[image: ]                             

Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name: David Jones 1902712
Supervisor Name: Luke Roach

Research Question (1 sentence max.)
Does scrutiny and audit affect modern policing in the UK?

Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 
The concept of scrutinising the police publicly is becoming more and more popular in the UK. The use of phones allows the public an easy way to film and openly criticise the police. The objective of the research is to understand the effect this could have on modern policing and police performance. Also, to analyse the different forms of scrutiny; what is considered acceptable and unacceptable forms of criticism? The IOPC consider some forms of criticism acceptable to help change the system of policing and accountability. To ensure lessons are learnt and that any investigations into this topic are free and independent from the government/police. (Lockwood, 2020).
How do police approach and confront auditing differently, what training is required, funding, effect on mental state, abuse, judgement, decisive action, improving other means to make reports of police misconduct, social media posts of criticism, preventing scrutiny which goes beyond the normal boundaries.
Method (500 words max)
Through survey methods. 
My own hypotheses.
Key research variables. Will my own thoughts change through opinions collected via my research. Whether academic, professional or general judgement.
Role of elected members (councillors, MSs, MPs).
Role of Police and Crime Commissioner's- how is that changing with the new and most recent Home Office review.
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
To look at different types of scrutiny and criticism and decide whether this affects modern policing in any way.
Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims
To sufficiently answer the following questions; (and more)
Accountability and transparency of the police. Is an aggressive approach to public scrutiny and auditing warranted? How effective are crime panels? How do both the police and public respond and help transparency, complaints etc. 
Outcome of public scrutiny and complaints. What are the likely outcomes- corruption? General improper conduct? 
Is enough done to facilitate complaints and criticism. Many people take to social media to voice their complaints.
Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
Human research survey. Create questionnaires to share with peers, friends and the general public. An example of a research question; Do you feel safe alone around the police? Statistics can be created and turned into graphs.
Quantitative research planned to help me find any patterns within the information I collect. An Important question followed by ‘yes’ or ‘no’. For example, ‘If you had a complaint about misconduct, do you know the correct complaint procedure’? This form of research would give me an insight into the public's perspectives on key topics.
Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 
Friends, peers, small number of general publics from Swansea. Estimated amount 50-100 participants. From people who have already done research or are members of public who choose to audit the police.
Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  
No ethical issues to be considered at the beginning of this project, however this could change.
Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
The data collected will be used to create graphs and ideas which will be used to support or disagree with points relating to my topic. It will allow me to create my own ideas and perspectives and will make the reader think why some of the data may or may not agree with their opinions.
Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
October 22 – April 23
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.
Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
A successful outcome will give an insight into how the police in England and Wales are equipped to deal with scrutiny. Look at the different methods used.
To provide a competent argument- why scrutiny of the police is or is not important? Research into this topic may not provide much detail or information, however one of the main anticipated outcomes here would be to provide a clear project utilising all the sources available. When the report is read by other people, it covers all the relevant laws, regulations and statutes as these are important and for some people find these difficult to understand.




References (with quick summary of my initial reading of the sources)
NPCC (2016). Policing Vision 2025. [online] Available at: https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Policing%20Vision.pdf [Accessed 15 Oct. 2022]. 
Provides an overview of Police Mission and Values by 2025. Gives a good idea of how the Police service may look in the future.
www.apccs.police.uk. (n.d.). Role of the PCC. [online] Available at: https://www.apccs.police.uk/role-of-the-pcc/#:~:text=The%20role%20of%20the%20Police. [Accessed 14 Oct. 2022]
Mason, D., Hillenbrand, C. and Money, K. (2013). Are Informed Citizens More Trusting?
Transparency of Performance Data and Trust Towards a British Police Force. Journal of Business Ethics, 122(2), pp.321–341. 
Shows that little academic research has investigated how knowledge of police performance impacts citizens trust. 
Murphy, P., Eckersley, P. and Ferry, L. (2017). Accountability and transparency: Police forces in England and Wales. Public Policy and Administration, 32(3), pp.197–213. 
Shows the significance of body worn cameras. Explains how they're used. officers wearing BWCs have significantly fewer complaints lodged against them than officers who are not wearing BWC. 
"Scrutinising the role of the Police and Crime Panel in the new era of police governance in England and Wales", Safer Communities, Vol. 13 No. 1, pp. 22-31. 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/SC-10-2013-0021/full/html
Lockwood, M., 2020. Why independent scrutiny of police matters | Independent Office for Police Conduct. [online] Policeconduct.gov.uk. Available at: <https://policeconduct.gov.uk/news/our-podcasts-and-blogs/why-independent-scrutiny-police-matters> [Accessed 15 October 2022].
This source argues that because UK policing is based on consent, that accountability should be available. That this model needs improvement. The IOPC is a good starting point as it provides their goals in relation to public scrutiny and means to improve confidence in the police.
Caless, J. and Owens, J. (2016) Police and Crime Commissioners The Transformation of Police Accountability. Bristol, UK: Policy Press.



image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





