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Article 12 – Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
· The Foundation phase respects Article 12 by supporting individual decision making within the classroom, The frame work states that giving the children this experience allows them to develop an understanding of themselves and the world in which they live. The framework also states that a well-planned curriculum gives the children an opportunity to be creatively involved in their own learning. Having Children Involved in their own learning/planning encourages them to express their thoughts and ask questions. (Welsh Government, 2016).
· The Children and Young Peoples Commissioner Scotland (2017) states that a child’s opinion should not be dismissed due to their age, they should always have their views listened to. They should also always be given the correct information to enable them to make decisions. The Commissioner states that a child’s opinion should be taken into consideration at home, in their workplace and at school.  
· The Montassori Method encourages you to respect the child. This approach allows children to make choices, encouraging them to become independent learners. Letting children explore and ask questions rather than just feeding them information allows them to be enthusiastic and curious (Learning Theories, 2016). 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) (UNCRC) is the most Widley endorsed out of all the human right agreements, (Lewis et al, no date, p. 27) . The rights were drawn up in 1989 and apply to anyone under the age of 18. They are set out in 41 different articles, Our Rights (Children in Wales, 2014).  On December 16 1991 Great Britain agreed to ensure that every child in the UK has the rights listed in the articles.  The rights officially came into force in 2011. The Convention of the Rights of the Child displays the rights that children must realize they have in order to reach their full potential, Childs Rights and why they matter (Unicef, 2011). Unicef (2011) also states that every child has rights no matter what ethnicity, gender, religion or abilities that have. 




















Article 3 – The best interest of the child must be top priority in all decisions and actions that affect the child. (Childrens Rights Wales, 2016)
· The Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2017) suggest that Article 3 is one of the most important as many other articles are related to it. The interest of the child should always be thought about whether you are a parent, teacher or  a person of power. The Commissioner states that all children should be protected and cared for. People in people should always think about what is best for children in their day to day lives while making laws.  
· Past failings influenced the Every Child Matters policy, Victoria Climbie is an example this event brought forward proposals for a change to the child protection system. The many agencies involved such as social services, the NHS and the police did not do what was in the best interest of this child, hence why this article is so important. The Every Child Matters Policy states that effective communication between agencies and professionals is helpful, this highlights the needs of the child in order for you to do what is best going forward. (Every Child Matters, 2003).
· The Foundation Phase supports article 3 because it believes in the child being at the heart of the curriculum, it encourages practitioners to be understanding towards children’s learning. The curriculum should be flexible and allow practitioners to plan activities around the child/children’s needs, allowing all children to have positive experiences. (Welsh Government, 2016)












Article-18- Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their child and should always consider what is best for the child. Governments must support parents by creating support services for children and giving parents the help they need to raise their children(Children rights Wales, (2016)
· The Children and Young Peoples Commissioner Scotland (2017) state that it Is the responsibility and both parents to bring up the child whenever possible. If a child only lives with one parent the other should offer support for the child in any way that is needed. 
· The Government has a responsibility to assist parents wherever it can in the upbringing of children. Some Government Schemes in wales are: 
Flying start : This part time childcare for children 2-3 in disadvantaged arears with an enhanced health visiting service and access to parenting classes. (Welsh Government, 2016)
Families First :Assesses the needs of the family and puts together support to meet these needs, bringing in different agencies if needed. (Welsh Government, 2016)
30hrs free childcare : Provides free childcare up to a maximum of 30hrs a week for parents who need the criteria. (Welsh Government, 2016) 

















Article 16 – Every Child has the right to privacy, in their private, family and home life. (Childrens Rights Wales (2016) 
· The Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2017) suggests that all children have then right to privacy, they have a right to a private life, private space where they can be alone and a right to keep their phone call’s and emails private. This right is not respected when it is believed that a child could be in danger. Children have a right to medical information and treatments without the consent of their parents and privately if the child wishes. 
· The Data Protection Act (2018) Suggests that anyone responsible for using your personal data weather this be and employer, school or organization are responsible for making sure the information is accurate and necessary, handled in a way that ensures security and used in a way that is satisfactory. You have the right to know how your data is being used and have incorrect data updated. 
· Children In Families(2006) States that to help protect this right you should always have consent from parents to take photos/videos of children, Children should be allowed to grow up within a family with little interference from outside organizations, Consider how you would want your own child to be treated and remember this when working with children and lastly never do anything you are not sure of, always ask for reassurance from a manager. (Children In Families, 2006). 
· It is also important that practitioners follow confidentiality and privacy policies this includes only sharing information about a child with the correct people and with good reason. Following these policies will strengthen the relationship between parents/children and organisations/schools.
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