Analysis of funary cones in Ancient Egypt


In this analysis I will be looking at the Funerary cone of Menthuemhat and his wife, Menthuemhat being the fourth prophet of Amun. Menthuemhat was a Theban official who lived around the 25th dynasty.
[image: 
                  Egyptian. Funerary Cone of the Fourth Prophet of Amon, Menthuemhat and His Wife. Clay, Diam. 3 3/8 x 8 1/8 in. (8.6 x 20.7 cm). Brooklyn Museum, Charles Edwin Wilbour Fund, 37.119E. Creative Commons-BY (Photo: Brooklyn Museum, CUR.37.119E_detail2.jpg)                ]This Funerary cone is about 8.6 x 20.7 cm which is relatively small.[footnoteRef:1] It is cone shaped and is made out of a red baked clay with raised hieroglyphs on the bottom. The funerary cones in general were placed in the tomb and the inscriptions were often the name of the deceased with sometimes a short prayer.  [1:  Brooklyn museum] 

Not many scholars know what the exact purpose of the funerary cone is however in my opinion, comparing it to a modern burial the funerary cone act as our equivalent to a headstone. I believe that they could literally just be there to commemorate the person and to give a name to the person in the tomb. However in terms of religious significance, I believe that these funerary cones would of held a lot more importance to the ancient Egyptians than a headstone would for a person in the 21st centaury.  Although in both cultures religious significance is important, to the ancient Egyptians it was an actual way of life, not just a belief. Therefore their personal identity and also religious identity would be tied to the funerary cone, whereas for a lot of modern people it would just be a matter of their personal identity. Some Egyptologist believe however that the Funerary cones could symbolise something else not just an identity marker and it could have had a purpose relating to protection of the tomb. Earlier cones, for example those dating back to the 11th dynasty,  did not have inscriptions on them, they were also larger, and the fact that the inscriptions were only added at a later date this makes me question their purpose as simply an identity marker.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Dunn ] 
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