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TONY STARK “SUPERHERO OR SUPER FAKE?
[image: ]WHO IS TONY STARK?
First created by Stan Lee as a character a part of the Marvel comic book series Stark’s first appearance on the comic book scene was in 1963. Initially Stark’s appearance in the Marvel universe was for his creator Stan Lee to explore themes of the Cold War a present issue in the USA at the time, however Stark quickly became a fan favorite prompting Lee to write him among other main characters
Stark later improves his suit by adding weaponry and other technological devices developed by his company, Stark Industries. As Iron Man, he uses the suit and its variations to protect the world. Stark decided to reveal himself to be Iron Man, despite first trying to hide his true identity. A boy genius, he enters MIT at the age of 15 to study engineering and later receives master's degrees in engineering and physics. After his parents are killed in a car accident, he inherits his father's company


Anthony Edward "Tony" Stark, a wealthy American business magnate playboy, philanthropist, inventor, and brilliant scientist, is kidnapped and suffers a major chest injury. When his captors attempt to force him to build a weapon of mass destruction, he instead builds a mechanized suit of armor in order to preserve his life and escape captivity. Stark later improves his suit by adding weaponry and other technological devices developed by his company, Stark Industries.


.
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[image: ]LIFESTYLE
To break down Stark’s lifestyle we should start with his career and business, Tony was adopted into a highly wealthy family, his father Howard was an exemplar business man yet it could be argued that Howards intimidating success instilled somewhat of an inferiority complex within Tony. His business career however is a true reflection of his skills. The beginning of his career as CEO after the untimely assassination of his parents was a smooth transition and he appeared to be a highly effective businessman charming big companies into buying his weapons. According to Krume in his paper Charismatic leadership and power he suggests that charismatic leader, thanks to the characteristics that he possesses and which differ him from other leaders, is the key factor for the business success. 

PERSONALITY TRAITS 
Stark is defiantly what you would call a big personality. Quoted as describing himself as a “Genius, Playboy, Billionaire, philanthropist” according to writer Steyer in his paper Charisma and the archetypes of leadership Stark undoubtably would fall into the extrovert personality type. Extraverts are bold and expressive when talking to people, these characteristics are important in influencing and persuading others which are arguably important aspects for charismatic leaders. As well as learning towards an extravert personality Stark would fall into the Turbulent archetype according to Tucker in his paper titled The Theory of Charismatic Leadership, intensely so as shown through many parts of the Marvel comic book universe and movie franchise his dark and intense emotions effect those around him. This turbulence in personality also provides Stark to take forceful actions, which might be harder for other people to consider or make as shown by the signing of the Sokovian Accords in Civil War a decision that was controversial to some members of the Avengers. Stark’s turbulent personality trait is what defines him, and it's the motivating factor behind his evolution from a self-indulgent, playboy billionaire to a self-sacrificing superhero. Within Steyer’s archetypes Stark would be closer to the Savior than the hero, according to Neuberger, the savior is the charismatic innovator. They represent a better way of doing things.
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Continuing on taking a closer look at Stark’s lifestyle friends and family play a large part also, although having several friendships Stark is never extremely close to any of them. According to Boyd the development of a charismatic relationship is based on the characteristics of the working relationship rather than a personal or friendship relationship. And looking at Starks closest friends all of them are or were his employees. So how else can Stark’s lifestyle lend insight into his charisma? Well Stark’s deeper lying personal issues might also lend some insight into his character. Charisma is seen as a highly dersirable trait but it also has a darker side, in her paper the dark-side of charisma and charismatic leadership Fragouli presents the link between Charismatic leaders and substance abuse. And Stark is no exception to this, Tony has struggled with alcoholism which in one case caused him to step down from his title as Iron Man. Fragouli puts forward that those possessing charismatic personality traits are impulsive and thrill seeking is a part of that overall picture. This again would apply to Tony as his thrill seeking stemmed from the challenges his mundane life lacked such hobbies as parachuting and hang-gliding.  

POWER & LEADERSHIP
 In leadership research considerable efforts have been made to analyze exceptional leaders according to Steyrer, the basic premise is that this type of leadership turns followers' individual needs, values, preferences, ambitions, and aspirations into community interests, causing followers to become strongly devoted to the leader's purpose and willing to make sacrifices in the name of the cause. This could defiantly be translated to Stark who in the comics had a large following that support him. 
SPEECH & BODY LANGUAGE
The link between rhetorical behavior and charismatic leadership is highlighted by Shamir in his paper the rhetoric of charismatic leadership. By taking Tony’s speech in Iron Man under examination we should fins some examples. First would be his appearance, his obviously expensive suit allows him to exude confidence, next would be the clear breaks in his speech, he purposely takes dramatic pauses to hold the audience’s attention. 
CHARISMA & NARCISSISM
According to Rogoza in his paper Decoding the Narcissism -Charisma link. Narcissism can be broadly defined as entitled self-importance marked by seeking and satisfying self-aggrandizing goals. Rogoza highlights the importance of narcissists being frequently perceived as charismatic. These perceptions refer to the fact that narcissists are able to exclude confidence. An argument could be made for Stark in both cases, narcissist or charismatic he would definitely fall into both categories. 
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