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I hear that among the people of Catina there is a shrine of Ceres. In that shrine everyone knows that men are not permitted to enter. It is reported that women and maidens usually complete/carry out the rites there. In that shrine many affirm that there is a very old statue of Ceres. Cicero said that Verres’ slaves had taken away this statue at night; he has seen this terrible thing. Then Cicero said that Verres had ordered a certain friend to find and accuse someone. For he does not want to be in this crime. Cicero stated that the slave whose name the friend reported, to have accused the slave (having accused the slave?), bore witness in this false story, however the priests of the senate called him and asked him about all these things. Cicero said that the priests had caught sight of all of this and said that the slave was innocent in all respects. Cicero considered that the judges had never heard of a worse crime but soon they were to hear an even worse one. 
