Does the literary tradition on the start of the Roman imperial period support the view that Octavian/Augustus’ power was dependant on Marcus Agrippa?
· Introduction
· What were the main contributions that Marcus Agrippa had on the reign of Augustus? 
· Accomplished military commander
· Successful Roman politician
· Public works that benefitted the empire
· Other factors that contributed to Augustus’ power
· Weak senate following proscriptions
· Legions loyal to Augustus
· Second triumvirate
· Careful manoeuvring after years of civil war and accepting the term princeps
· Sources and Methodology
· Suetonius
· Cassius Dio
· Tacitus
· Architecture 
· Numismatics

· Marcus Agrippa had remained a relatively quiet figure in scholarship until the works of Daniel and Reinhold in 1933, even despite his unequivocal impact on the Roman empire. These particular works are among very few that give us a detailed insight into the life and accomplishments of Agrippa on an analytical basis. Modern scholars are highly dependent on the literary accounts and architecture that mention and feature Agrippa as a basis for their work, and therefore this dissertation will follow a similar methodology to the previous work looking at the historiography of Marcus Agrippa. However, the primary sources rarely pay Agrippa the merit that his actions were justly owed in favour of a dominant Augustus. Previous to Reinhold’s work, the work on Agrippa would seem to be unimportant due to the various methods of research available at the time and some based upon secondary pieces of work and not a re-evaluation of the primary sources[footnoteRef:1]. Furthermore, an evaluation of all literary, monumental and numismatic sources is needed to fully analyse the impact Agrippa had on Augustus and his Principate. [1:  Reinhold, M. 1933: 8.] 


· Section 1: The military commander:
Marcus Agrippa is commonly described within scholarship as one of Augustus’ most successful military commanders, which is a more than fair assessment but most attention is paid to Actium, with due cause, but not much else. Previous to this Agrippa was victorious at Sipontum, in southern Italy against Anthony.[footnoteRef:2] Agrippa succeeded Q. Salvidienus Rufus as Octavian’s leading general at the Peace of Brundisium, this was arguably the turning point for Agrippa as a military commander. There is a gap in the sources and scholarship on Agrippa’s military activity in Transalpine Gaul whilst governor apart from a recorded victory over the Aquitani in 38 BC.[footnoteRef:3] Eck (2003) also writes of Agrippa’s involvement at Philippi in 42 BC citing that Octavian had handed sole control of his legions over to Agrippa instead.[footnoteRef:4] Whilst looking at Suetonius as a primary source for the effect of Agrippa’s military actions on Augustus’ Principate it is obvious much has been omitted, as he is mentioned in two relevant passages: his naval victory off Sicily, and his dominance at Actium.[footnoteRef:5] After Actium came almost a century of peace from civil war within the Roman empire, the main military engagements came from the Germanic tribes within and around their border. However, this would mainly be after the death of Marcus Agrippa so is only worth noting in passing. Some mentions of Agrippa at the Perusine war and campaigns in Spain under Caesar in 46-45 BC against the sons of Pompey.[footnoteRef:6] [2:  Cass. Dio. 48.28.1; Appian. 5.58.1.]  [3:  Appian. 5.92.1.; ]  [4:  Eck, W. 2003: 17-8.]  [5:  Suet. Aug. 52,58.]  [6:  Reinhold, M. 1933: 13-17.] 



· Section 2: The politician:
· Suetonius
62: A variety of magnificent buildings were restored by Marcus Agrippa.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Suet. Aug. 62.] 

66: Augustus and Agrippa reviewed a list of nominated men who would sit on the senate – politician.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Suet. Aug. 66.] 

84: Agrippa had felt that Augustus was not behaving as warmly towards him as usual, and that Marcellus was being preferred to him; he resigned all his offices and went off to Mytilene – successor, politician – so as to not over shadow Marcellus by his great reputation, or be mistaken for a rival.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Suet. Aug. 84.] 

· Cassius Dio
Agrippa was consul with Lucius Gallus in 37 BC.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Cass. Dio. 48.49.2.] 

Agrippa restored the Aqua Marcia which had previously carried water to many parts of Rome from his own money.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Cass. Dio. 49.42.2.] 

Agrippa was made Aedile in 36 BC and again used to his private wealth to repair all the public buildings, streets, cleaned the sewers and built the dolphins and egg-shaped objects in the Circus. Built the basilica of Neptune, Laconian sudatorium and completed the Pantheon of his own expense.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Cass. Dio. 53.27.1.] 

Agrippa became Censor with Octavian and helped to purge the senate of people who were unjustified in being there[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Cass. Dio. 52.42.1.] 

In the years 28 and 27 BC Agrippa held the consulship for second and third time with Augustus, and unofficially until 23 BC.[footnoteRef:14] In the following year Augustus had given Agrippa proconsulare imperium for five years over all of the imperial provinces.[footnoteRef:15] The senate voted to prolong Agrippa’s proconsulare imperium for another five years and granted him the tribunicia potestas also for five years in 18 BC, this essentially created a co-regency, however, there was still only one princeps, coinage that was minted hereafter by the senate always featured Augustus and Agrippa together.[footnoteRef:16]  [14:  Cass. Dio. 53.]  [15:  Reinhold, M. 1933: 98.]  [16:  Cass. Dio. 54.12.4-5.] 




· Section 3: Potential successor:
An early indication for Augustus’ choice of successor was the handing over of his signet ring to Agrippa whilst seriously ill, in front of the leading men of Rome. Agrippa married Augustus’ only child, Julia, in 21 BC and had a child, Gaius, in the following year which helped to solidify Agrippa’s place within the imperial household and family, as he was not only Augustus’ son-in-law but also the father of his only male descendant, renewing the potential of a dynasty. Despite Augustus’ adoption of Gaius and Lucius soon after if they had survived him it is certain that Agrippa would have taken control of the empire with his proconsulare imperium and tribunicia potestas.

Miscellaneous:
Augustus and Agrippa visited the house of Theogenes the astrologer, where they both wished to consult him about their future careers. Agrippa went first and was prophesised such almost incredibly good fortune, whether this is fact or mere fabrication by our primary sources so to solidify a thought of prophecy or pre-determined destiny.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Suet. Aug. 101-2.] 

Gaius loathed being described as Agrippa’s grandson, and would fly into a rage if anyone mentioned him, in speech or song, as an ancestor of the Caesars. Gaius also cancelled the annual commemorations to Agrippa’s victories at Actium and off Sicily, declaring that they had proved the disastrous ruin of the Roman people.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Suet. Gaius. 162.] 


· Conclusion:
Review the analysis of the several sources both modern and ancient and compare how each describes Agrippa in relation to Augustus, his power and the Principate. Finally, conclude on whether the literary tradition chooses to favour Augustus’ power as a sole accomplishment and only mentions those around him in passing.
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