CLCS4007 – Coursework Assignment 1 (Semester One)

Semester one - 1,000 word Gobbet exercise – 50 % (04/12/12) 
Pick one of the following passages or images and write an essay of 1,000 words (this is worth 50% of your mark). For the passages comment upon the context, content, and any relevant parallels that can be drawn from other historical sources; for the images comment upon their nature, imagery and political, social or economic significance.

1) “When I, Athenians, decided to marry, and brought a wife into my house, for a while I was inclined neither to disturb her nor to leave her too free to do just as she pleased; I kept a watch on her as far as possible, with such observation of her as was reasonable. But when a child was born to me, hence-forth I began to trust her, and placed all my affairs in her hands, presuming that we were now in perfect intimacy. It is true that in the early days, Athenians, she was the most excellent of wives; she was a clever, frugal housekeeper, and kept everything in the nicest order. But as soon as I lost my mother, her death became the cause of all my troubles. For it was in attending her funeral that my wife was seen by this man, who in time corrupted her. He looked out for the slave-girl who went to market, and so paid addresses to her mistress by which he fashioned her ruin.” – Lysias 1.6-8. (Adapted from Lamb, M. A: 1930).

2) “Now the elements by which the Roman constitution was controlled were three in number, all of which I have mentioned before and all the aspects of the administration were, taken separately, so suitably ordered and regulated through the agency of these three elements that it was impossible even for the Romans themselves to declare with certainty whether the whole system was an aristocracy, a democracy or a monarchy. In fact it was quite natural that this should be so, for if we were to fix our eyes only upon the power of the consuls, the constitution might give the impression of being completely monarchical and royal; if we confined our attention to the Senate it would seem to be aristocratic; and if we looked at the power of the people it would appear to be a clear example of a democracy.” – Polybios 6.11 (Translation from Scott-Kilvery, A. S: 1979).

3) “Shortly afterwards, the city prefect, Pedanius Secundus, was murdered by one of his own slaves; either because he had been refused emancipation after Pedanius had agreed to the price, or because he had contracted a passion for a catamite [a boy or youth taking the passive role in a homosexual relationship], and declined to tolerate the rivalry of his owner. Be that as it may, when the whole of the domestics [household slaves] who had been resident under the same roof ought, in accordance with the old custom, to have been led to execution, the rapid assembly of the populace, bent on protecting so many innocent lives, brought matters to the point of sedition, and the senate house was besieged. Even within its walls there was a party which protested against excessive harshness, though most members held that no change was advisable.” - Tacitus Annals 14.42 (Adapted from Jackson, J: 1937).

4) 
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Image of the Parthenon.
5)
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Image of the Coliseum.
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