Assessment 1- Give an account of Alexander’s encounter with Thalestris

When reading about Alexander, it is common to find mention of an alleged encounter he had with Thalestris, the queen of the amazons, the actual reality of which is very doubtful, given the mythological nature of the amazons, it is scarcely believed that this encounter actually happened, and was even doubted back in antiquity, although this was not so much due to a lack of belief in the existence of the amazons, but rather scepticism that Alexander meeting with Thalestris was a historically accurate story. According to Quintus Curtius Rufus’ account of the story, when Alexander and his army had reached the city of Hyrcania (around modern-day Iran), the queen of the amazons, Thalestris, supposedly rode from the nearby plains of Themiscyra, as she had a strong desire to meet with Alexander, sending messengers ahead of her to announce the impending arrival of a queen. She arrived with an attendance of 300 women, having ordered her escort to wait a ways behind, and after leaping from her horse in front of Alexander, the two exchanged careful looks before Thalestris announced that the reason she had come was in order to bear his child, being worthy to bring about an heir for his kingdom, and after rejecting an offer from Alexander to fight in his army, the two spent 13 days together, before she rode back to her kingdom, and he continued with his military campaign, this account does not say what happened to Thalestris, or if she even bore any children of Alexanders’. 
The account written in Walter of Châtillons’ ‘Alexandreis’ tells a similar story, although in more detail, and making out their meeting to initially be slightly more tense, with Thalestris openly noting that Alexanders’ was not particularly physically imposing, as she expected his frame to more closely match up to the stories of his exploits. The Historia de preliis however, tells quite a different, far more historical sounding story; instead of riding unprompted to meet Alexander in his camp based on his fame, the two rulers instead exchange a series of letters, with Alexander demanding tribute from the amazons at risk of invasion by his army, to which Thalestris responds with an outlining of the size and determination of the Amazonian army and society, and just how difficult it would be for the Macedonians to conquer them, and after another exchange of letters, peace is established through the gift of quality horses, and Alexander and his army move on, quite notably without Alexander or Thalestris ever even meeting face to face, let alone having a sexual relationship of any kind. 
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