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Hughes’ article has a clear descriptive nature to it. The purpose of the work is to describe the environment in which the Greeks lived, how it shaped them, and how they changed the environment.[footnoteRef:1] This, however, becomes clear only in the conclusion.[footnoteRef:2] This makes the precise purpose unclear at the beginning, however the article is split into ten clear sections which aids clarity.[footnoteRef:3] This is an effective measure as a reader interested in one aspect need only read the section they require, not the entire article.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Hughes 2006: 227,241-242.]  [2:  Hughes 2006: 227,241-242.]  [3:  Hughes 2006: 227-242.]  [4:  Hughes 2006: 227-242.] 


The first section, the introduction, contains no statements of the authors intention or hints of the article’s direction. It describes briefly the overall geography of Greece and why the maritime nature of the Greeks arose due to the proximity to the calm Mediterranean Sea and harsh mountainous terrain.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Hughes 2006: 227.] 


The second section describes the reason for the climate, and a simple description of what the climate was like.[footnoteRef:6] References for temperature recordings in the ancient world are missing, but the data is presented clearly.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Hughes 2006: 228.]  [7:  Hughes 2006: 228.] 


The third section summarises the geological and volcanic history of Greece, and the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:8] Whilst heavily anecdotal, the information provided does provide a good overall impression of the topic.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Hughes 2006: 228-229.]  [9:  Hughes 2006: 228-229.] 


The fourth section is entitled ‘Mineral Resources’, and gives an account of the resources available to the Greeks, their methods and capacity for utilising these wood and mineral/ore deposits, and how industrial operations caused a heavy environmental impact.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Hughes 2006: 229-230.] 


The fifth section outlines the flora diversity, distribution, and the progression of the changing habitats in Greece with specific examples.[footnoteRef:11] This section features rather bland listing of plants and very rudimentary descriptions unnecessary in an academic article.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Hughes 2006: 230-232.]  [12:  Hughes 2006: 230-232.] 


The sixth section describes the fauna of Greece, the interconnected diverse ecosystems, how the Greeks perceived and interacted with these creatures, and the uses and importance of both wild and domesticated animals.[footnoteRef:13] The defining of predators being a trophic level with no definition of the term is jarring as the primary and secondary trophic levels were not defined as such.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Hughes 2006: 232-234.]  [14:  Hughes 2006:233.] 


The seventh section describes the deforestation that occurred in Greece, including the reasons, methods, and environmental results of this.[footnoteRef:15] It also says that shipbuilding was a major factor for these acts, as too was the expansion of cities and industry, giving examples throughout.[footnoteRef:16] This is the longest section, and it is clear that environmental issues in the ancient world are important to the author, as he recounts even at the time they had concerns, and some even attempted to regulate the deforestation.[footnoteRef:17] The section seems to be bound strictly to the topic, but flows awkwardly, as some paragraphs seem unconnected.[footnoteRef:18] [15:  Hughes 2006: 234-238.]  [16:  Hughes 2006: 235-237.]  [17:  Hughes 2006: 234-239.]  [18:  Hughes 2006: 234-239.] 


The eighth section is about the farming of domestic livestock, and how that seriously changes the environment as all unused lands were used for grazing.[footnoteRef:19] The author emphasises the issues with pasturing a combination of livestock, as it degrades the natural flora of the area, eradicating habitats.[footnoteRef:20] Again Hughes notes that the people of the time knew about these issues, showing their awareness of their damage to nature.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  Hughes 2006: 239-240.]  [20:  Hughes 2006: 239-240.]  [21:  Hughes 2006: 240.] 


The ninth section discusses the erosion of the soils, and the contortion and disappearance of geographical features such as rivers, and how this was caused by human action and natural phenomena.[footnoteRef:22] Hughes puts a large stress on the act of deforestation, citing evidence and arguing effectively for this.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Hughes 2006:240-241.]  [23:  Hughes 2006: 241.] 


The ninth section is the conclusion, which highlights the connections of human interaction in the ancient world and the environmental impact that it has caused.[footnoteRef:24] Hughes also stresses to the reader the importance of recognising the interactions of different ecological systems and humans, just as the ancient writers acknowledged the importance of the environmental change they had caused.[footnoteRef:25] [24:  Hughes 2006: 241-242.]  [25:  Hughes 2006: 242.] 


In conclusion, Throughout the book most of the terminology is either simple or explained, and this text is very accessible to anyone with an interest in the topics, but not someone who is knowledgeable in them.[footnoteRef:26] Hughes succeeds in his attempt to describe his aims, However, whilst it is relatively easy to read due to the explanations and sections, the referencing is incomplete, and very inconsistent, with several things needing references not having them, forcing an interested reader to scour an entire bibliography.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  Hughes 2006: 234-242.]  [27:  Hughes 2006: 234-244.] 
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