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Impact of Virtual Learning Environment on students learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.

1.Introduction 
A Virtual Learning Environment is an online platform that provide to students and professors electronic solutions which increase their results during learning and teaching experience. The Virtual learning environment dispenses access to course materials and very supportive and sufficient sources, regardless of the location of the student or professor. Also is available at any time! (Vassilakaki,2017) Over time, more and more universities are using Virtual Learning Environment. Irrefutable evidence from reports and studies shows that online based learning has a spectacular impact on students` motivation and their outcomes. (Demian, P. and Morrice, J. 2015). This report will show and analyse the history of Virtual Learning Environment and the impact it has on students.
1.1 Aim and Objectives.
· Understanding and advantages of use of Virtual Learning Environment.
· Impacts of Virtual Learning Environment on students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
2.0. Literature Review
This literature review summarises the types and background of Virtual Learning Environment. A Virtual Learning Environment is a system that creates an environment designed to help teachers` management of educational courses for their students especially a system using computer hardware and software, which engage distance learning. According to a research made by Barker and Gossman (2013), for 2000 year the commercial computer based virtual learning environment “Blackboard” was introduced. “By 2010 Blackboard software was used by over 3700 educational institutions in more than 60 countries” (Baker & Gossman,2013) “Moodle” is the other most common virtual learning environment and it was introduced in 2001. By 2011 “Moodle” had been used in 212 countries and has 49,365 active sites in more than 75 languages (Moodle,2011). Over the last 10 years of evolution guided by social constructionist, “Moodle” convey effective set of learner tools and synergetic learning environments that empower both learning and teaching. The other advantage is that “Moodle” has effortless lay out and well-documented resources along with ongoing usability improvements make “Moodle” easy to use (Moodle,2011). The virtual learning environment provides information on student behaviour and preferences, which in turn helps creators to both improve the platform itself and model more appropriately activities. This feedback also enables teachers to design individual learning materials so they can be helpful to the students learning process (Barker & Gossman,2013).
3.0. Methodology 
3.1. Data Gathering 
         In order to understand and analyse the topic, a quantitative research has been followed. A questionnaire was chosen as the most appropriate method for gathering the necessary data. The information gathered was analysed in order to investigate and substantiate the topic. The questionnaire was shared among first-year students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David and their responses were collected through an online platform “Survey Monkey”. 14 students took part on the study and all of them are in their first term in University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The students have been selected through a non-probability sampling method. Students who are not first year in University did not take a part of the study.
4.0. Results and analysis.
4.1. Primary data.
    Q1. What is your sex?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Male
	71.43%                                                        10

	Female 
	28.57%                                                        4

	
	

	
TOTAL 
	
                                                                  14





Q2. Do you have access to a device for learning online?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Yes 
	92.68%                                                      13

	No 
	7.14%                                                          1

	
TOTAL
	 
                                                                  14





Judging by the answers gathered from this question, it is clear that almost all the students surveyed have their own computer. From these answers we can say that students are ready for online learning and also will not have unexpected additional costs associated with the acquisition of equipment.

Q3. Have you tried to access Moodle from home?
	ANSWERS CHOICES 
	RESPONSES

	Yes
	78,57 %                                                     11

	Yes, but have had problems
	14,29 %                                                      2

	No
	 7,14 %                                                       1

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                  14





The answers to this question strongly suggest that the students have easy access to Moodle. Besides most of them have accessed and explored Moodle at home. Very little percentage of the students had problems while they were accessing Moodle, which leads us to the conclusion that Moodle has an easily accessible interface and understandable content. 

Q4. How often do you access Moodle in your free time?
	ANSWERS CHOICES 
	RESPONSES 

	Never
	7,14 %                                                       1

	Rarely
	21,43 %                                                     3

	Often 
	57,14 %                                                     8

	Very Often 
	14,29 %                                                     2

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                14




According to the data gathered, we can understand that around 70 % of the asked students are interested to access Moodle in their own time. Around 30 % of the students are not so interested of accessing Moodle in their free time. The conclusion from the analysis of these answers is that most of the students have an interest in Virtual Learning Environment. The particular data shows that the students are whiling to spend extra time for self-studying and exploring Moodle. The main reason for this is because they have access to Moodle at any times, besides, they can study at suitable for them place and synchronised whit their own pace. One more conclusion made by this response is that Moodle has engaging content and well-documented resources.

Q5.  Moodle has positive impact on my effectiveness as a student.
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Strongly Agree
	7,14 %                                                       1

	Agree
	57,14 %                                                     8

	Neither agree nor disagree
	7,14 %                                                       1

	Disagree
	21,43 %                                                     3

	Strongly Disagree
	7,14 %                                                       1

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                  14





Through inquiring about the positive impact of Moodle on the student’s effectiveness, has been identified that around 65 % of the asked participants were agreed that Moodle has positive impact of their effectiveness as a student. Which lead to the conclusion that Virtual Learning Environment increases student`s effectiveness. While around 35 % of the students are still disagree with that statement.
Q6. The use of Virtual Learning Environment increases student motivation?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Strongly agree
	14,29 %                                                    2

	Agree
	50,00 %                                                    7

	Neither agree nor disagree 
	14,29 %                                                    2

	Disagree
	21,43 %                                                    3

	Strongly disagree
	00,00 %                                                    0

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                 14





With regards to the level of motivation caused by studying through Virtual Learning Environment it has been identified that e-learning enhance the motivation level of almost 70 % of the students. Gathered data also display that 14% of the participants are neither agree nor disagree, while 21% are disagreed. Due to the flexibility of using Virtual Learning Environment, most of the students are agreed that Moodle increases student`s motivation.

Q7. How easy was to stay focused during online lecture?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Not easy
	35.71%                                                        5

	Easy
	35.71%                                                        5

	Very easy
	28.57%                                                        4

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                  14





The answers to this question show that 35.71% of respondents find it difficult to focus during an online class. When we compare this rate with the percentage of those who responded that easily remain focused, we can see that the rates are the same. But the following 28.57% answered that they find concentration during an online class very easily leads us to the conclusion that most of the surveyed students are able to stay focused during class.

Q8. What type of learning do you prefer?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Regular
	42.86%                                                     6

	Online
	21.43%                                                     3

	Mixed
	35.71%                                                     5

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                 14




The collected date related to which type of education students prefer shows that for the most part they still prefer a normal form of education, regardless of the conveniences and advantages of Virtual Learning Environment. Almost the same part of asked students has chosen hybrid form. Lastly, only 20% of participants indicated that they preferred an online form of learning. 

Q9. Do you agree with using Virtual Learning Environment in higher education?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Strongly agree
	21.43%                                                       3

	Agree
	42.86%                                                       6

	Neither agree nor disagree 
	28.57%                                                       4

	Disagree
	07.14%                                                       1

	Strongly disagree
	00.00%                                                       0

	
TOTAL
	
                                                                  14





When asked about the students consent with the virtual learning environment in the higher education institution, the collected data indicated that most of the students agreed with using Virtual Learning Environment in higher education. The answers to this question also show a very low percentage of disagreement, while about 30% of respondents neither agree nor disagree.

Q10. How do you feel overall about distance education?
The answers choice of this question was free text. 
After analyses of the gathered data was understood that 50% of the respondents feel confident and appreciate the advantages of the virtual learning environment. Another 25% prefer face-to-face forms of learning and indicate that the current virtual learning environment needs improvement. After a thorough review of the answers gathered from this question, no information was found on what exactly improvements are needed. 
4.2. Secondary data.
 Research has shown that building of groups who enlist whit each other via Virtual Learning Environment might make the student feel less ashamed and inspires them to distribute ideas. Besides the Virtual Learning Environment support educators to see the activities that students are doing to help in their learning. Virtual Learning Environment provide chance to the teacher to follow student activity and to interpret those activities with a view to better understanding their students and supporting them in that task (Mogus et al. 2012). 
       Kohan et al. (2017) identified some challenges in their study. This study covers the obstacles the vast amount of information available in the virtual learning environment and mental discomfort that generates it in the students. From this study it is understood that students find it difficult to find out which sources are reliable and appropriate for the topic they are studying. The other obstacle this study has identified is self-distraction. Interviewed students often share that they are distracted during class and while searching for information on the Internet, which leads to checking their accounts in various social networks and this makes them feel guilty. Many of the students included in this study also noted that they experienced difficulties at the beginning of their transition to e-learning and needed emotional and technical support (Kohan et al. 2017). 
       According to study by Phungsuk et al. (2017) online students score higher than those who have chosen a classroom form of education. This is due to the awareness and the ability to choose their own topic of study. According to this study, the valuable content offered by the virtual learning environment and the Internet increases the motivation and interest of students. The Virtual Learning Environment enable them to learn through cooperation, practice problem-solving skills on a personal basis, and share ideas with other colleagues. The same research stated that the students who study through Virtual Learning Environment have the opportunity to search for answers on their own, which enable them to absorb what they learned for a longer period of time. According to the conclusion of this research, the results of the students depend on themselves and to what extent they have comprehend self-study concept (Phungsuk et al. 2017). 
5.0. Conclusion
       The virtual learning environment is a modern and fast evolve learning model that allows students to be in any part of the world and at the same time receive the same education that they would acquire on the university campus. The possibilities that virtual learning environment provides facilitate individuals with families and many responsibilities afford entity. The idea that they can study at a time and place convenient for themselves increases the motivation and desire to start higher education. Minimal deficiencies and improvement points were found during the study. The disadvantages that were identified were the lack of social contact and technical difficulties while students were preparing for online learning. Some of the points for improvement that have been mentioned are the need for more online classes also more interaction by the lecturer. The other point for improvement is the facilitation of the interface of the virtual learning environment and in particular “Moodle”. 
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                                                       Appendix: Questionnaire 
1. What is your sex?
· Male
· Female
2. Do you have access to a device for online learning?
· Yes
· No
3. Have you tried to access Moodle from home? 
· Yes
· Yes, but had problems
· No
4. How often do you access Moodle in your free time?
· Never
· Rarely
· Often
· Very often
5. Moodle has positive impact on my effectiveness as a student. 
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Nether agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
6. The use of Virtual Learning Environment increases student motivation. 
· Strongly agree 
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
7. How easy was to stay focused during online class?
· Not easy
· Easy
· Very easy
8. What type of learning do you prefer?
· Regular
· Online
· Mixed
9. Do you agree with using Virtual Learning Environment in Higher Education?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
10. How do you feel overall about distance education?
· Free text 

 







What is your sex?


Answers	
male	female	10	4	




Do you have access to a device for learning online	yes	no	13	1	


Have you tried to access Moodle from home ?	
yes	yes,but had a problems	no	11	2	1	


How often do you access Moodle in your free time?	
Never	Rearly	Often	Very often	1	3	8	2	


Moodle has positive impact on my effectiveness as a student?	
Strongly agre	Agree	Neither agree nor desagree	Disagree	Strongly desagree	1	8	1	3	1	

The use of Virtual Learning Environment increases student motivation?

RESPONSES–	
–	Strongly agree	–	Agree	–	Neither agree nor disagree	–	Disagree	–	Strongly disagree	TOTAL	0.1429	2	0.5	7	0.1429	2	0.21429999999999999	3	0	0	14	



How easy was to stay focused during online lecture	
Not Easy 	Easy	Very Easy	5	5	4	


What type of learning do you prefer	
Regular	Online	Mixed	6	3	5	

Do you agree with using Virtual Learning Environment in higher education? 

NSWER CHOICES–	–	Strongly agree	–	Agree	–	Neither agree nor disagree	–	Disagree	–	Strongly disagree	TOTAL	0	0.21429999999999999	3	0.42859999999999998	6	0.28570000000000001	4	7.1400000000000005E-2	1	0	0	14	
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