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Academic work skills at work 

This document is an exploratory study of issues and evidence related to academic skills, nonacademics, and work along three lines of inquiry. Section 1 is an introduction that explains the three lines of inquiry: literature review to identify empirical studies and salient issues pertinent to academic skill needs; new analysis of existing data from a previous study of seven technical jobs; and analysis of existing longitudinal survey data on high school students to define different types of skills and example their relationship to a variety of postschool outcomes. Section 2 discusses the literature on the following: skill and ways of measuring it; skill transfer; definition/redefinition of the disciplines; situated learning; and the value of academic skills. Section 3 examines mathematics, science, and technology skills in seven technical jobs. Section 4 is a quantitative analysis of existing longitudinal data sets regarding the need for academic and nonacademic skills in the labor market and the value of extracurricular activities and labor market work while in school. Section 5 is a summary. The report contains 91 references and 14 tables. Appended are scenarios demonstrating the application of workplace skills in practice and information about the data samples and variable definitions. (MN)

Essential Academic required for higher education

This article considers the role of academic standards in the wider context of the problem faced by modem societies of how to reconcile the survival and provision of elite higher education with the emergence of mass education. From the advantage of an outside perspective it examines the division between higher and further education and reflects on the implications of that separation and on the costs and consequences of the academic standards that characterise the British system of elite higher education. It considers the prospects for the emergence from further education of a truly mass system of institutions marked by lower per capita costs and lower standards standing alongside and linked with a system of higher education marked by very high academic standards. The article concludes that what is still lacking is a general recognition that all degree-granting higher education is only a part, albeit a central part, of a broad system of post-secondary and continuing education, marked by a diversity of standard, mission and cost, which has as its mission the advanced education of a whole society and not just its 
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