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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose serious and complex investigation in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm during the investigative process

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending during this investigation. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

INTRODUCTION

In this essay, I will be reflecting on a serious and complex investigation that I was involved in, with a specific focus on the significant role I had with a victim of crime. The investigation in question was one of a domestic abuse nature, with a male perpetrator and female victim. Initially, the investigation will be described with a focus on social and legislative contexts, surrounding domestic abuse and Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG). Also, with reference to the Kellie Sutton Inquest (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2024).
 This will lead onto an evaluation of the suitability of multiple approaches offered by a variety of agencies to vulnerable people or people at risk of harm, in order to support or manage them during the investigative process. With a focus on options the police and other agencies, such as, the Courts and Tribunal Services, Independent Domestic Violence Advisor’s (IDVA’s), and charitable organisations, provide. Specifically, in the context of this specific investigation, options such as special measures for court, police and court and bail conditions, and charity support, will be evaluated.
 Thirdly, the issues of tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending will be discussed and what methods work, in doing so. There are a multitude of ways to tackle repeat victimisation and offending, with the forefront principles focusing on intervention and disruption. In the context of domestic abuse, it demands a multi-agency approach and the use of public protection notification’s (PPN’s) to communicate with multi-agencies and assist with identifying repeat victims and providing the appropriate support to those identified. Additionally, from a policing perspective, police can utilise an evidence-based approach whereby if a repeat victim does not support police action or prosecution but continues to be repeatedly targeted, police can go for seek a ‘victimless’ prosecution from the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) in order to tackle the cycle. These options will be explored in more depth in the third section of this essay.
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INVESTIGATION:

The investigation being explored in this essay is one of a domestic nature. The initial call was put out as a G1 emergency with officers responding and ultimately, I was the first officer on scene. 
 On arrival at the scene, officers were met with a female running down the street towards officers with a young baby in her arms. The victim was immediately safeguarded by being placed into the police vehicle with myself, with a separate officer attending the home address to locate any further parties. Ultimately, once safeguarded in the vehicle, the female was able to disclose to me, that she had been subject to a serious and prolonged assault by her male partner whilst she held their six-month-old child in their arms. The female stated she had been slapped and strangled with their child in her arms, at this point she attempted to call police, but her perpetrator had pulled her phone and thrown it across the room. On trying to escape, her partner had grabbed her by the hair from behind and pulled her to the floor and kicked her once whilst she lay on the floor. Subsequently, her perpetrator has fled, and the victim has been able to retrieve her phone and call 999 for a second time. Before hearing the sirens and fleeing the address to seek safety from police. 
Separate officers have subsequently located the male down the street waiting at a bus stop, whereby he has been arrested on suspicion for domestic related actual bodily harm, non-fatal strangulation and criminal damage. 
 The female remained safeguarded with officers in a police vehicle but once the suspect was detained, she felt safe to return to her address. It was here where further safeguarding advice was given with Women’s Aid and Live Fear Free being signposted, and a PPN was completed with the victim, whereby she consented to DASH.
 Following safeguarding implementation with the victim, the process of providing an MG11 was explained to victim, with the end result potentially being court, and the special measures were explained. The victim was unsure, and the evidence-based or ‘victimless’ prosecution was also explained to the victim. Following a discussion with the victim around a prosecution and the different options available, the victim provided an MG11 and was willing to attend court and pursue a prosecution, alongside an application for special measures. 
 Ultimately, I had significant involvement with the victim in this investigation, being the first officer on scene and being able to suitably safeguard the victim allowing them to feel safe enough to make a disclosure of a serious prolonged assault and providing an MG11 to that effect. Subsequent safeguarding implementation, led to the victim consenting to complete a DASH PPN which was graded as high risk.  Furthermore, once the victim was safeguarded, it allowed for a discussion in relation to what it means to pursue a prosecution. Ultimately, being able to effectively explain the support resources available, in terms of bail conditions being able to be imposed and then special measures in court, as a result the victim was supportive of a prosecution and has provided an MG11 as well as a Victim Personal Statement (VPS). 
 Domestic abuse is extremely prevalent in current social and legislation contexts. International Women’s Day 2025 was marked by MP Jess Phillips reading a list containing the names of women killed by men in the last 12 months, a longstanding tradition in the House of Commons (ITV News, 2025). Additionally, there has been a recent inquest into the death of Kellie Sutton, following an initial inquest ruled suicide. This has since been overturned, following an inquest has ruled, believed for the first time ever, that Kellie Sutton’s death was an unlawful killing due to being subject to domestic abuse (Cooper, 2023). Both the above highlight the continued social prevalence of domestic abuse and violence against women. 
 Below, the legislative framework in relation to the above investigation will be discussed. Firstly, The College of Policing and National Police Chiefs’ Council (2024) have outlined a national framework for policing violence against Women and Girls, within their framework they detail that domestic abuse “…accounts for 17% of all crime”.  Furthermore, there is now the Domestic Abuse Act (2021) coupled with the Home Officer’s Domestic Abuse Statutory Guidance (2022), to expand on and explain the above Act. With the above implemented in recent years, it evidences the current legislative focus on domestic abuse. 
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SUPPORT:

Within this section the appropriateness of different approaches to support vulnerable people during an investigative process will be critically evaluated, with a focus on vulnerable people or people at risk of harm during a domestic abuse related investigation. The methods of support evaluated will be those offered by police and other professionals throughout the process. 

 One of the main approaches the police can utilise to support vulnerable people and specifically people at risk of harm throughout the investigation, are bail conditions. Bail conditions allow police to impose certain specified conditions onto a suspect pre-charge, this can allow police to prevent any further offences being committed throughout the investigative process. If a there is enough evidence to charge a suspect, then they can be remanded to court whereby the court can impose bail conditions (Sosabowski and Johnston, 2022). In relation to domestic abuse cases, officers can set the conditions to protect the victim and restrict the suspect on making contact with the victim and disrupt the ongoing abuse and prevent further escalation and offences. Ultimately, this is an appropriate support measure for vulnerable or at risk victims, to prevent further risk or offences. 
 Additionally, the police can utilise Neighbourhood Policing Teams (NPT) in domestic abuse investigations. If NPT are aware of high domestic victims and suspects, they can conduct unannounced bail and/or curfew checks of domestic perpetrators. In the same vein, if victim’s provide consent, then NPT officers can conduct reassurance patrols in close proximity of the victim’s address and within the local area (Harfield, 2013).
 Victims will sometimes require additional support and networks in place, that are outside the realm of policing. This is where organisations such as Women’s Aid and Live Fear Free (LFF) come in, they are independent from police and can help victim’s recognise, understand and in some cases leave domestic abuse relationships (Women’s Aid, 2025). Where a victim is in a high-risk domestic abuse relationship, they can even be appointed an Independent Domestic Violence Advisor (IDVA). IDVA’s can provide support to the victim but additionally, they can begin to assist the victim with planning their future without their perpetrator and connect them with the appropriate services to do so (Harfield, 2013). The above services can provide victims with advice and support throughout an investigative process and assist with safeguarding the victim. Sometimes being able to assist the victim seek refuge or providing a one-off financial payment for the victim (Women’ Aid, 2025).
 Services outside of the police that can also assist with supporting vulnerable people, are the courts and tribunal services. Courts can provide special measures to certain witness and victims, victims in cases of an allegation of domestic abuse will always be eligible for special measure and a prosecutor can apply to the judge or magistrate for them, following an initial request from police. Special measures can provide the victim to provide evidence behind a screen or via a live link, so they do not have to physically face their perpetrator (Crown Prosecution Service, 2024). This service can prove to be extremely appropriate in cases of DA in managing victims, whereby the victim may be reluctant to attend court due to fear of facing their perpetrator.

WORD COUNT: 531

REPEAT VICTIMISATION AND OFFENDING:

In this section, the methods used in relation to the above investigation to tackle and prevent repeat victimisation and repeat offending will be discussed. 

In this investigation, officers were able to implement early intervention and disruption due to a quick response to an emergency call. On this response, the victim was able to be adequately safeguarded and signposted to Women’s Aid and LFF, in addition to this, a Clare’s Law Disclosure was promoted to the victim. A Clare’s Law provides individuals with information on their partner if they have any previous convictions or investigations into violent offences or sexual offences. This allows victims to make informed decisions about who they enter or remain in relationships with, ultimately it provides victims the knowledge if their offender is a repeat offender of violence within relationships. 
 As discussed previously in this essay, bail conditions were also another factor implement to prevent any further offences being committed and ultimately eliminate further repeat victimisations. The subject in this investigation was bailed a significant period of distance away from where the victim resides with strict conditions not to contact the victim or attend their address. This would allow officers to prevent again offending or the victim becoming a repeat victim, and if the subject breached his conditions he would be liable for arrest. 
 Within this investigation, the victim consequently provided an MG11, VPS and completed an MG2 with officers. However, initially was unsure about how they wanted to proceed, through fear of repercussions and courts. Providing honesty and transparency officers explained to the victim that they could conduct an evidence-led investigation with the evidence that had already been gathered (999 calls, body worn video of disclosure, body worn video capturing injuries, CCTV of communal area of flat showing assault, house to house enquiries), as this was an evidentially strong case. Special measures for court were also explained to the victim. Ultimately, after being made aware of the above, the victim felt confident in providing a statement.

WORD COUNT: 330

CONCLUSION:

Overall, the investigation discussed has been one of a complex nature, with a vulnerable and intimidated victim at the heart of it. As well as, pertinent and current social contexts surrounding it. 
 The key points discussed and utilised within the investigation are managing and supporting a victim with additional support requirements, the approaches that can keep them engaged and safeguarded throughout a lengthy investigative process, minimising risk, such as, NPT patrols, charity support, special measures and bail conditions. In the same vein, by utilising these approaches to safeguard the victim, it subsequently reduces repeat victimisation and imposed conditions on the subject to prevent repeat offending. 

WORD COUNT: 105
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Task 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 


[bookmark: _Hlk196745212]Conducting Investigations

You should choose an serious and complex investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 

INTRODUCTION 

In this essay, a serious and complex investigation will be discussed whereby I played a significant role. The investigation was complex in nature by having little to no information to lead from, only a severely injured victim found in the street. Subsequently, golden hour enquiries and fast track enquiries will be discussed and evaluated which overall resulted in the building of the investigation, beginning from no information to a charge and remand of a suspect. Within this investigation there were occasions whereby providing support and enhanced rights to the victim and suspect in this case, would lead to a potential contradiction of my own personal values and attitudes and how these were subsequently managed. 

WORD COUNT: 114

INVESTIGATION 

In this essay, I will describe and refer to throughout a serious and complex investigation in which I played a significant role in. The investigation is one involving an offence of Grievous Bodily Harm, whereby the victim has been significantly injured by a suspect by using a large machete. This a specifically important investigation to explore due to the increases in knife crime in the UK, with a spotlight being shown on it at recent times, with The Home Office and Ministry of Justice (2025) stating “Police recorded crime data for year ending September 2024 showed that offences involving knives or sharp instruments (excluding Greater Manchester Police) increased by 4% (to 55,008 offences) compared with year ending September 2023“. Including recent articles by the likes of BBC News divulging into the people behind knife crime and their reasonings for it (McCamley, 2025).

The investigation started when a G1 emergency call from a member of the public was received stating a male’s voice was heard from behind their address shouting for help and stating they were dying. Immediately, multiple officers were dispatched and were able to locate and identify the male swiftly. The male was found lying in the middle of the road in a residential area but not where he resided, he had slumped behind a car and was significantly bleeding. The male had multiple wounds and was bleeding from different areas of his body but most significantly from the rear of one his ankles which was split open. Almost immediately, the victim was suitably safeguarded by officers, administering first aid with an ambulance contacted from scene and on route. A scene was erected immediately, with an inner and outer cordon being ascertained and taped off. The victim would not converse with officers and was known to officers and known to be anti-police, officers have conveyed with him in the rear of the ambulance to continue to safeguard the victim and see if he made any potential disclosures.

Multiple officers remained at scene and have launched the investigation. The scene was initially erected as soon as officers arrived and identified the scene, with a scene guard being implemented and CSI being contacted. Officers have then conducted an initial search of the surrounding and local area. At this stage, the investigation was in its early stages and due to the types of injuries sustained, it was established quickly officers were dealing with an outstanding weapon and an outstanding suspect who is dangerous. Further scenes were located, and golden hour enquiries were conducted, which will be explored in depth later throughout the essay. Due to extensive golden hour enquiries being conducted, CCTV was uncovered covering the attack in full and showing the suspect in full allowing for early identification of the suspect and ultimately a swift and effective arrest. Resulting in a search of the suspect’s premises and the uncovering of the weapon in question.
 Due to multiple scenes being identified and held early on, with the use of forensic tents, CSI were able to attend and conduct their enquiries at an early point in the investigation. This, in conjunction with this and DNA swabs taken from both the victim and suspect, allowed for DNA evidence to be uncovered and utilised within the investigation. 

Consequently, the extensive golden hour and fast-tracked enquiries conducted early in the investigation resulted in key evidence being identified and utilised. This resulted in a swift arrest of the suspect, allowing for further investigation and uncovering further evidence which has been instrumental in securing a charge and remand of the suspect.

The significant role I played in this investigation, was being one of the first officers on scene, assisting with scene identification and implementation, as well golden hour enquiries with house to house and CCTV enquiries being urgently conducted by myself and others.

WORD COUNT: 635



FAST-TRACK ACTIONS

In this investigation, due to the severity of the attack and injuries caused, a suspected substantial weapon being used and the victim being initially unforthcoming to police it was established early on this would be a serious and complex investigation. It was established early into the investigation that the suspect would be a high priority suspect and establishing their identity was vital. 

Due to the above, extensive golden hour and fast-track enquiries were conducted. I will discuss and evaluate the enquiries that were conducted by structuring them in three sections, the victim, the scene and the suspect (College of Policing, 2024). 

Enquiries conducted in terms of the victim were firstly to identify and locate the victim, safeguarding them and providing them medical attention. When the victim was safeguarded in hospital, a brief disclosure was obtained as the victim was initially unforthcoming with information. The brief disclosure was that the victim and the suspect had had a physical altercation prior to the victim being assaulted with a machete. Due to their being a physical altercation, face and hand swaps were taken from the victim with a MG21 was submitted and fast tracked due to the suspect being unknown at this time. 

In terms of the scene, the majority of the enquiries conducted for golden hour were in relation to the scene due to having an unforthcoming victim and an unknown suspect. Firstly, a scene was identified in where the victim was found. An inner and outer cordon was erected and a scene guard put in place, with CSI being informed. House to house and CCTV enquiries were conducted, which resulted in further scenes being identified as where the victim was found was not the scene of the attack. Ultimately, multiple scenes were identified with splatters of blood being identified and forming essentially a path, which resulted in the scene of the attack being located and CCTV has covered the attack in its entirety and the suspect being seen in full. A forensic tent was put in place at the scene of the attack.

Following the CCTV displaying the suspect, he was able to be identified, and a swift and effective arrest was conducted. The suspect was arrested at his home address, so a Section 32 search was conducted of his home address to locate the weapon, which was subsequently found and seized (College of Policing, 2020). The suspect’s mobile phone, and clothing that matched what they were wearing in the CCTV was also seized. The weapon and clothing were sent for forensic analysis alongside an MG21 submission. With the phone being sent to DFCCU for analysis. Once in custody DNA swabs were taken from the suspect, to examine if they match DNA found on the victim and the weapon.

To summarise, the main processes and fast track actions utilised in this investigation are listed below (College of Policing, 2024):
· House to house
· CCTV enquiries
· Search of local area at scene 
· DNA swabs from victim for perpetrator DNA
· Forensic tents and CSI be contacted
· DNA swabs from perpetrator
· Arrest of suspect and search of home address
· Suspected weapon being sent for forensic examination
· Suspect phone examination
· Suspect clothing being sent for examination 

Ultimately, the above processes have proven to be extremely successful in this case and vital to the outcome. CCTV enquiries have allowed officers to identify the victim’s direction of travel and that the scene they were initially located was not the scene of the attack, leading to the scene of the attack being located as a result and identifying further CCTV which covered the incident in its entirety. This CCTV has become arguably the most vital piece of evidence in the case, as it led to the identification of the suspect as well as forming overwhelming evidence for the suspect to account for. 

DNA swabs whilst a costly process, again if forensic examination provides a DNA match for the suspect on the victim and vice versa, it places them both together and having had physical contact. Consequently, forming key evidence. In the same vein, holding scene guards and having CSI attend to examine blood in situ, means we can place individuals at that location. Again, locating and holding a scene guard is labour intensive and due to the extensive amount of scenes identified and requiring preserving until CSI could attend, multiple officers were held on a scene guard.
To evaluate the above process, whilst they can be costly and labour-intensive, with in this case, officers conducting house to house and CCTV enquiries at nearly 100 properties. They were the key factor in identifying a dangerous suspect, providing overwhelming evidence and resulting in a charge and remand.

WORD COUNT: 782


SUPPORT PROVIDED

In terms of this investigation both the key players, the victim and the suspect both were entitled to and required support which was given to them despite any personal values and attitudes that would potentially feel differently. 

In terms of the victim, as noted above on arrival at the scene he was recognised by officers and is known to police, specifically known to be anti-police. With warning markers stating he has been violent to officers in the past. Despite this, he had been subject to an extremely serious assault and was left with potentially life changing injuries due to the injury at the rear of his ankle. The victim was stand offish and unforthcoming with officers first on scene, as they arrived prior to any other service. Yet, officers were aware the victim had serious injuries and would have been in severe pain. Officers were made aware of the victim’s warning markers at scene once the male was identified and could risk assess his demeanour themselves, despite this, officers went forward without delay and urgently provided first aid care the male. 

Following the initial arrival, officers have also conveyed with the male in the ambulance and remained with him in hospital to safeguard him with the suspect still outstanding. Any personal values in relation to the victims’ attitude toward police and assaulting police previously were put not even considered at the time of the incident due this individual being a victim needing care and support and being entitled to so, after being subject to a serious assault (College of Policing, 2021).

In relation to the suspect in this case, despite being identified as a high priority suspect and a dangerous offender, they were also a juvenile at 17 years of age. Ultimately, meaning that they were entitled to an enhanced service and additional rights. On arrival at custody the suspect couldn’t be booked in or have their rights read to them until the presence of an appropriate adult, who would also be required for their interview. Additionally, arresting officers have a duty to submit a public protection notice (PPN) when a child is arrested and brought into police custody to inform other agencies and provide a multi-agency approach (CoP, 2024; HMICFRS, 2023). Ultimately, in this case an individual who was regarded as a dangerous violent offender was also a child and was entitled to the additional rights of a child in police custody, regardless of the offence in question. Despite, personal attitudes or values on the actions of the individual, I remain impartial and subjective, ensuring that any support someone is entitled to is delivered, either as a victim, witness or suspect.

In this investigation, I was required to manage my own attitudes and values as there was a disparity and almost a contradiction in providing support and enhanced care to those with contrasting values. These contrasts were overlooked, and a duty of care was upheld and provided to the highest standard to both the victim and suspect, overriding individual beliefs. 
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