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History and background of Swansea.
Swansea is a city situated in the country of Wales. It is the second largest city in Wales after Cardiff although Swansea is now a city and county of Wales it was a town up and until 1969. Swansea was granted a city status by HRH the Prince of Wales in 1969. After visiting the city twice that year the HRH Prince of Wales granted the city later that year on December 15, 1969. (Swansea.gov). This was a great boost for Swansea as it led to the former town becoming recognised on a border margin. Swansea holds a great amount of history Swansea was founded in the early 12th century. The Normans conquered the area leading the lord to build a wooden castle which was rebuilt in the 13th century into a stone castle. (digsswansea.biz.uk). A great history fact for Swansea is its adopted name Copperopolis. It adopted its name in the early 1700s to late 1800s. this was due to Swansea being one of the world’s leading copper smelting destinations. (Swansea-union.com) Swansea’s copper industry did come with a few negatives as it is said they relate to Bristol and Liverpool slavery. (Swansea museum.org) The city also has museums which are a popular tourist attraction. The museums contain a great deal of the local history. Within its walls it holds six separate galleries and an Egyptian mummy. a Welsh kitchen is also included. Swansea also has a waterfront museum on its popular tourist attraction Swansea marina. Swansea marina was formerly known as north dock which opened in 1859. This created a massive industrial boom which helped work for many industrial companies. The national waterfront museum displays 36 state of the art displays and many historical objects including a replica of the world’s first steam locomotive. (visitswanseabay.com).
Swansea marina has become immensely popular for its amazing views and beautiful seafront walk. The marina leads down to the popular area of Mumbles. With many houses, apartments and flats it has become a fantastic location for many people to rent, buy and lease property. 
Swansea arena is in front of marina and officially opened its doors in March 2022. It hosts a great deal of events such as live events, live music, comedy, and theatre. As well as these many private conferences take place in a landmark capacity of 3500 its clear to see why this has become popular with outside tourism as well as bringing locals together.


As well as the amazing attractions Swansea has a famous football stadium. 
The famous Swansea city club has expanded over the years and has grown in popularity with many supporters as well as well-known stars such as the Hollywood actor Catherine Zeta-Jones. (swanseacity.com).


Population 

Swansea has a population that has greatly grown over the years to 318.000 people living in the city. Growth rate at 0.63% in 2024, a slight drop from 0.64% in 2023. (macrotrens.net)
With it being the second largest city in Wales it is no surprise that its popularity has grown. With 14 secondary schools and 104 primary schools, Swansea council provide many options for education for the young people of today. With two colleges and two university further and higher education is accessible for many to further their skills. Swansea University has 8 academic colleges within its campuses. Art is popular amongst many with Swansea city having their very own art university. This has resulted in the city becoming popular with many outside students leading them to locate to Swansea to study. 

Work

With Swansea being a city, it has a good shopping centre with a quadrant and many food outlets. With many attractions from shops, leisure centres, schools, and universities this provides excellent job opportunities for all. Tata steel is one of Swansea’s largest employers with over10000+ job opportunities. With the recent rise in the cost of living, many shops have needed to close. Unfortunately, this has made many people unemployed. Statistics show that only 47% of people are employed in occupations. (nomisweb.co.uk). It was estimated that 4,700 people were unemployed at the end of December 2023. A rate of 3.8% was a rise on the previous year which was 3.4%. (one.gov.uk). although the rate of employment has dropped a potential development for the city centre is a new public sector hub. With 4 floors and new shops and restaurants on the ground floor. The council have said it will kick start the overall regeneration of the former St Davids shopping site. The development of over 1billion is said to create more jobs locally and draw outside tourism.


Crime rates 

Crime rates in Swansea are at 97.9% per 1000 resident population. With sexual offences and violence holding 35.1% of this rate with antisocial behaviour coming in second with 13.2%. although this statistic may seem high, they have dropped since 2019. (crystalroof.co.uk). Due to the increase of unemployment, poverty, and homelessness it is stated that these factors have impacted crime. Swansea city centre has faced many challenges over the years and its main drinking attraction is Wind St. With many people heading out to the strip of nightclubs and bars police presence has increased over the years due to tourism and it is also a well-known attraction for stag and hen parties, police have made sure they are present to make sure that people are safe. 


Tourism 
Swansea has increased in popularity over the years with its Football stadium, beautiful waterfront marina, museums, and its events. With many events now taking place in Swansea such as marathons, concerts, sporting games it is no wonder that tourism has grown and continues to grow. Swansea holds its Red Arrows event yearly which brings in many people from around the UK. The new arena based in the heart of the city centre has held many concerts and star performances. Singers such as Paloma Faith, and comedian, Catherine Ryan and many more have drawn both local and outside people in. With more marketing and publicising events underway Swansea is keen to develop their city and attract many more families and tourism. 






