Presentation 
Today I am going to be talking about:
Katherine Harrell’s Article:
The Fallen and Their Swords: A New Explanation for the Rise of the Shaft Grave
Looks at = approx. 85 swords found in Mycenaean shaft graves (GCB and GCA) + how the rise in the number of swords buried is connected to social change over the middle Helladic III + late Helladic I period (1700-1500 BCE)
And talk about what this says about burial and funerary practices in Mycenae

For her theory she uses two main forms of data about the swords = Blade Quantity and Blade Quality
· This graph shows how many blades were found in each grave, with the amount increasing over time
· Earliest graves in GCB + GCA have 1-3 swords with these blades buried alongside the corpse)
· After that there is a greater range of 4-9 swords
· Graves Alpha, Gamma + Nu = 4-6, Grave VI = 9
· Later Grave IV = 42 and V = 36 minimum preserved blades (Blades deposited in piles)

· This graph shows the amount of variation of decorations on the bronze body all with unique design or symbolic meaning
· Blades are all unique = swords are all planned individually w/unique length, midrib structure, shoulders, rivets and body, hilt + pommel decorations
· Diversity of midribs – 35 individual shapes, 30 midribs with ornamentation
· Used precious materials i.e. gold, lapis lazuli, ivory and complicated/experimental metal working techniques on the bronze blades
· Elaborate hilt + scabbard = final image of sword = gorgeous
· Gold on top of hilts and rivets – secondary treatment of swords for the grave?
· Here are some examples of the swords found

She also uses the theories of Bennet, Vermeule and Boyd to support certain ideas. What she takes away from each of their work =
· Bennet = Swords have individual artifact biographies said at funeral
· Vermeule = Swords have their own names
· Boyd = GCB is an experiment with a designated cemetery w/ multiple burials after only previously just burying people individually w/grave variations showing the shaft graves changing over time
· Harrell = There is a social meaning to swords shown in the funerals/burials

What Harrell Thinks Happened:
The changes in burial plots w/the shift to shaft graves changed all the other burial stages i.e. assemblage of mortuary furniture, corpse preparation, funeral, internment = big changes to Mycenaean spiritual beliefs w/support + controversy = sword burials becoming more accepted and even desirable over time
Mycenaean leadership – based on fluctuating factions and charismatic leaders and when those leaders die it causes great social change and potential instability

Swords = political instruments as seen in their life history from smith to grave
Increase in swords = new social order w/factions
· Swords commissioned for special occasions i.e. individual rites of passage (based on the timeline from death 2 internment probably not made for the funeral specifically)
· Swords given as gifts from a faction leader for their warriors (sword fighting = ultimate expression of manhood) = gifts bind a warrior to their leader
· Swords associated w/multiple people not just the dead, symbolic of kinship/obligation/honour/esteem + personal relationships
· Swords as exchange items = role to incorporate people into emerging social dynamics + Sword ownership changes through social competition?
· Swords evidenced w/a use-life before deposition = Blade 928 is over sharpened
· After faction leader dies = swords are given back to them = gives warriors funerary obligations while social bonds are in flux (duty of successors?)
· Telling stories at funeral/presentation aspect = reaffirms importance of those individuals / celebrates the dead

What this says about Mycenaean burials =
· Each sword is unique + has its own unique symbolism + story
· Swords important part of funerary ceremony + ritual
· Swords become more important as shaft graves develop
· Swords represent status of deceased + agency of mourners
· Greater loss due to value of swords – shows value of person


What I think about it????
· Agree every sword was made individually (maybe not commissioned individually?)
· Agree the swords became more important to the Mycenaean burial practise as time goes on
· Increase in amount of swords shows change from personal objects of the deceased to being about accumulation 
· But – criticism = the evidence is iffy, and some things appear to be conjecture



