Chapter 3 Methodology

3.1 Introduction

This Chapter will cover the research methods used for this dissertation. It will start with outlining the ethical commitment of this dissertation followed by the research methods used and the justification for the use of those methods over others. 
When looking at a definition for research, Western Sydney University (2021) defines research as “Research is defined as the creation of new knowledge and/or the use of existing knowledge in a new and creative way so as to generate new concepts, methodologies and understandings. This could include synthesis and analysis of previous research to the extent that it leads to new and creative outcomes”. A Research methodology however is defined by Hassan, (2024) as “Research Methodology refers to the systematic and scientific approach used to conduct research, investigate problems, and gather data and information for a specific purpose. It involves the techniques and procedures used to identify, collect, analyse, and interpret data to answer research questions or solve research problems”.
As this dissertation focuses on potential root causes of radicalisation in young people, I am aiming to find a link between Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy of need and radicalisation. Currently there is very little information and research available on this that links the issues together. The justification for this research is that terrorism, costing peoples lives also has an economic impact on the United Kingdom, the research which I am conducting is going to help inform community policing of this.

To build on the current known information around radicalisation it has been decided to carry out data collection to produce both primary and secondary data. Conducting the research in this manner will allow the research methods to meet the research objectives. 

3.2 – Research design; (mixed methods design)
A research design is the strategy used for answering a research question. McCombes (2021) explains that that creating a research design will allow the researcher to make decisions over the overall research objectives, weather the researcher will rely on primary or secondary research, what sampling and data collection methods are used, the procedures followed to collect that data and data analysis methods. She goes on to say that a well-planned research design will help the researcher ensure that the methods used throughout, answer the research objectives. Within my Research design I have chosen to use a mixed methods approach. George (2021) explains the mixed methods approach as a combination of qualitative and quantitative research to answer a research question. This approach allows an overall complete picture as it integrates benefits from both quantitative and qualitive. I have chosen a mixed methods approach because it will give me a better comprehensive understanding of topics by combining the qualitative and quantitative approaches and allows me to capture both the depth of individual experiences and the range of statistical patterns. This in turn will enhance the validity and reliability of the findings. 

3.3 – Data collection methods:
There are many data collection methods that can be used for this dissertation and Hassan 92024) outlines some of them as surveys which is where a group of people are given a list of questions and this can be done over the phone, online or face to face. Another is interviewing, allowing a one-to-one conversation between the interviewer and interviewee. Another is observation which involves the watching and recording of people’s behaviour, events, or objects in their natural setting. For this dissertation I have selected the use of surveys to collect my data. This is because of the time restraints I have with subject deadlines and the sampling group working different shift patterns delaying collection of the data if this was to be done via interviews or group discussions. By choosing to conduct surveys this allows the data to be collected from a larger target of respondents. Coalecom (2024) suggests that the best way of collecting data is through surveys as they allow the researcher to send the survey to large amounts of respondents in a short amount of time. However, Ndukwu (2022) argues that interviews are a tried and tested way to collect data as it allows the researcher to see the interviewees body language and facial expressions when they are giving their response. The Albert Team (2022) suggest that focus groups are a good way of collecting data as again as interviews they are face to face and require fewer resources and time compared to an interview. They also allow clarification on any answers given by the respondents however one disadvantage you face when using focus groups is that the sample selected may not represent the population accurately.

3.4 – Sampling strategy 
1.Your technique  2.Participant selection  3.Sample size justification.

3.5 – Data analysis 
How you processing the data, statistic analysis and interpretation of your results
3.6 – Ethical considerations 
When addressing ethical considerations in my research, I made sure that I provided my sampling group with information relating to this research, I ensured that I obtained informed consent from all the participants, used a secure website which maintained confidentiality and anonymized the responses which in return ensured that any potential harm to the participants was minimised. I ensured compliance with relevant regulations to conduct my research responsibly and ethically.
. 
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