Publius Papinius Statius was born 45 AD in Neapolis, Italy and is considered to be one of the principal Roman epic and lyric poets of what is called the Silver Age of Latin Literature which lasted from 18 to 133 AD. His father was a poet and it appears as though Statius trained as one from childhood. He spent a good deal of his life in Rome as a court poet under emperor Domitian who awarded him with a prize in 89 or 90 AD. The role of court poet was something that Statius held in high regard as it gave him the opportunity to exploit his position to suit his own desires. He was a considerably talented poet winning a good deal of competitions and he could have also composed a pantomime libretto for Paris, Domitian’s favourite. He eventually competed in the Capitoline competition a very prestigious competition though it is unknown as to when he took part in it, however it is likely he took part in its third celebration in 94AD. The reasoning for this is because he suffered a devastating defeat in the competition, one that Statius took hard prompting him to return to his childhood home of Naples where he then spent the rest of his life and where it is likely he died in 96 AD. Statius has a good deal of works to his name, among the most famous of those being the Thebaid which is one of the few roman epics to have been published as a complete work by its author. Statius was also the author of the Silvae, a collection of thirty-two poems of which twenty-six are in hexameters. His final work was intended to be the Achilleid which was intended to tell the life of Achilles, however Statius died before it could ever be finished.


Bibliography
"Statius | Roman Poet", Encyclopedia Britannica, 2020 access at: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Statius
Hornblower, Simon, Antony Spawforth, and Esther Eidinow, The Oxford Classical Dictionary (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
