[bookmark: _Int_yjf7qlLR]The trip I have chosen to cover is the Saint Fagans museum of wales. Firstly, impressions going in I found the outside of the museum to be quite underwhelming on outward appearances. This is because of the grey, moulding concrete outward surfaces of the building. This coming from a viewers perspective gives a bland lifeless feel to the viewer. Personally, as a historian want others in the community to be attracted and enticed to come to museums. A large part of attracting people of all ages to be eager to come into a place stereotyped to be a place of boredom and or prestigious academia. Is to make the viewer feel comfortable and or at least be visually, from the very first look. Have a sense of pull in and have an all-welcoming feeling to the regular public. However, the way I would describe the outer surface including the entrance is sterile, more like an unfinished corporate building than a museum. With stainless grey floors, hospital white walls with no decoration and glass walkways above head. Nothing suggesting your even in a museum past the missing lettered “Saint Fagans” sign on another flat grey platform and an ill fitting red and gold drape and stage with steely foldable chairs in rows in front devoid of all life. Personally, as someone coming from a managerial perspective. I would want to make the general public feel as if they also belong in this, yes partly academic prestigious space but also a place of heritage for the whole country and the whole populace. That this isn’t just a place for the academic or the well qualified. But a place of familiarity, community and connection. Therefore, saying this I would have utilised the space to fill with colour, small introductory exhibits, images and possibly some interactive content as we go on to see in the indoor exhibition space. 
[bookmark: _Int_umcAboES]Speaking of the exhibition going into the first rooms we see a large colour and sound filled room full of life. People touching, looking and even listening to the exhibits. It was completely different from the entrance to the museum and even exceeding initial expectations. It was almost nothing like your stereotypical museum. Such as the open glass less structures like the medieval bed, Victorian carriage and industrial age machinery. I was in owe and fully emerged in the surreal live in exhibits. With descriptions of these items being a perfect balance of educational on a professional level and a more general understanding. Including interactive videos discussing the stories of the items on display from the person that had interacted and had been experienced with the artefact. I personally directed my attention to the finely and carefully preserved Victorian dresses. As the Victorian era is one of my favourite points in history to study particularly the lives and practices of the women of that decade. As I saw a high neck floor length puffer shoulder sleeved Victorian work dress apparently made by a working Victorian woman’s work friends. Including a lace neck-lined black mourning dress. Including most interestingly a brown, loose necklines softly corseted wedding dress. This would be interesting to modern day people as this was used as a wedding dress. This is because just before Victoria made the trend of white wedding dresses popular during her wedding to Prince Albert. Women simply wore their best or most expensive gowns to their weddings there was no expectation for a specific colour or style for wedding dresses of the time. I also took a great fondness in seeing the classic 1950s off the shoulder strapped floral pastel-coloured dress. As it truly recreated and fully immersed the viewer in being able to see the dress stood up in a dummy as if freshly in a shop window all those decades ago. Almost as if you can see your own reflection wearing the dress as they had back in the 50s. I took a great fond appreciation for the interactiveness of these exhibits as it made the audience feel included. Almost apart of these time periods by physical taking up the same unimpeded  space of these almost fantastical fairytale like objects. That you cannot believe are real [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]People until you can feel and see yourself in them like these exhibits did.
[image: ][image: ]Secondly, when we entered into the out door area of the museum we were greeted with perfectly painted and reconstructed 1950s age shops. When you walked inside you were greeted with the old homogeny floors and counter tops with colourful and early type work style products and advertisements. With old fashioned white dual plate weighting scales. This was used to weigh the product to give you an accurate price based on the products quantity. Especially that of fresh produce like meat, eggs and vegetables. I personally adored this part of the museum as un like other museums it pushes the boundaries on immersive historical story telling. As it quite literally allows its viewers to relive the experience of being apart of the time period. Being able to touch, feel and even smell the experience of our ancestors or distant relatives. I personally admire this part of the museum as it takes a bold leap in giving the audience an educational experience by physically engaging the audience itself. Where as most other museums are precious of its artefacts possibly losing the attention and or immersion and interest of its more casual enjoyers of history. With this approach it particularly has the ability to grab and hold the attention of the more casual public and giving them a more personal experience past looking at a old food package behind glass in a sterile frigid museum floor. It makes the environment feel more grounded in reality pulling the viewer’s perspective away from the idea that this time or way of life was in any way ‘unimaginable’.
Thirdly, we came across a Celtic Welsh home. It had a large straw roof with a solid mud wall exterior and interior the was shaped in a large circle. The roof was slightly elevated from the walls to allow the smoke from the central fire to escape the home. Outside next to the house was a vegetable patch and possible animal coop used to home chickens and other live stock. Going back inside the home there was a central cooking fire with a spit hanging over it. Surrounding the fire was a few large benches draped in animal hides that would have been used to make clothes, weapon seethes and or decorations. Laying on those hides were general appliances like a gold and iron bowl, wooden smaller bowls and a couple of small wooden spoons. The most interesting and eye catching part of the attraction was the finely painted and constructed weapons and shields. This consisted of a large heavy wooden painted shield with two large rabbits circling the centre of the bulbous iron part of the oval shield. This shield also came with a medium all black extremely heavy sword. When asked about the weapons themselves the staff was enthusiastic about going into fine detail of when and how the weapon was constructed even down to letting us know wales was well known for its mineral content. This was more than even what I had already known of Welsh culture of weaponry further more informing us that the weapons despite what many may think had actually been developed before the Romans had invaded the countryside. Including discussion of where these pieces were found. With encouragement from the staff to ask questions and to be eager about creating a discussion. This enthusiastic and overwhelmingly positive attitude from the staff to even go out of their way to encourage even the most casual of viewer to ask questions and to not feel so shy or embarrassed about asking them is the perfect environment to have the general public interact and to develop a deeper interest and connection to the histories that surrounds them everyday. Whereas other museums have a tendency to have an air of un belonging and delicacy to it that can make the general viewers feel unable or even embarrassed to ask questions due to the general fear of being seen as stupid in the eyes of an academic historian. However the staff made even the general history student feel comfortable and compelled I could even say to ask questions to gain a better understanding and or feedback on what our predispositions of the period are. Overall I found the staff engaging, enthusiastic, compelling and most of all confident. 
Finally, my overall experience with Saint faggans started out as a shaky nervous interaction with low expectations based on its faulty flat outward appearance. However much like history itself there is always more than just the surface. And lying underneath was a colourful, bold and fully immersed experience possibly I’ve ever had compared to every other museum I’ve been to on this journey with the university. With the full sensory interactions of the walk in lovable exhibits to the fun confident and enthusiastic staff members you will not be disappointed in your visit as a casual enjoyer from a young age to a older academic historian you will leave with unforgettable experience, learned knowledge and a realistic view from a ancestor possibly of your very own.
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