ECAD4013- Commentary
	
	Targets-
	What I have done in this assignment 

	Target 1:
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  

	I have read books on this topics to use in my writing

	Target 2:
	Continue to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	I have continued to do so

	Target 3:
	Refer to the referencing guide to support your in-text references relating to full stops and brackets.
	I have taken extra caution when referencing this time



The area in which School A is based provides it with many opportunities and challenges, as does the community surrounding the school. School A is based in a rural, well-presented, closely connected community, and it uses the benefits of the community to advance the pupil’s learning environment, opportunities and experiences to ensure the best outcomes for the pupils’ learning; enabling pupils to progress and excel in their journey towards achieving the four purposes of learning within the Curriculum for Wales. An example of this is how School A uses the opportunities provided by local attractions and businesses to effectively build on previous learning within the classroom and provide engaging and first-hand experiences for learners. The opportunities outside of the classroom environment can help pupils develop and use different styles of thinking and problem solving; they can form different perspectives and view situations differently when learning outside of a traditional classroom setting. The experiences also support the learners’ ability to make connections to different topics and provide a larger outlook, which they may not have experienced without the school. (Cruz, 2024) There are a number of opportunities for the school to take advantage of when engaging within the community such as their local church and farm for educational trip purposes. However, their community is faced with the challenge of not having a local community centre, which has resulted in School A offering their sports hall to the public and pupils of the school for extra curriculum activities. Extra curriculum activities offer a chance for young people to relax and have a break from school and comes with many benefits such as advancing children’s social skills helping them to interact with other young children whilst also boosting their well-being. (Christison, 2013) School A focuses closely on its strong relationship with the parents/carers of the school. Good home-school communication is a vital role between parents and children. Schussler, 2003 states that “Cultivating the teacher-parent relationship is also considered vital to the development of schools as learning communities.” (Graham-Clay, 2005) However, there are barriers to achieving this for School A as some parents have proved hard to reach due to their work commitments and lack of engagement etc.
School A is based in an area where the average income is slightly higher than the national average, however, there is still a percentage of 6% of pupils who are eligible for free school meals. Although, the number of pupils who are eligible for free school meals is considerably lower than the national average (Estyn, 2018), it still demonstrates that poverty is still a challenge within the school which could potentially affect the school and its pupils negatively. 
School A attempts to take appropriate measures to tackle the challenges within their local community; allowing the community to grow and improve, whilst improving their school also. A challenge in the community that particularly stands out is the diversity within socio-economic statuses. As previously stated, 6% of School A pupils are eligible for free school meals. (Estyn, 2018) This demonstrates that some families who live within the school community who have children that attend School A are potentially living in poverty. This is considered a challenge for the school as children who are living in poverty tend to have typical essentials unavailable to them, which results in their learning and attendance being negatively impacted. (National Education Union, 2018) With the cost of living increasing, families are not able to afford the necessary food, and an increasing amount of children are going hungry. These impacts teaching as when children are going hungry due to lack of food in their household, it affects their learning, attainment and concentration levels. (London Children’s Food Insecurity, 2020) This can be a challenge for the school as their pupils’ learning is affected by outside influences. School A attempts to tackle this challenge by hosting free breakfast clubs before the start of the school day, with a healthy breakfast available for children. Poverty also has a negative impact on the children’s learning experiences whilst at school as 56% of teachers in the Nation Education Union survey say they often experience children missing out (such as lack of school equipment and attendance of school trips) due to poverty related problems. (National Education Union, 2018) I would recommend School A take advantage of and participate in the ‘Food and Fun’ school holiday and enrichment programme; a school-based programme which supports pupils of the school suffering from poverty and hunger with healthy enrichment meals during the holidays (WLGA, 2023) when breakfast clubs and free school meals are not accessible or open. 
School A is fortunate to be situated within a community flourishing with the opportunity to enrich and develop learning and teaching. School A’s community and locality offer many engaging opportunities for outdoor learning. School A believes strongly in the benefits of outdoor learning and is fortunate to have had the space to create small, individual outdoor areas outside each classroom, enabling learners to undertake some tasks outside. Research shows that children learning outdoors and outside the classroom benefits their concentration as sensory engagement activates resulting in deeper understanding and larger knowledge intake. (Lewis, 2023) The community in which School A is based also provides valuable opportunities for outdoor learning to take place. There are opportunities for educational purpose trips in the local area, which the school makes good use of. It works closely with local authority and businesses to enable the learners to take advantage of local environmental activities. This provides the opportunity to develop the learners’ abilities and awareness; supporting them in becoming responsible, active global citizens who have an emotional engagement and committed to their environments. (Knight, 2013) Children having the use of natural spaces to play and learn has also been proven to be extremely beneficial for their well-being. Children being in nature is said to reduce stress levels and build confidence making them feel they are in control of their own actions. (Cohen, 2023) Furthermore, Blackemoor (1998, cited in Arnold, 2011) and Donahue (2022) believes that children build their own brains, and this comes from the experiences of the world and their environment. This demonstrates that outdoor, nature-based activities and learning opportunities are an effective and essential way of learning.
A fundamental part of School A’s community are the parents/carers of the pupils who attend the school, resulting in School A “relying heavily on parent engagement.” (Teacher at School A) In primary schools, parent engagement has a strong correlation against children’s attainment in school, and this scale impact is evident within different ethnic groups and social classes. (Vorhaus & Goodall, 2011)  This is also backed up by Bronfenbrenner's theory where it predicts that “children's development will be enhanced if parents and early care and education programs interact in concert.”  (Kim and Riley, 2014) School A acknowledges a vast number of opportunities arise with parental involvement and in doing so have created a parent voice/council within the school. A parent voice council aims to improve and discuss the experiences parents have within the school and understand the community's needs. (WEDUC, 2022) Parent council provides parents with the opportunity to engage in their child's learning and creates a holistic learning environment where parents can build trust with the school. Children will imitate this connection and believe school is important to them also. (Robbins & Dempster, 2021) To deepen the connection with parents, School A uses the parent council as an opportunity to improve the school.  The parent council are given tasks such as organising school fundraisers such as discos and fetes. They also can share views other parents have and may not be able to raise their opinion with the teachers. I would recommend School A to take the additional opportunity of using ‘Seesaw’, an educational platform that encourages learner and family engagement. Teachers and pupils can upload the pupil’s work and photos/videos of learning experiences and parents can view and comment upon this online. This could improve family engagement as the parents can see first-hand what their child is learning and support this at home. It also gives families a window into what's going on every day in their child's classroom.
It has been demonstrated that parental engagement has benefits on the school's teaching and pupil’s learning, however, there are still hard to reach parents within the community of School A. This would be considered a challenge for School A as parental engagement has a “significant positive effect on children’s achievement.” (Vorhaus & Goodall, 2011) Therefore, pupils whose parents do not engage at all may be at a disadvantage. There are numerous reasons for challenges School A faces as to why a parent would be hard to reach. For example, School A hosts open days throughout the year where parents can visit the classroom during school and engage with the children’s current topic, yet some parents who work during the school hours are unable to attend. As of June 2021, 92% of fathers and 75.6% of mothers with dependent children worked full time in the UK. (ONS, 2021) In addition, Taffel (2001 in Graham-Clay, 2005) demonstrates a further barrier to parent engagement where they note that parents feel under lots of pressure and misunderstood with the demands schools are placing on them. This can result in parents withdrawing their communication to the school as they do not feel their needs are being supported. School A attempts to tackle this challenge by, at the start and end of every school day, teachers standing at the school gates. If parents have urgent or quick needs, they can have an informal chat there, increasing the rapport between teacher and parent. I would recommend School A host parent open evenings or a video call online in the later evening, for the parents that could not attend the open days due to work commitments, so they also have the opportunity to engage in their child’s learning and current topic in school. I would recommend School A considering the use of the Seesaw app to improve parent engagement as it allows parents to see their child’s work.
Throughout this assignment I have concluded that schools use their communities to get the best learning and teaching opportunities out of them for the children, I have further realised that schools rely heavily on their communities, as school fundings are limited, so the opportunities a community offers cost free are extremely beneficial to the learning and building knowledge for the children. When i am in a school, i will be focusing on building a close relationship with the community surrounding the school as that is where opportunities will come from that are not curriculum based but improving on the children’s experiences and real life experiences to build culture and initaiative as this ties in with one of the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership is “Learners initiate, drive and reflect upon authentic experience which reinforces prior learning and provides context for further development across all four purposes. “ (Welsh Government, 2018)  So, when i am based in a school, i aim to do at least one nature activity based outdoors once every half term as the benefits are evident on the children’s well being and mindset and this will also allow me to meet the standards. A further factor i have taken away from my bridging experience at School A is their commitment to engage with parents and families of children’s parents with additional learning needs and work together to set targets for the pupil to achieve both in the classroom and at home as my research demonstrates the benefits for the child with things such as attainment with parent engagement and this then ties in with the Professional Teaching Standard of ‘Parents and carers are given strong support in helping their children develop in terms of the four purposes.’ (Welsh Government, 2018) 
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