Explain and Discuss Your Choice of Speech; Why This Specific Speech?
The first speech I looked at was one of two speeches by Lady Macbeth from Macbeth. This speech is from Act 1, Scene 7. The reason I picked this monologue was because I liked how dark the language was and how driven and determined the character journey is.
I have always remembered the character of Lady Macbeth to be a psychotic character but when reading the monologue and doing research, I was able to start seeing her just wanting what was best for her husband, she just did not use the most conventional way of going about it.
From studying this play for GCSE English Literature, we had to watch the TV adaption that starred Patrick Stewart as Macbeth and Kate Fleetwood as Lady Macbeth. I found her portrayal of this monologue to be enticing and particularly memorable. She has a lot of attack towards the character. She portrays the character effortlessly and doesn't seem overdone or over dramatic. 

The second speech I looked at was from Act 3, Scene 2 of Troilus and Cressida. I had previously looked at this monologue for my Central School audition but did not go into a lot of detail for the research and character. I had this as one of my options as I would have liked to explore the character in more detail and look into her background in more depth. I was drawn in by this character as she is different from characters that I would normally play and be interested in. The characters I am usually drawn to are more so seen as the 'villain' of the plot. I tend to find these characters psyche to be more interesting and complex and exploring that side of them is something that I enjoy. I liked the contrasting factors of her being labelled a whore, yet in this monologue, she shows a side of her vulnerability she shows as she proclaims her true love and commitment for Troilus. 

The third speech I looked at was one of two speeches as Tamora from Titus Andronicus. This speech is taken from Act 2, Scene 3. I had previously studied Titus Andronicus during BTEC Performing Arts for the Shakespeare Schools Festival, but the version we performed was styled non-naturalistic and had a more modern twist. This speech had been edited down during the version I had done but remember it being against the characters initial persona. During this speech, she is captivating Aaron into having sex with her whilst everyone else is busy during the hunt. This monologue, in comparison to her previous acts of the play, stands out as her showing her true self and not the hard-hearted woman that the other characters believe her to be.
I thought this would be interesting to do as you could portray her either bearing her heart and soul to Aaron or you could look at making it more manipulative and her trying to force herself upon him.

The fourth speech I looked at was from Act 3, Scene 5 of As You Like It. From researching the character of Rosalind, I was intrigued by the character and her backstory. I believe the character has a true sense of self and even though she is portrayed as such a beauty, she makes her intelligence ever known and does not shy away from it. 
During this speech, Rosalind is disguised as Ganymede while speaking to Phoebe. I thought the portrayal would be interesting to consider as you would need to create the profile for both Rosalind and Ganymede and play with the different ways that the character holds themselves. I also think it would be interesting to look at the monologue from a perspective of where Rosalind could have romantic feelings for Phoebe and how that would change the delivery of the speech. 

The fifth speech I have chosen is the second of my Lady Macbeth speeches. This speech taken from Act 1, Scene 7 and is composed of two paragraphs morphed together to be long enough to make a monologue. This monologue is Lady Macbeth proving her worth and that it doesn't need to be a man to partake in ruthless activities. She is pushing Macbeth into getting his prophesised due. I think this is the monologue that we can truly see how manipulative she is and how far she will push the limits to get what is needed.

My sixth monologue that I have chosen is my second monologue as Tamora. This is taken from Act 2, Scene 3. This follows up the first monologue that I chose from Tamora. During this speech, she lies to Chiron and Demitrius about Lavinia and Bassianus dragging her into the middle of the woods so her affair with Aaron doesn't get revealed.
I have chosen this for my monologue to work on as I think this could be portrayed many ways. I personally like the manipulative streak within this character as I can side with this characteristic very well and have fun with it. I think it is interesting to portray the villain as they have the most complex backstories and reasons why they appear to act as they do. Tamora has a very complex backstory throughout this play and this monologue is a sort of 'make or break' of the character and the plot. 

Analyse and Then Discuss the Character in Your Speech; with Focus on Your Connection To, and Creation of, The Character, Considering the Vocal, Physical and Interpretive Skills Required.
Tamora is Queen of The Goths and is made Roman Empress by, newly crowned Roman Emperor, Saturninus. At the beginning of the play, Tamora is captured by Titus's army and paraded through the streets on display. Her eldest son, Alarbus, is killed as a sacrifice after Tamora repeatedly begging for his life to spared. I believe it is at this point when Tamora's character starts to transform into the manipulative, blood-thirsty woman that is present during the monologue. 
She has the reputation of being a stone-cold, heartless woman, who stops at nothing that gets in the way of her and her family. In comparison with her earlier monologue to Aaron, I found this to be more of interest due to the lies that she’s making up to her sons. I feel that this monologue shows her mindset and proves how far she’ll go to turn her sons against others and keep her integrity intact. 


When looking at building this character, I watched the 1999 movie Titus starring Antony Hopkins and Jessica Lange. When watching Lange perform this monologue, I found it to seem more of a psychological manipulation than an emotional one. The impression I had of the portrayal of Lange's character is that she knows her sons would do anything to protect their mother and uses this knowledge to her advantage to manipulate and to seek her revenge in the most heinous way possible. 
I also looked at the character of Regina Mills from ABC's Once Upon Time. I believe season one of this character really helped with me looking into the manipulative and emotional side of the character of Tamora. Regina is a modern-day version of The Evil Queen from Disney's Snow White. Regina grew up as a princess but when her true love was killed before her, she started to transform into a blood thirsty, revengeful woman. For instance, when things go against Regina her first port of call is to manipulate the people around her so that she has the outcome that she wants and needs. 
After reading Titus Andronicus, I could spot an immediate link between these two women. They have both had important loves of their life ripped from them and a leadership thrown at them which was not wanted. Ironically, even though Tamora manipulates her sons for her revenge, they both have their sons as a centrefold of their stories and as triggering factors of how they act and react to situations.   

I believe that Tamora thinks that the destruction and hurt that she causes the characters attached to Titus is justified due to the humiliation that had been imposed upon her and the brutal sacrifice of her eldest son. To Tamora, it is a life for a life and any gruesome added extras is just out of revenge for what has happened to her.

When Tamora starts to describe the ordeal that she has endured, I think she is just going along with whatever immediately comes to mind but due to how manipulative she is, the detail comes to her very easily. I want to show her physicality change with the speech as she becomes more engrossed with the detail. For instance, the first line of the speech, "Have I not reason think you to look pale?" I will hold myself upright and strong, showing the status and power but by the time I say the line "the barren detested vale you see it is" something clicks in her mind that there needs to be a physical proof that the horrendous things had happened to her. I will show this by becoming more hunched over and relaxing my shoulders. I think this would show how physically drained she would be, if she were to have gone through these things. It also makes her appear weaker, not only physically but also emotionally. 

When reading this monologue, I imagined it taking place a clearing of an overgrown forest that had a fork in the road leading up to it. Just before the dialogue begins, I saw Lavinia and Bassianus would appear up one path to catch Tamora and Aaron while her sons appear through the wood and happen to find the scene. Being faced with her affair being outed by Titus’s daughter and having her remaining children both facing her at the same time, would send her into overdrive and possibly sending her into a state of mania.

Analyse and Discuss the Character's Emotional and Psychological Situation; with Specific Focus on This Speech.
As previously mentioned, prior to this speech, Tamora has been captured by Titus's army and her eldest son sacrificed. She is then forced to marry Saturninus and is made the Roman Empress. In the lead up to this speech, Tamora is having an affair with Aaron the Moor, whom she is meeting in the woods during this scene; Lavinia and Bassianus find the couple in the woods and threaten to out their secret. When the scene is discovered by Tamora's remaining sons, she creates a story where Lavinia and Bassianus have coaxed her out into the forest and have done terrible things to her. After revealing the horrible things that have happened to her, she then encourages her sons to avenge her torture or otherwise she will disown them.

Her children obviously mean a lot to her, as Albarus’ death was a trigger point into her spiralling into a revenge hungry woman. Yet the lengths that Tamora goes to manipulate her sons to get her revenge gives an insight into her emotional and psychological state. She is willing to emotionally manipulate her children in order to seek her own revenge. 

Tamora being forced to marry into the family that killed her eldest son took a toll on her mentality, yet she saw it as an opportunity to seek her revenge. She’s clearly obsessed with wanting her revenge and not settling until it feels like a worthy revenge, even though nothing will ever satisfy what she wants to achieve. She is a damaged woman that has unhealthy coping mechanisms which results in her pushing her sons towards raping and mutilating Lavinia.

From engaging with the manipulative manner of this speech, I researched into what makes people manipulate the ones they love and the people around them. From reading articles from 
Narcissism and Relationships Blog, Motivational Tips, and Psychology Today, I found that there can be a range of reasons why someone could become so manipulative. Some people enjoy finding the weakness in others and taking advantage of the situation to benefit themselves. Some don’t have the trust within themselves to complete what they want from life and so use others to succeed and get what they want. Those who manipulate others, do not necessarily suffer from any personality or mental health disorders and can change their ways if committed and motivated enough to do so.
From this research, it has helped me with getting more into Tamora’s head and understand how she is able to manipulate the people around her so quickly and without any hint of conscious affecting her. 

Analyse and Discuss the Speech’s Dramatic Language, and How You Utilise It for Performance.
This monologue is filled with dark, descriptive words that paint a horrific picture to feed to Chiron and Demitrius to do their mothers bidding and get revenge for what Lavinia and Bassianus have put her through.
For instance, the third line “a barren, detested vale” is giving the insight that they are in a deserted, disgusting valley. This immediately makes the audience member picture a darker place that doesn’t have a lot of sunlight, which sets the mood and helps build up the rest of what Tamora describes of her “ordeal”. 
Describing the surrounding trees as “forlorn and lean, o’ercome with moss and baleful mistletoe” even furthers the dark vibes that Tamora is trying to manipulate towards her sons. This description gives me a creepy vibe with distorted, overbearing trees that overcrowd the area making it seem bleak and lifeless. 
Using the animals, “nightly owl and fatal raven” to describe the creatures that fester in the vale, backs up the darkness that resides in this place; especially with the use of the fatal raven that is tied to victories or defeats, depending on the arrangement of the wings. This animal could later reflect the outcome of Lavinia and Bassianus as Tamora has become victorious within her revenge plot as Lavinia and Bassianus have been brutally defeated.

As Tamora gets more into detail about the ordeal, I like the chunk of description “a thousand fiends, a thousand hissing snakes, ten thousand swelling toads, as many urchins,would make such fearful and confusèd cries as any mortal body hearing it should straight fall mad, or else die suddenly”. I found when reading it, that I was taken back by the description of such a horrible place and forgetting myself that she hasn’t been going through anything that she was telling her sons.
I also like the line “and then they called me foul adulteress, lascivious Goth, and all the bitterest terms that ever ear did hear to such effect”. I feel as though that’s Tamora just having a little fun with the situation and think of the one final thing that would really twist the dagger around to make Chiron and Demitrius sure that they had to fight their mothers battle. 

The threat that Tamora makes at the end of the speech, “revenge it as you love your mother’s life, or be you not henceforth called my children”, is just her installing into her sons that they need to be doing this for her and asking them to take a side to prove their worth. I also believe that this is Tamora using her manipulation to its full extent, just because she can and can get away with it.

I use the dramatic speech during my performance but emphasising the dark descriptive words. I think this helps with painting the picture that Tamora needs her sons to see in order for them to side with her and believe her story 100%. When using the phrase “abhorréd pit”, I drop my voice to make it sound so horrific that even the Queen of the Goths does not wish to speak about such an awful place. Also, when describing the snakes, I drag out the s in hissing to emphasise the animal and as if she’s trying to grab her son’s attention. I find this to be really effective when performing it and can feel a tension in my chest as if I’m trying to make the next description worse than the one previous. 

Analyse and Discuss the Nature and Function of the Acting Area in Elizabethan and Jacobean Theatre and How You Have Used, Utilised or Varied from This in Your Performance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the Elizabethan and Jacobean times, everything was more accessible to the audience and was not as strict as the modern-day theatre. People respect theatre and the actors a lot more in the modern theatre world and a bigger fuss is made when people go to see any type of theatre. Theatre would usually be done in thrust but is also famous for in the round, with the Globe Theatre being the most famous theatre during these time periods. Lighting would be done with candles or oil lamps during the evening and during the day, the natural light would be used. This could cause issues for the actors as the attention was easily diverted elsewhere and people would become disinterested in what was going on.

In comparison with the Elizabethan and Jacobean theatre times, I’ve decided to do my piece end on. I’ve decided this because I wanted to make it look and feel as though it were Tamora against Lavinia and Bassianus with Chiron and Demitrius were stuck in the middle and needing to choose their side. I also wanted to feel like it was her against the world and that’s why she uses the manipulation to get across to her sons. I will also be using lighting during my piece to set the dark scene that is described throughout the piece. I think this is effective and will help with setting the tone of the monologue. 
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