the UK, 2022) it would appear so, but it’s not acceptable. We should be looking for ways out of ending hunger not living with and coping with it by depending on food banks. 
Trussell trust (The Trussell Trust - Stop UK Hunger, 2022) is a charity which has 427 food banks nationwide and have helped over 700,000 unique household’s that’s a total 2.5% of all UK homes and this was achieved in 2019 – 2020 alone (State of Hunger - The Trussell Trust, 2022)
Challenges faces is that people become more reliant on food banks and he government not doing enough to stop people using them
According to the trussell trust being food insecurity was higher among certain groups, those included were those of ethnic minority, single parent family’s younger people and those with poor health  support websites such as supporting families have proven to help those who need it most (Supporting Families - 2021-22 and beyond, 2022).
Recommendations going forward would be to increase state benefits such as universal credit (People with universal credit are already struggling to eat, report says, 2022) so that people can afford to eat and pay bill effectively without having to choose between the two (Heating or Eating: What would you choose? 2022).
Jamie Oliver a world-renowned chef and tv presenter challenged the government to make a change in the way children were fed at lunch times in schools (School food campaign | Jamie Oliver, 2022). Jamie argued that most children across the UK had access to school lunches that held little to no nutritional value. With very little fresh ingredients being used. He argued that most schools catering staff didn’t have the experience to cook healthy fresh meals from scratch and that there was an alarming rate of UK schools that didn’t even have a kitchen at all (New school food standards, 2022).
Jamie’s aim was to cut the amount of fried food and unhealthy pastries and instead replace them with healthier food choices with more options of fruit and vegetables offered daily. which in return would help the UK combat obesity in children. Diabetes type 2 is serious health condition which can arise from childhood obesity by introducing one healthy sustainable meal a day Jamie hoped the numbers would fall. 
The government set up a food obesity plan in 2016 to tackle obesity in children, the UK has one of the highest obesity rates in the developed countries (childhood obesity a plan for action, 2022). one of the measures that was taken was to introduce the sugar tax in April 2018 (Sugar tax revenue helps tackle childhood obesity, 2022). Soft drinks manufacturers have paid an extra £153.8 million in tax according to HMRC. Money collected from the healthy pupil’s capital fund raised from the sugar tax will go into physical education programs and an estimated 1700 schools across the UK for breakfast clubs.
Challenges going forward on this goal is to ensure school in the poorest areas of the country have access to healthy meals and staff are trained in providing them.
There weren’t really any negative reviews on this subject only positive ones that would highlight the importance of tackling obesity in childhood (childhood obesity a plan for action, 2022).
Birmingham recently introduced the clean zone which was formally put in use on the 1st of June 2021. The clean zone is a government strategy that had to put in place due to the amount persistent breaches being made over the levels of NOx in the air around Birmingham Middleway.
The clean air zone affects all vehicles that are made after a certain date whether petrol or diesel in particular petrol vehicles pre 2006 and diesel vehicles pre-September 2015 those of newer models do not have to pay but all other taxis cars and vans are subjected to a £8 a day charge, this charge is risen to £50 for coaches and HGVs. The clean air zone runs everywhere within the A4540 except Middleway itself. All entrances have clear signs to show motorists when they are entering it, as to give them an alternative route to go should they wish to do that.  
It has been estimated that air pollution is responsible for up to 36,000 deaths a year across the uk, 900 of which are from Birmingham alone. The illnesses caused by air pollution are alarming and can vary in severity some of them include asthma, COPD, pulmonary cancer, Mesothelioma a particular type of lung cancer usually associated with inhaling asbestos particles, cardiovascular disease such as heart attacks and strokes and premature deaths. It has also been reported that children are at more risk as they are closer to the ground. 
Introducing the clean air zone has seen its positives and its negatives during its first year, the main positive is that the volume of traffic has reduced in turn reding reducing the air pollution and increasing good air quality. 
A scheme has also been set up called Motorpoint where a person can scrap their older vehicle in return for a £2000 voucher towards a news car with lower emissions. People can also trade this voucher for use on public transport up to the value of £2000.
A negative is the longer traffic queues seen elsewhere in the city outside of the A4540 as many cannot afford the daily charges the need to go into smaller side roads has had a negative effect on wait times and public transport. 
The cost of the fine that’s implied should a person not remember to pay the daily charge is currently £120 which is a massive jump from the current £8 a day charge with many not being to afford it.
Recommendations for the future of the scheme could be cheaper fines and charges and clearer markings for when you are entering the zone. 
The pandemic of Covid 19 was massive for everyone and affected all of us in different ways whether that be in education or being forced to stay home during lock downs. The effects the pandemic had on the uk was detrimental with the loss of life at the forefront of our minds. Its estimated over 166,304 people losing their lives to the virus in the uk alone. 
The government and scientists from around the country worked tirelessly to come up with a vaccine that lesson the severity of covid symptoms and relieve some of burden of the NHS. To date over 41,585,009 double vaccinations have been given. There is also the booster which is now available and been given as third and fourth doses. 
The scheme has proven to be affective with the majority of the uk population coming forward and taking part, however there is still a minority of those who believe the vaccine to be unsafe and refuse to participate. This was heighted when it became apparent that certain brands of vaccine in particular the Astra Zeneca which was causing blood clots to those under the age of 30. 
From the 1st of April 2022 the government are taking the approach that we as a nation should take the approach of dealing with Covid 19 as we would with any other cold and flu. There will no longer be free testing in the uk, having these new measures in place will undoubtably see a spike in cases, as many will feel its unfair to have to pay to get tested which will only put more vulnerable people at risk. 
A positive of the vaccine rollout program is that most of the nation is now protected against the most serious symptoms of covid which would have put a lot of them in hospital some even intensive care leaving the NHS to be able to get through millions of back logged appointments that the pandemic has caused. 
The lifted 
A big negative to the vaccine program is the divide in the nation regarding the safety and effectiveness of the vaccine. Many people felt that the vaccine was rushed as the government felt under pressure and hadn’t been put through enough trials. Social media and news outlets didn’t help the matter either posting or people choosing to believe them.
When it became apparent that for those who worked in certain sectors such as the health and social care sector that it would be mandatory to take the vaccine or lose their jobs, many felt so strong and scared about taking the vaccine they chose to lose their jobs, it became apparent when the government said anyone working for the NHS would have to follow suit thousands risked losing their jobs then in a turn around point the government backed down from forcing them. This was not the case for those working in care facilities for the elderly and care jobs on a whole who still able to return to work unless they have had their two doses of the vaccine. Many see this as one rule for one and one rule for another especially how both sectors would be dealing with medically fragile patients.
Going forward with recommendations the uk should really think whether charging the nation for covid tests is going to be enough going forward into the future as the numbers of daily covid cases hasn’t dropped to a point where the virus is showing signs of slowing down.
Education has always been widely available in prisons in the uk with opportunities for inmates to brush up on subjects such as English and math’s, the lucky ones have also gone on to learn a skill while doing their sentence, however education for prisoner’s have never been made mandatory. The UK government have announced a scheme called the ‘white paper’ scheme. The UK government have put aside £550million to reduce reoffending and over £3.75 billion to create 20,000 places in the new 6 super prisons they are planning to have ready for the mid 2020’s the scheme involves building 6 new prisons in the highest standard with the most recent technology and airport style security as one of there main priorities is zero tolerance on drugs, illicit weapons, and mobile phones. It is hoped with this level of security crime rates inside the prison will be cut dramatically. Treating offenders for drug problems and getting them clean will be another priority before moving each offender through the education process. Each offender will be required to pass basic English and math’s courses with some going onto gaining further skills in construction and coding. 
The scheme does not stop when a reoffender leaves the prison as they prepare for the life back into society the scheme has a job matching service which can allocate jobs ready for reoffender to start on release. The offender may also take their theory driving test during their sentence for those whose future jobs entail driving. Each offender will be issued with a resettlement passport upon release which will have the documents of all current skills and bank details of newly opened accounts. 
When education and commitment along communication are done right as is the hopes for the white paper scheme it is hoped the more offenders who pass through these prisons will want to make a better life for themselves also having the prospect of having a job on release give offenders less time to be idle and want to reoffend in the future. Sounds like a perfect plan is there anything that can go wrong? An offender will only change their lifestyle if they want to do it and no amount of education skills will change that, however giving the offenders the hope and skills and support that will continue the outside It is hoped most won’t reoffend. 
Clinks who support the voluntary sector in the criminal justice system wrote a review on their views regarding the white paper strategy. They are opposed to the 20,000 new places being built for offenders arguing the fact that if current offenders who haven’t committed any serious crimes sentences could be reduced, they also argue that the courts and probation service limit the number of recalls as this will help free up the space in prisons. It could also be argued about the amount of time some offenders spend on remand and try to reduce this time also. Clinks also found that there needs to be more evidence base to back up proposals being made especially regarding the need of offenders.
Clinks also suggested making an anti-racism strategy in prisons and have clear boundaries set out on how to tackle this, how to train staff who be able to monitor those who are minoritized and those who for radicalized while in prison. Staff need to set out strategy’s on how they can meet the diverse needs of offenders. 
Recommendations for this scheme is that all prisons across the uk adapt to this scheme and not just the 6 that are built for this purpose. 
National tutoring programme is a scheme set up to provide targeted support for pupils in all state run schools across the uk whos education has been affected by the covid 19 pandemic. The first year of the scheme ran through the academic year of 2020-2021 the schools were able to access high quality subsidized tutoring provision for 5–16-year-olds using two routes tuition partners and academic mentors. By the second academic year 2021-2022 the national tutoring programme built on the first phase by the feedback received in the first year and introduced three routes tuition partners, academic mentors, and school-led tutoring. It is aimed that every pupil involved in the program will have the academic studies booted by 3-5 months. By the 2nd of July its estimated that tuition partners are working with over 5,700 schools across England with results exceeding greater than average. 
The program has received great results but are they reaching all the children who have been most vulnerable during the pandemic. Many pupils across England wasn’t able to access online class for a long time due to the pandemic therefore will require more help than others. 
Ofted has been compiling a review on the and will be published in summer 2022 and summer 2023. The review will investigate (Ofsted to review two education catch-up reforms, 2022) whether the government policies are working from evidence from inspections and other methods. They will also access the progress and effectiveness where possible of the education recovery plans.
It has been said heads of schools are struggling with getting access to NTP and have called on the government to be more specific in the way funding is to be handled or more pupils will miss out on the opportunity (Booth, 2022). 
In conclusion to the first four goals, we have looked is it possible that the UK will be in a position by 2030 to meet these goals. From the evidence seen it is highly unlikely they will. There will be several factors that will have to be considered funding is going to be a major target to reach as so much of the government purse having to go into covid related costs of the last two years from furlough costs to covid vaccination programs. The next challenge will be playing catch up on all these goals after two years of being in a worldwide pandemic where goals and programs were put on the back burner while the country tried its best to take as much pressure of the NHS. 
However, if the government starts to focus on the goals in place now it may take a while, but we should be able to catch to where we were pre pandemic. 
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